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refors to is «, the coercive jurisdictiotu con
oected v.-th sucli an institution.

Now this we couî'eive ta ho rcalIy ln
g1reat loss, or ai loss at ail. An intelligent
episcopalian who believcs that that gystcm
of church governînent is hascil on scripturc,
and that his chîîrch lias becn fouînded by
Christ and bis apiostles, and owcs its origin
to no earthly govcrnment, necd care but
littie whether the office and jarisdietion of
its ministers bc recognized by net of parlia-
ment or queen's letters, or not. Rie knows
that the churcli long cxisted without any
recognition frotu the state exept occasional
persecutions, and its office-bearcrs wvcre as
much and ns trulv officc.bcar-ers of the
cîxurcli then as ever tlîey wcre since the
clîurch ivLs establislied by Constantine, and
it need not disturb bis equanimity what
4-iyil courts may decidc as te the statuis of
tîxcir ministry. So at lcast wc féel as
prcsbyterians. Bclicvin ' in the scriptural-
ncss of the preshyterian polity, wc would
neot care a straw thougli ail the lord clan-
collors and civi. courts in Europe were te
decide thatour nxinisters were nlot ministers
at ail. Snob a decision from any civil
court any scund-hearted presbyterian would
laugh ta seorn. Believing that the churih
owes its existence and coî.st:tutwào. ta
Christ, he would regard his rainisters as
holding the saine position after sucit a de-
cisqion as before. It is truc that this would
place the ch urch of England iu the colonies,
in the eýe of' the lav, in the position of
voluutarýY associations, as other religions
bodies are regarded. But wlicthcr titis is
likced or nlot, if is the positionx te wlîich the
members of that body mnust inake up their
miuds. The prescrit decision plainly ira-
pliecs that churches iii the colonies wvili just
bave thc position which thc legisiatures of
rhese colonies choose to give thcîn. And
iii our owvu, and înost other colonies, it is
vcry certain what that will be. The poiey
will le te place ail deuouiinations on a foot-
ing of equality, with catira liberty te manage
thieir affaira aceoring to their owvn views,
so long as they keep within bounds of the
law. The fitet that certain bodies are es-
tabiished lu Eugland or Scotland, will nlot
give thie sligtcst *pre-emineuce to members

of baile affliliated with thcm in thils pro.
vince. Our friends of '.li Rirk, we inay
note in passing, mnay à%s well niakc alp thoir
Minds to thii filet. Lt is simipiy ridiculous
to bear ministers of thxit body iii this pro.
vince, talking of tieir stattis tui ninisters of
an establielhed dhurch, and the Qucen heing
bou.nd ta (Io so and so for thein on accounit
of thecir holding that position. Shie may lie
se bound in Scotland, because hy the Iaw of
Swodaud there is a preshytecrian churcit
established thxere; bu*, in goverraing Nova
Seotla, she ig just s.; mucli bouîîd bi- the
law of Nova Scotia as Yhe is hy tire lawv ol
Scotland, in Scotland, and, if in the latter,
sue is bound by the law te revognize one
body as established, shc is cqntally bound in
Nova Sctia, by tire iaw of Nova Scotia, to
recognize nonc as establishied, aud ail as on
an eqîîality.

It niight appear an a first readling of the
lord cbancellor's dec:sion, as if the churcli
of England in tire colonies liad not thc pow
er, by voluntary association, to establish the
jurisdiction of bishops, metropolitan or
suffragan. Bat lie distinctly refera te their
position as part of an estairlished dlurcir.
There would le no diffictilty were they
merely ciaimning the position of otirer bodies
and simply wishurrg to escablish amoug
themselves ail the parts of tIre episcopalian
systcmn of ch-irch goverfiment, as what they
beiieved tf0 be iuost in accordance with
scripture. In tis caçe their bishops wouid
hoid a position to their flocks analog-ous to
thrrt of thic hshrops of the Romisi churel lu
protestant countries, or of tire epîscopai
clrîrch in tire United States. MWhen thre
power and jurisdiction ciaâmcd hy ceclesias-
tics is dependent on the conseut of tireir
own adixerents, and tIe onlv means of cai
rying out decisions is by iufluencing the
conscience by spiritual means, no protestant
goverfiment will interfere witii thera. And
we hlave no hesitation in saying that titis is
ail the power the ministry sbould have.
The union of the spiritual, powers with the
civil lias always beca founid subversive of
liberty, and bas pribably, la tire past bistory
of tire worid, heen thc occasion o? more
strife thair any single cause, apart fromn the
generai one o? humnan depravity, and we are
jealons even of ifs sbadow.
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