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tedious and at tinies iinîbuiiess-like, but
,the resuit wvill be a heaithier one.Lu the only case of an unpleas ant charac-
ter before this Assembly, one iii whicli ex-
-éited feelings in and out of Court made
delicate laudling ncdful, wvhile I liad occa-
sien to observe these dcfccts in the conduet
4if the case, I had aise te admire the prac-
tical wvisdom ef thec decision arrived at. Lt
was an appeal by one of the most respectcd
fathers of the body against the metropolitan
presbytery ou the- grouind of irregularities
of procedure in the formation of a ncw
suburban charge and the induction of its
first pastor. The Asscmbîy, while it cen-
sured the irregularities, declined te disturb
the settlement. The interest of the case
lay in this, that it was an extreme example
of a class of cases continually occurring
a mixed community, where the Church
callcd te overtake spiritual work, under novel
and adverse conditions. Forms devised te
gnide tlic usual order of Church transac-
tions, such as the congrcgating of a people
or the caîl of a pastor, must bc saerificed
when, under circnmstances neither conterai-
plated nor previded for, it ivould frustrate
the substantial ends in vicw te adhiere te
thie letter of tlie form. The -principle is
acknowledIgcd and must be actcd on in the
inost settlcd of churches, if it would do its
duty by new exigencies. lu a colony like
tbis, when thec foundations are to be laid,
and a new society presents iiew problems,
stili more latitude ought te be conccedcd.
lndecd, our brethren here may almost dlaim
the privileges attaehcd by old divines to n
Church ini course of formation. At the
same time, it wvill alvavs bc open to con-
troversy, according te cach man's habits of
thoughit, at wvhat point thc limits of lawful
liberty arc cxceedied and a daugecrous liceuse
in dispcnsing ivith cstablishied ordcr coma-
inences. The judgment of the brethren,
under invocation of promnised guidance, cau
alone decide esch case, as this case lias been
hiere decidcd.

The statisties for the pnst year laid hefore
teAssembly exhibit progress. Eleven
nwministers have been aâmîtted. The

total incoie of congreg-ationsî or rather of
those two-thirds of the congregations which
inakze retturus, reaches £44,200, against
£40,S00 lat vear ; sums which do net in-
clude betwixrt £6000 and £7000 of state
iid, whf ch is divided amoxig a. large number
of the ministers, thougli net oflicinlly ae-
cepted by the Church at large. There is
ne central fund for iiinisterial support, but
tbe guarautccd stipends seem te have been
paid up in aIl but a smail per centage of the
cases reported. These stipends range from
the minimun of £300 and manse up te
£1000 per annum ; and although from the
highcr cost of living such salaries do net
represent a highier average of comfort and

more easy circurastanees than our Free
Churcli ministry has ever realizcd. There
is unfbrtunately ne information of tlic num-
bers ndliering te Prcsbyterianism who hai'e
been alrcady reached and congregnted ; but
I flnd that under an admirable scheme for

patoalvisitationsinalogous te otir stiner
ecnglstie deputations, seven of thiese re-
mnote and thiiuly-pleopled tracts, which as
yet lie outaide tlie settled pastorates, Nwere
vîsited this spring; and four or five of thera
are said te be ripe for the settlemeut of a
ininister. Missiona:y contributions caa
hardly be said te bear as yet a dlue propor-
tien te tlie genernl income. The wbole
ameunt raised for this objeet is under £1400.
Lt is only fair, hewevcr, te recolct that
the internal gro%-tt and consolidation of a
young Churcli is its flrst dnty, and that
several seliemes oif this chiaracter are now
on foot which eall for sperial. liberality.-
Recently, they bave begln te expand thecir
heirthen missions. Ttvo classes of heathen
within the coleny itself, the vanishing r-cm-
nant of aberigines and those natives of
China 'whoni hope of gain attractz te thest
golden shores, bave for some ycars occupied
the Victorian Church. Now she lias also
undertaken te assist the work ini the Southt
Sens by maintaining two European labour-
ers. To meet this fresh obligation, a col-
lecting erganization of ladies bias just been
started, which, under the enthusiastie ma-
nagement of Mr. Campbell of Geeleng, late
of Meirese, will soon, 1 trust, put the mis-
sien in a goed position.

Two very important funds laid their first
reports before this Assembly. Ore is a
fund for pensioning aged and infn-m minis-
fers, whichi aims as a minimum capital et
£5000; and in titis its first year has receiv-
cd in subseriptions £2783. It deserves te
be noticed that, towards this sum haîf of
the ministers have subscribcd at the rate of
£5 a year for five years. Young as the
Church is, sncb a fand bas net been started
a day tee soon. Special cases of super-
annuatien arc alreadyoccurring; the "<bard-
nes » which the eIder clergy had te endure
in the rougb carly days of ei colony must,
cre long, begin te tell; and the seener the
capital sum ir paid up the better. The
ether and, if possible, still more important
schcme launched this year; is for the en,
dowment of a Theelogical Hall. It bas,
been foit fer years,I1 belleve, and with grow-
ing force, that the supply of ministers frem
home, wviile it may often bc unsuitable,
must always ba scanty and precarieus, and-
shas it vità]l cencerns the pregresa of thec
Cliurcli te develop fromn axnong ber oivn,
yonng men a succession of candidates for
the ministxy. A fewv students have always
been under some sert of superintendence;
but it was net till this ycar shat the large
projoct ww;i set~ on foot of rrdsing a f und
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