-
.

q

o, Nnunun . ’
| ' myrm‘immm(/ '_.

AAGT RER -y

Py,
s

*

IlEb

}

The only Newspaper devoted to the Lumber and Timber Industries published in Canada

SUBSCRIPTION
{s:.oo PER ANNUM

sgau-xomm.v
\ﬁ

VOL. 5.

PETERBOROUGH, ONT., FEBRUARY 1, 1885.

" XNO. 5.

woOd A'ND ‘WOOD-WORKING INDUS-
TRIES OF NEW BRUNSWIOE.,

rhe following article on the *Woods and

. Wood-Working Industries of New Brunswick,”

bty Ira Cornwall, jr., Agent-General for the

Provinee of Now answlck is taken from a

ook “St. Juhn and tho Provmco of New
Bromwick,” by Mr. John R. Hamilton :—~

I treating of this subject it is not our
intention to enter intoan oxhaustive treaties, or
Atempt any scjentific details. We will deal
with the matter gimply froma commercial point
of vitw, and avail ourgelves of the opinions of
the best authotities we can command.

Owr readers will readily observe that tho
gepenl advantages of the cities of St. John and
Portland, 23 to location, harbor, climate, &c.,
will apply with equal forco to this as to any
other branch of manufacture,

Chup fuel, chesd living, ready and accessible
maskets being admitted, wo must give some
svidencs of a sufficicat supply of the raw mater-
ial being available.

Iaxge portions of our Province are covered
with forests of the most valuable woods, which
we ¢umerato fully in the following pages.
Qur wpplies of thu most important of these
woodsare practically axhaustless.

The forests being intersected in almost all
directions by rivers sna streams, rnakes the

traportation of the timbir s question of hut
sapallexpenss.  Once the log is cast upon the

stream tho process of floating it, by steam-
drivig or Titing, to this point is easily and
cheaply accomplished, Nearly all important
sections of the Provinco aro intersected by
railways, thug affording great facilities for
trabsportation,

The 1arge number of saw mills now located

those [ocated at other points. The reputation

estatlished in all markets, and our trado large
and growing ip what are now our staple pro-
ducty, and it is not our intention to urge oxten-
sion 10 thoso lines, Our object is to divert a
pottion of capital, labor and inaterial into a
bravh of trade which will not only utilizo a
gradter watiety of tho our raw materials, but
s180 extand the amount of labor put upon ail
oUTwod CXports.

The siroplo vastness of our supplies of timber
11aveled 0 such anxiety to get it into the max
ket that, up to tho present time, our efforts
bAave beon directed to tho most expeditions way
of phacing it in the forcign markets. This,

i

t

mistake in thus sending comparatively raw
matorial to be worked up in other countrics. It
is now realized moro clearly that the labor
expended upon our woods at home benefits not
only the individual manufacturer, but enriches
the wholo country.

As an illustration of our meaning let us take
amaple tree.  For oxport as square timber it is
taken from the forest, cut into proper lengths
and squared. Not only is the amount of labor
expended upon it comparatively amall, but
much of the most valuable portions of the
material is wasted in the process. After
reaching its destination another largo vortion,
equal to ahout one-seventh, * sacrificed in its
preparation for use, The same treo, if placed
in the hands of our wood-workers, wovld be
turned into portions of furniture, mouldings,
bases, ekirtings, architraves, flooring, bench
scrows, boot and shoo trees, Iasts and crimpa,
tool handles, wringers, towel rollers, bobbius,
spools, ship blocks, rolling pns, potats mashers,
shoe pegs, &c. DBesides utilizing every particle
of the raw material, consider the vast amount
of labor the latter employs, and the much larger
amount of money the manufactured articles
will bring into the country. It is nccessary to
ask which use of the tree is best for the largest
number of people, and therefore for the coun.
try.

Take a spruce treo as another lustration,
The amount of labor expended upon that <reein
manufacturing into dcals for export is relatively
light, and the loss of material largo as compared
with its use by small ware manufacturers, In
the hands of the latter not asinglo portion need
be wated in producing various valuable portions
of furniture, building material, haudles for
brooms, mops, hoes, &c., washboards, venetian

hete prove their successful competition with, blinds; packing—fish, salt, and others boxes,
‘onion and fruit crates, &e.
of our timber and lumber is sufficiently well |

In this case, as in
the fortner, further comparison 13 unoecessary,
and tho advantage of having the labor put
upon the wood at home will Lo apparent to
every reader, even admitting all other circum-
stances to be cqually favorable for our compe-
titors in other countrics.

Our interest in baving tho work done at hoto
being thus demonstrated, we will now touch
upon somo of the reasons whyit is for the
interest of our custowners, as well, to allow us
this privilege.

In dealing with this portion of tho subject
we havo availed oursclves of tho experience of
romeof our practical wood-workers. Alr, John
D. Howe, of tho firn of J. & J. D, ~Howe,

ssuted 10 qoubt by the scaraty of laborers, | furnituro manufacturers of this city, who has
hatled to our pntting just sufficient Jabor upon | taken an activo interest in tho development of
3¢ 3 would propars it for export. Up to the | our Province, and mado considerabic study of

pment timo our oaports have consisted mainly
of unro timber and deals,

The 1arge gavolopment of other manufactur
irg industrios throughout the Dominion has
ATued our peopls to an approciation of their

our woods and their uses, gives us his opinion
and expericnco 2s follows: Ho says, * Author-
itics differ as to whother our supply of whatis

geaerally looked upon as marketable timlar is

diminishing. Bo this zs it may, wo still have

enormous supplies of thoso woods. Independent!

handles, agricultural implements, lasts and an

of these it is a well known {act that immense | almost endless varioty of articles requiring a
tracts of our lands aro covered with most|strength and hardness that will resist wear.
valuable woods generally considercd of httlo Tho preferenco gnen to English plane stock

valug, but which will eventually yield & more
profitable article of export than either pine or
sprice, as the latter are now handled. The
poplar, white birch, basswood, maple, and other
deciduous «varicties of our forests, if cut and
shipped in the ordinary manner of shipping
spruce and pine, would in most cases prove a
failuro. A demsnd for it in that shapo could
never be worked up. In order to make their
export 3 success their nature and their peculiar-
ities must be well understood, and a desirable
amount of intelligence and skill brought to bear
in their manufacturo. We might as well
attempt to sead away our grass or grain as we
take them off tho fields, without curing, as (s
export these woods without seasoning and man.
ufacturing into desirable sizes or articles for
which they are most suited. Our poplar, which
is very abundant,is valuable for many purposes ;
it is very white in colour, and of light weight.
It becomes hard and tough when dry, and is
swceptible of a high degree of polish. 1Itis
now used chiefly for making ¢ Excelsior,” an
article used for matress making, upholstering,
and for packing purposcs, etc., for which there
is a Jarge and increasing demand. On account
of tho hardness of this wood it is considered
superior to pine or spruce, where narrow stock
is required, for flooring aud other interior
flnish. It can also bolargely u-:d for cabinet
work, tool handles, paper pulp, aud many other
purposes.

Basswood, like the poplar, is even more liable
to spoil after tho treo is cut down. Like all
other vegetable substances thero is not any
remedy for it after docay sets in.  The carly
atages of decay, or souring of the ssp, as it is

'z\nd tool handles is not due {as the prevailing

opinion puts it) to the material used by those
makers being superior to ours. It is rather
attnbutable to their proper method of treatment
of it. The trces are cut down in the proper
scason, while the sap is down; they are then
blocked out to suitable sizes, and then dried—~
uot allowing the sun to check or dampness to
heat or mould it. On no account is tho log
allowed to remain uncut for any Jength of time
cither in or out of the water. There i3 not any
class of woadwork where the proper cutting and
curing of wood is of so great inportance as in
its preparation for wood ‘engraving.

Our rock maple, if prepared according to the
foregoing observations, Locomes dense and
capablo of recetving alinogt as largo a nunber
of lines to the inch as boxwood. In other words,
it is suitable for fino work. If the same wood
was allowed to remain in bulk for any length of
time, even in the log or plank, or worse stil}, a
close pile, it would become worthlass for wood
engraving.”

Mzr. Howe continues  ** It is to bo regretted
that tho beauty and nature of our native woods
have not been botter understood aud properly
sppreciated. 'This is probably duo to their
abundance, but it i8 not any rcason why we
should not make the most of what we have so
plentiful. It 1s hoped that when it becomes
apparent that we still possess a valuabloe supply
of timberthat it will pot recoive the same
ruthless and greedy treatment that the
pine, spruce and hemlock have received in
the past.”

In again refernng to the proper progervation

jand seasoming of timber, while Mr. Howe's

called, should bo carefully guarded against; it [ romarks apply to some lumber or material not
aliko destroys the color of the wood and tho | exccedwmg threo or fuar inches in thickness, the
firmness of its grain. It destroya the qualities | same cannot be applied to cases where it i used

which render it so valuable for many purposes,
such as carriago bodics, fumiture, interior
finish, &c. It takes walnut or wahoegany stain
equal if not superior to any other wood, and
makes 8 pleasing finish in its natural color—
pale yellow.

Tho white birch, although not 80 liablo as
the basswood, poplar, and maple to deteriorato
while green, or before the aap or moisture
leaves it, requires careful treatment in order to
prescrve its strength and colour. The many
purposes to which this valuablo wood may be
applizd are too numerous to mention.  Large
quantitics are now being snipped to Europo in
tho shapo of spool bobbins, blocks, &c. It1s

for shipbuilding, TFour these purposss another
eminent authority says. *The decay of woed
by the growth of fungus, denominated dry rot,
may be traced to the putrifying of the sap (as
alluded to by Mr. Howe) when this has been
l=ft within tho pores of tho timber in the same
condition as it exists in tho living tree. The
various means cinployed to arreat this destruc-
tive fennentation are, cither to wash out the
sap by long soaking in water, nided by the
action of tho eun; to dry up the xap, cither
naturally by cxposuro to thesun and wind, or
artificially by heatod currents of air ™ Nearly
all authontics agreo that thero in great advan

tage in having our woods priperly seasoned in

bocoming oxceedingly popular for first-class|this climate. A firm of dealers in wooden
flooring, and for this purpose should be cut on | ware, witing from Liverpool recently comment-
the rift rather than on tho slash of tho grain. | ed most strongly upon tho subject, and stated :

Maplo and beeeh ato also oxcellent for flooring, | * The advantago of having the woods scasoned
but their chief valuo is for tool stocks and!acasoned in New Brunawick climato gives her



