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ticles af faith. What it combats is the
whole body of principles which sacred
revelation and  sound philosophy main-
tain: those fundamental and holy prin-
viples, which teach man the supreme ob-
Ject of his carthly life, which ke p him
in the performance of his duty,which in-
spire his heart with courage and resigna-
tion, and which in promising him incor-
ruptible justice and perfect happiness be-
yond the tomh,enable him to subject time
to eternity, earth to heaven. But what
takes the place of these principles,which
form the incomparable strength hestowed
by faith 2 A frightful skepticism, which
¢hills  the heart and stifles in the con-
scicnee every magnanimous aspiration,
This system of practical atheism must
necessarily cause, as in point of fact it
does, a profound disorder in the domain
of morals for, as the greatest philosoph-
ers of antiquity have declared, religion is
thie chiel foundation of justice and virtue,
When the bonds are broken which nnite
man to God, who is the Sovercien Tewise
lator and Universal Judge, a mere ph
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It is in consequence of this condition
of things that the social body, beginning
with  the family, is sullering  such
serious evils, For the lay State, forget-
ting its limitations and the essential obe
ject of the authority which it wiclds, has
laid its hands on the marriage bhond to
profane it and has stripped it of its ree
ligious character ; it has dared as much
as it could in the matter of that natural
right which parents possess to educate
their children, and in many countries it
has destroyed the stability of marriage
by giving a legal sanction to the licen-
tious institution of divorce. All know the
result of these attacks. More than words
can tell they have multiplied marriages
which are prompted only by shameful
passions, which are speedily dissolved,
and which, at times bring about bloody
tragedies, at others the most shocking
infidelities.  We nothing of the in-
nocent offsprings of  these unions, the
children  who are abandoned or whose
morals are corrupted on one side hy
the bad example of the parents, on the
other by the poison which the oflicially
fay  State constantly pours into  their
hearts,
mg with the family. the political and
social order is also endangered by doce
trines which
thority, and
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which have corrupted the
genuine conception of government,  For
il sovereign authority is derived formaliy
from the consent of the people, and not
from God, who is the supreme and Fters




