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repeating that the adviee and the toformation he received
from you havo been very useful to him.

Tue CouNCIL 0F AGRICULTGRE.

No such thing exists as the oouncil of agriculture : it has
been established twice and twice abolished,

NATIONAL STUD,

The government seews to have been unlucky in its agri-
oultural legislation. Five years ago, intendiog to found 2 stud,
the goverameont bought 25 stallions. : Puercherons, Ulydesdales,
Huckooys, &c., some from the States, but the greater number
from Europe. They were let out to the agricultural societics,
aod so negleoted by the grooms that they were ruioed.
Consequeotly, the stock was abolished shortly after its esta-
plishment and the horses were sold for a mere song, By this,
the provinee lost several thousand dollars,

The government also started u stock-farm, but had to give
it up, as the animals on the farm were too much negleoted.
A few siloes are beginning to be made in this province.

There is n) school of agriculture.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

At Charlottetown, Mr. Morrison, the Commissioners’ se-
eretary was good coough to :how me over the stuck-farm,
which is about three miles frow the tuwa. Oa this farm, there
18 a shorthorn bull that wiighs 2,500 bs., an Ayrshire, from
Scotland, coting $180.00 ; 20 thoroughbred Ayrshires cows,
25 thoroughbred shorthorns, Berkshire and Yorkshire pigs,
and Leicester und Shropshire sheep. The animals reared on
the farm arc auctioned off by the commissioners in the spring
«od autumn. The only cvnditiva 1mpused on the purshasers 1s
that any animal buugut by them shuald be kept in their pos-
session, uie Lhe Isluzed, for three or four years. At Southport,
I saw a4 farmer who, L.viog buught a ~hurthorn calt for $45,
sold him, a fuw years afterwards for $117.65, i. ¢. 2353 1bs.
at S cents a pound !

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES,

Here, there are neither societies nor council of agriculture:
The exhibitions are held by means of grants from government:

The beauty of the crops that covers the island astonished
me. What a fertile prowiace it is! Everywhere are fine fields
of gratu and potatocs, as well as rioh pastures, where the eattle
graze on perennially green and abundant grass. It may well
be called a garden. The soil is a red loam.

Only in New-Jersey oan a similar suil be found. It is not
uncommon to find ficlds of potatoes of 6, 8, and cven 10 ar-
pents. The abeminable potato beetle made its appearance in
the island twe years ago, haviog sailed over the Straits of
Northuwberland—so they say—on the sea-weed. This sea-
weed is a great addition to the natural fertility of the soil of
the island; at low-tide, the farmers gather it ou the shore,
and spread it in their yards, mixing it with the maoure of
the cattle,

Dairy-scHOOLS.

In cach of the maritime provinces there are dairy-sohools,
to the support of which the federal government oontributes,

BREEDS OF STOOK.

Of ~ottle, the chief sorts kept are : Jerseys, Ayrshires, and
Shorthorns ; of sheep : Lcicesters and Shropshires ; of pigs :
Berkshires and Yorkshires,

CONCLUSIONS.

As the result of my investigations on the working of the
agricultural laws of these provinees, I have arrived at the
following eonclusions :

IMPROVEMENT OF S5TOOK.

‘These provinces, by their legislation and sootctics, take
more pains to improve their stock than we do, and we ought
to imitate them.

I do not advise the establishment of stook-breeding farms.
We have breeders who can get for us all we want. Our agri-
cultural sohgols, too, ought to keep pure-bred stock, to register
those they rear, and be in a position to supply our sovietics
with all the anincls they require.

It they would do this, they would fiad it, as others have,
s paying business. T am not in a position to say what breeds
should be kept; I leave that to more competent persons.
Sowe farmers say Jerseys are the breed, and if butter be in
question, they are doubtless right; but if cheese, then we
should listen to the admirers of the Ayrshires.

Others will tell you that we have no need to search for
foreign breeds ; that we have in our proviace a race of hardy,
milk-producing cows, whose superiority over others has been
proved by the Direotor of the Qentral experiment-farm, where
there is a herd of Canadian cows, as well as by experiments
you yourcelf have made at Quebee. We have ouly to improve
this race. by selestion, to prove that io hardiness as well as
in abundant yield of milk, it is superior to all others,

Tho agricultural sucietics ought to make more frequent
purchases of pure brecding stock. Instead of retaining them
as their own property, they should follow the system adopted
by most of the societics of Nova-Scotia, and by the commis-
sioners of Princo Kdward Island. This aystem cousists in
sclling the animals by auction, the purchasers being bound to
keop them in their posscwsion for so many years, and to fulfil
ocortain conditions 1mposcd upon them by these sociciies e
the interest of their members. Thus, the purchasers become
nterested, as proprietors, in taking carc of the cattle, which,
if If to the oaro of the servants of the societies are generatiy
negleoted. This hag proved to be the oase in a hundred ins-
tanoes, among others, here and in New-Brunswiok.

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES,

In Nova-Scotia, the agricultural socictics, which resemble
our farmers' clubs, appear to give satisfaction, and I do not
<ce why we should not adopt the same system. All we nced is
to allow the legal organisation of those clubs that number at
least 25 members, and subseribe at least forty dollars : at the
same time we might grant them the sawie rights and advant-
ages as the other agricultural socictics. These clubs are doing
zood and uscful work, All they need to complete their utility
is the aid and privileges we give to the agricultural soeieties.
This legislaton would not inorease the ecxpenditure ; we
~hould only have to decree that the goveroment grant be the
sawe it is now for cach county, but that it be divided between
the egricultural society and the clubs of the county, or pro
1 uld of the amouant of the subscriptions of each association
This is the system pursued in Nova-Scotiz, where the grant
cannot excoed $400 a county, whatever be the number
of socicties it embraces. More iiberal is the government of the
province of Quebeo, since it allows for the agricultural sooie-
ties §656 00 a county. Every onc admit that the agricultural
society No. 2 of Terrebonne, composed of farmers’ clubs organ-
ised by Dr, Griguon, has rendered and continues to render
great service to the farmers of that part of the country, The
funds of this socicty are divided between the clubs, each of
which deals with its share either by holding exhibitions, by



