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or prophet spolzenl sucb words of dpiras mllay 1e folunt in the l2th psalm
and thie 57th chapter of isaiahi's propIcey. -Nor Nvoitld wce hear froîn M3icali
the bitter lamentation :" I anb as wcto thicy kavc gatlicr-Cd(lic siommcir friffs

*...lc re is izo clustcr Io cal." WThy ? 13ccailse, «" Xhtc good m»ai is.
p)ciislicd o7it ofi(lic cartlb !

Blut wdiy shou1(ltihe settle dowNv ini desrair ? Mighlt nlot et reaction occuir?
)oCSes ho ot e'inlc a weakil Jcii ? moie -%vold( say. 1i'ght, not his oil

influience act like the leavenl thiat may jin its secret -%orkhing produce the
reforînl, apparently so distant ? Ali it -%vere possible for imii to hope> diti lie
îîot knlow thaltt ailloli the agenicies -%vlich proIless to exalt a nation, there wvas
the abortive worlziing of intrigue ai deception. So long Ss the people hiat
Crood laws, got jiidies, a souuîd uipper el-us, tliere wvon1d lie reasoni to hope.
If the richl were a biea.ltblful examlple t0 thei poor. andti ere, existekl a reverellue
for the înajesty of law, fiamnied ili justice andi exeuteti with equlity ini the
p)unislineiit of crime, andth be enitbironeiienit of virtu!e, the nation coti liardly
bc couniteti as a ruiniet lîeap. Buit lic fouint pollution in thie very, foundal.,tionis
of social order, andi poison in the Very Ibun11tains of virtLue andi equlity.
Primces andi judges alikze leaguiedi to'gethier to comrrut the classes thIC3 Nwere
ordainled to educate anid refinle. And altkhoughi a gooti king wvas on the tbrone,
bis bauds -%ere tieti by bis sublordinates ; and i oly Sucbi laws coli bic passeti
as -%vonilt p:aîier to the corrlupt inicilînbents of office. Juldgîn)ent wouild.be,

inletet by the benceh to the inlan -%viîo coli pay the mnlost ilonley for it.
Virtiue, 1w sncbi a state of tlin'ig b4it the A.ifit, .:,vie -n-.--iedfo h

îicllest oU the vinle. Ice kznew thiat so loing as bribery ini bighi places sat,
cntlironed, ani raledtheUi administration of state atflurs.. politicail ie-ath couiti
not lie averteti; andticIiece the despair ila wbVichl ho speaks. IL înlay ]lave beenl
cqually guilty for the judge to takze, zand the client to give, the bribe that
defeateti julstice anla corrtipted Ian-. D'lt there is no0 douibt thiat tbe attemlpt
Io interfere witbi the mnjesty or lawv ]îad a twofold resuit. it tciited to the

unldute acquittai of thie crinlial, ani colisequenitiy caseti the path of crime
itself.

It is because the experienice giveii by thle prophet, in bis lamientations
over Samaria ilstrates the themne I lîav-c chioseni it bas bjeen introduceti hore.
For as the nation bat littie 10 hope for ili tbe v'itined inisti tultions with wlinch
they hlati trifled, so inay Ibis gencuiation yiulé! to dliscoluragceelt, auid individutal
cxpect-ations for persomal picty lie curtailet iii proportionî ta, " e e\t ent to

NvIbich the 1îmb1appy policy of the propheL7s day is iiniit,«Itedl.
Als to thle Chaunces of defeat.ing l'le cends of political juistice ini buis age,

thanks ta the influence of ani advallced state, of polibical imorality, it, iiiay weIll
lie saidti tat sticli ovcrtL ;iCU are more the exception la the rille. Andi it
iiiay trilly lie said fthat wlîcrc the excep)tioni doos. occuir, it, mnust have lthe
miandeC of secresy thirQwi over it, to Save it frolil deféat; ani 11o soolner dIoos
thie înistaice or iitiine becoîne public, timan it is tienoinceti with scorn. It
is )lot Nvith Such a phrase or tbe subjeet, this zirticle is intendeti toL deal. But.
it is 'vîtlî the attemnpts, Oftcïî tou POIpuh1tr- to iluake Silootb tihe rtuggcd 1 atb of

ýSil, thli t1lis nrticle lins to do0; nt(1i it is true thai thme mause of Trlth suffers


