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Stone Fenoa Posts,

Codar fenze posts aro bs:oming exponsive, and at no
vory distant day a substituto must bo found for them.
Cadar is o troe of exceolingly slow growth and only thrives
wall in paoaliar situations It ishard to say that it is cap-
abls of cu’t v ition wath any prospoct of obtaning gam. We
baliove no atta.npt has beon made to cultivate cedar for
ths parposs of rausing timber, and 1t1s obvious that no one
will ombirk in the ontarprise, as an ordinary hifetime
would bs reyuire.d for tha troes to grow of suflicient size ta
bs used for posts. In this country no one 1s willing to
wait 303 830003 of yoars for a crop.

Of Iats ¢o lar has coms in denand for quite a number of
purpasds aside from frrnishing fonco posts. Almostall
the tolezraph poles in the country are colar, and the de-
mand for thom for this purpose in the futurs promises to
b> immsnss. Conatlorablo oodar lumber is also sawn inte
siungle anl matarials for cooporage. Much is used for
pilinz and for furnishing protection agawnst the action of
wator. Jtis now propased to use cedar for pavemonts, as
or.linary wools go to decay so quickly when placed in con:
tast with the moist earth.

It is tras that othor sorts of wood can be used to toler-
able advantaze for fenco posts, though nothing has been
found to ho the oqual of cedar, which has a large numbe:
of qualities that ospecially fit it for the purpose of sus-
taning a fenco. It 1s vary durable, oven whon exposed to
situativns whero it i3 alternately wet and dry. It is one
of the lightest wouds Jnown, and acoordingly 1t can be
easily trahsportsd aud handled.  The sticks are onlinarily
very straight, so that they require very little preparation
for po.ts.  The wood is casly split with a saw or with
wailges.

Itisevidon? that the supply of gow1material for boards
will outlast tho supply of gnod material fur posts, amd
that at no distant day a sabstituto must be found for
wood. Insoms Luropein countries jron has been used
for supports of tolograph wires and panels of fences.
With iron 80 high anl land so cheap, it 1s havdly Likely
that wo shall have iron fence posts in this country to any
oonsiderable extent. Most likely the subatitute for wooil
will bo stona. Tor more than a century gramte fonce

ogts have boan usel in some parts of Now Lvgland wath

s vary bost rosuits.

We have i1 many partions of the west quarries of stonc
that aro sinzularly adaptel to forming fonce poste. The
stone is ordinarily impure limestone, very owy to sphit, and

lying in borizontal layers of about the thickness required to
form a single post.  These depasits aro goncm{ly very
near the surfaca of the ground so that little labour is re-
quired to open up a quarry. The stone requires no dr:ss-
ing, and holes for mails are very casily drilled mit. Ne
expensive tools are required to split the stone.

The advantage of stono posts is parmanency. Once in
lace, they are t?vood for many generations. They are only
iable to injury from breakage, aud this liabihty is very
slight. Lxpzricazo has shown that stono postsare les:

Yiable 0 badestroyed by breakage than woolen posts are
by fira. Of comsse, tha labrur of preparing and hauling
stons pnsts i3 greatar than in tho oaso of those of wondi
but the work ¢an ordmnnrily be done when farmers have
little 1o do, anl 1n muny instances stone posts can be ob-
tained for less money than wooden posts —Chicago 1imes.

Canstruction of Barns.

—

A corraspon‘lent of the Coualry Gantleman, aftor suln
mitting for enticism the contemplated plan of abarn, asks
the following quostions :—How large ought hay shates t
be? (1) How large ought vontilater tabes to be? (2;
Ought thoy to Lo tight all the way till they pass out of the
roof? (3) Should the ventilator tubo bs closed about
tightly where it passes out of the roof, or should the open
and nnoccupied gpace under the roof also communicate
with theoutside ventilator 2 (4) My plan(liable to change)
now is 43 fact suare, with cellar for cowsan-lgheep ; next
above, horse-stable, granary and carriage floor, and above
this & threshing floor 16 feat wide, with bays each side 16
feot oach ; cellar, 8§ feet high (clear) ; intermediate story,
8 foot 8 inchos (clear) ; upper story 20-feet posts. 1 send
s little sketch of the arrangement I have in mind of the
thres floors. 1 should be glad of erticisms and suggestions
bat bs assnred I shall not he eurprizel or mortified, how
ever little attention you may give it. I am convinced
that the economy of a square, or nearly square building, is
not generally appro.iated, Lt thero may be soma disad
vantages. (5) Ilow shall I strengthon the great beam «
the north side of north bay, and on the sonth side of s
bay, to prevent thewr bsing pressel. .tward in the middic
by the pressure of Liay —by a lung brace from about th
mildle of tae cros3-sill to near the top of the posts, or L
crusybewms? (G) What 19 the bost style of roof for such
bazn—woull not whatis called the French atyle (plain) 1

moro expensive and render more difficult tho arrangeme:
of the ventilator tubes and track for car of horsefork ? (7.
I havo seon a five-aighths iron rod put up for track—is it
as good as any ? (S) Huw aro the floors of horse-stable:
constructed so that the filth does not go through? (9;
What is tho mothod of carrying water to cattle w theu
stalls® (10) Have I posts encugh in my plan—I16 feus
from post to post, cach way, and in each story ? (11).
These aro angwered in succession thus:—Y,  The
common sizo is about 20 by 30 inchesinside. They should
bs planed smaoth to allow the hay to slide easily, anu
should be slightly smaller at the top, and gradually enlarge

in deaconding, which prevonts dangor of tho hay lodging.
2. Ventilator tubes will be large cnough if one-half o
two-thirds this s:ze. 3 and 4. There should be opening:
into tho ventilators from the upper part of the hay loft, i:
the barn is tight, to allow any vapors from tlie hay to pus
off. These vapors will pass into the ventilator amd escayn
(and the fumes from bolow will not piss throurh thew
openings and mto thoe loft), if the ventilutor cap is places
at tho top, like that ropresented m fig. 1, awl m section by
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fig. 2; it is mado of plank, except the four 1ron rods at the
corners, 5. 'There 15 economy in building nearly square,
both in material and in the retention of heat in winter;
the disadvantages are, a want of light for the central por-
tiung, anit more duticult sute-ventilation. 6. 1f the posts
we stitf enoush, all the nocessary bracing or ties may be
laced in the taors above und below ; bug if not, cross
timbers or iron rods may be used. The pressure against
the side walls is comparatively slizht, where hay is stored
within, as the mass 18 held together by its ibrous texture,
and does not settle, like earth orsaud, with resistless force
against them. 7. The French, orgambrel roof, is a saving
of board siding, by substituting shingle roof instead, and 1
aolds a groater cubic_content for the materisl.  When
Yuildors are famihiur with this mode of consttucting the
roof, it would be attended with no duficulty—otherwise
we would recommend the common and mumpler form, as
there is no greas advantagen the former. 8. If the rod
or baris firmly supported, the precise form s not unportant.
9. Itiswell to have good, tight-matched tloors, but no
well-managed barn will'ever emit much foul odor from the
basement.  Manure. if allowed to remaun within doors,
should be supplied with asudiaent amount of some Xind of

Fig. 2.

«hsarbent, (straw, muct, dry loam, road dust, &c.,) to
prevont all offensive smell I this cannot he accomplished,
wheel all the manure out into the yard twice a day. The
odor of manure mjures the building, corrodes harness,
hurts the animals, wastes the manure, and indicates
woglectful management. 10. Water may be conveyed to
cattle by pumping it into horizontal troughs ; or by under-
¢round mpes, with sutlicient head ; or by the method
represented in fig. 3, all the tanks being connectod by
~overwd curved pipes.  When water is poured into one, it
will till all alike. "It is ‘mportant to secure the pipes from
freezing. 11, Yes, if the cross-timbers are strong enongh
and are well supported by braces—the strength dependson
bracos, tics, suflicient timbers, &c., as well as nearness of
poats. It would be well, however, as buildings are com-
wonly made, to provide the basement with at least double
the number of posts.

The sketches of the plan of the barn do not represent the
details ; 8o far a8 we can see-from these outhine sketches,
the design appears to be good 1n 1ts leading features. The
three-story barns, like this, will be likely to undergo con.
sidorable modification as the horse-fork and horizontal hay:
«arrier come 1mto more common use.

The Farmer’s Tool-houss and Workshop.

A farmer can never fully appreciate t..o usefulness of a
sood set of tools and a workshop, 1n which he canon
rainy days, or in the winter season, repair his farm im.
plements in many cases, or make uscful articies to be used
on tho farm, and bscome expert in the use of plains, saws,
hits, drawing-knives, & On nino farms in ten in the
United States, probably, all tho cdge tools to be found
consist of an old saw, not filed within ten years; a rusty
auger, with handleloose ; one or two gimlets, made halfa
~entury ago, and an axe, in pretty good order from sheer
icceasity, to be able to cut wood cnough to keep from
sscezing in the winter season. Every good farmer should

have a room in some outbuilding where a stove can be
placed in the winter, in which he can do any little jobs
that one’may be able to do who is not a practical mechanio.
Aftor this workshop is provided ho should purchase a fair
wsortment of good tools, as follows :—I'ine and coarse
teeth saws, two or three augers, of difforent sizes ; bits of
e or six sizos, with brace, to be used in the place of
amlots, being much bettor; several plancs, drawing-
xuife, files of different sizes, a vise, hatchot with o broad
ont, nail hammers, large and small + & small sledge-hem-
mer, weighing abont two ponnds, and other things thas
will occur to him when purchusing. A cooper's shaving
norse is & very uscful thing to havo in such a workshop ;
Jdso different sized wrenches, with which any nut on the
ron-work of farm implements may bo removed.
Let any young farmer supply himself as above stated,
ud in two or three years he wall be surprised at bis ad-
ance in the uso of such tools and his ability to repair
uany things that are generally sent to the blacksmita or
vheelwright to mend. e shonld always provide in ad-
ance hardwood timber, cut in the most convenient sizes
or such uses as he may require it, so that if he wants to
upair an implement, he can mstantly find just the picce
f wood nceded and scasoned. A man who accustoms
umself to the use of good tools and brings up his boys to
asethem, may frequently repair his farm buildings quite
s well as a carpenter.  Suppose that a roof 18 to be
shingled—any man of tace who is accustomed to the use
of the hammer and chalk-line can do it. So it is with
lapboarding —a little care in lapping and keeping the
ourses level, and any farmer .an do it, or _x‘rame a small
sut-liouse, if he has suitable tools and has had somo prac-
‘ice. Every farmer knows how very often something upon
113 premises becomes ‘“ out of order ;" how frequently he
iras to go or seud *‘to the villaze,” from one to five or
nore miles distant, to have some little thing done that he
ould do in a few minutes if he were properly prepared for
t. YTorinstance, he commences haying; the weather is
‘ine, and he is anxious to cut all the grass he can on tha
‘lay. e works ai hour or two, and a bolt in the machine
hecomes loose, a nut having come off, which islost. e
s not accustomed to swear much, but on this accasion he
1308 pretty rough language, as the machine must be idle
the rest. of tiie day, in order to go to town and have a new
nut made. .

Now, suppose that this man had provided extra nuts
and bolts for his mowing-machine, as every farmer ought
to do—that is, those that are liable to break or get locss
ind be lost—in such case his detention would have been
hut a few minutes. This provision of extra bolts and nuts,
«xtra plough-shares, hoe and hay-fork handles, &e., comes
m as a consequence of forming the habit of keeping a
s00d supply of workshop tools and looking ahead in ve-
Jard to farm labors.  Faimers can often, on rainy days,
cmploy hired men in their workshops in helping repair
some implement. 1t is very bad mnanagement for a fnrmer
to have nothing for his farm hands to do in wet weather,
and something should be prepared for them on such oc-
casions, Tho geod farmer will always look ahead, and
have something that Ins help can do profitably when they
«annot work out of doors.—New York World.

Right vs. Left Hand Plonghs.

A correspondent writes as follows to the Olio Farmer,
on the comparative merits of left and right handed
ploughs, evidently favoring the former :~—

Nearly every farmer in this neighborhood uzes a loft.
hand plough. Why is this so? s it hecause the left
hand has any advantage over the right? I have never
found out what this advantage was, but I claim the right
hand has more than one advantage over tholeft. Oners
in breaking s colt ; a man generally wants to hitch a colt
on the off side, and with a right-hand plough tho colt
will soon learn to follow the f{urrow ; then when he has
learned to turn at the end, if the nigh horse is a singls-
line horse, the single line can be put on him, the colt
jockeyed off, and all will go well.

But with a left hand plough the colt is put on the
land, with nothing to keep him to his place but a jookey
stick, and he will go just where he pleases—sometimes in
and eometimes ont—picking the bLest place to walk, of
course, and it is impossible to make a straight furrow.
Another is, in finishing upa Iand, there should be thres
narrow furrows left, and in ploughing tho third from the
last furrow, there is barely room for a horse to walk on
the land ; with a right hand plough a person can keep the
nigh horsc on the land by using the line, but with a left
hand plough the furrows are mostly made 5o crooked that
the horse can neither walk on the land nor in the furrow
all the time. When the strip is of a width all along, the
off horse can walk in the furrow casier than on the land,
and there is where he will walk. It always seemed to me,
when I waa plouihing this furrow with a left band plough,

that T ought to have two jockey sticks—one before and

.



