THE MESSENGER.-

B 'LESSON' xm‘4mpr. 25.

.' Kev1ew : lsrael’s Rnse and Fall

GOLDEN TEXT

‘No good thing wﬂl he withold from them

that- wa:lh upnght.ly *—Psa. 1xxx1v 11

Home Readmgs.

‘M. Psa. i 1-6. —’I‘he good man..

T. Psa., vxii 1-9.—The nobleness of man.
W. Psa.. xix., 1-14—God’s world and. word.-
T. Psa., XX., 1-9.—Help from the Sanctuary.
¥, Psa. xxv., 1-22—A prayer for mercy.
S. Psa. xxxili 1-22.—A song of praise.

B S. Psa xxxiv., 1—22 —The blessmg of trust

Suggestions.» :

No nation, and no individual, can attain
the highest good from -life without supremo
consecration- to God, a lofty ideal, and a

holy. enbhu.sw.sm in- the service of God and

man.

.. Sin is ungra.teml and mean, as well as
wicked. God’s ‘goodness, which has ever
blessedsour :lives, which has done more for

us than we can-ask or even think, should
lead us to .love and serve him wnth our
whole heart. A gentleman once said to &
wicked man, “You do not look as if you bad
prospered by your wickedness.’ ‘I have not,’
cried the man. ' ‘With half the energy. I

‘have spent- I-might have been a man of
property “and character. I-am a homeless

wretch; have' twice been in State’s- prison,
and ha.ve made ‘acqualntance’ with 21l sorts

of‘miseries;-:-but - my womt pumshment is-

being whatI am.’

God does ‘all that is po&sible to save men -
from sin'and ruin. He puts, every kind of .
. obstaclé 'in their path ~— warnings, mercies,
pumshmen'ts, entreaties love—to make the -
way of the tra.nsgressor 80 hard tha.t they
‘will” forsa.ke it and live. : i

Life is both an education and a proba,uon '

it is a test of what we are, and a. means of
making us what we ought to-be. - The pro-
cess of education is a probation; tJle process

- of proving is an education.

There is a limit . to .probation. There

comes a time when it is too late to change;-

when, as in the case of Esau, repentance,
though it be with bitter tears, cannot restore
the lost birthright.-
far that the building cannot be saved.

laws of ‘health, up to-a.certain point, a.nd
yet. recovery be possible. - But -there is-
point,. to go. beyond. which is incurable dis—

case. and death. No medicine, no nur.ing:

can then save. So with strong drink, there
is a time, when the habit is forming when

it is possible, however difficult, to leave off.
But if the drinking goes on, the habit is so .

confirmed, the disease of the body is so in-
wrought, the will so weak, .that the drunk-
ard may pray and strive with bitter tears
for release, and yet go straight to his:cups
again.
‘Peloubet.’

. Lesébn Illustrated.

This brings us again to our review. One
whole -quarter has centred around the ten
iribes of Israel, s0. we make the map of that
kingdom, the centre of our study.
group the lessons around it we shall find
that-the right hand side beldng, excepting the

first, to the life of Elijah, wlnle the left, -

. save the last-two, deal w1th cvents in the

life of Elisha. .

I. The tone map teaches again the {ar-
reaching consequences of a sharp answer
With lesson II, the raven again brings food
to —— while in III. is the altar he“buiit at
——and in IV. is the shade, sleep and food
God gave him in the ——. V. shows the
bitter grapes that were brought by the covet-
ous wish that —— allowed to Le gratificd
by the wickedness,of his wife ——.. 1o VI
the .trumpet . tells. of -the prophet caxue.l uy
in a whirlwmd whne his mantle fell . upen

In- thxs succemx ’g Iife e come m VII to.

The flames have gone so -
Men -
cdn ill-treat their bodies, and disregard the

The same. is true of all bad habxts.—,

As wo put forth a

jmpending day.

B the upper room, built for him, and th.e little‘
" life there given back to the mother, who

was' a —— woman. - The river:in VIII re-
minds us of — who was cleansed in the.
river ——. In IX. is the city. where God’s

love sheltered one man .against -a - whole;
The arrows in X. are those of King:

army.
—— of weak faith and small results. = In
XI. the highway from which men” fall

through“drink, and the heart.'_s of XII _gla.;'k

.

.ing our.souls.
"day night; and then,”becalisé- 3
. ments made fit-for, his use,’the- Sabba:tﬂx Will

they came in from the sun and the highwa.y
and the crowd, so he does not weary restor-
Let.us: find it out: each Satur-

bea day. of his nght ‘hand and power

This is the.most' a.pproprla.te 8CASO! ,r
for acquiring a firm . grasp of t.he trut.h ‘we
are going to teach-on the morrow. Not that
we are now, for the first time, to commence °
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ened and ‘chained, are the sinful nation going

into captivity.
Lessons IL., IIL, IV., VI, VIIL, VIIL, and

IX., teach Gods care for those who love-
hxm Lessons. I, V., XL, and XII.,, the pun~

ishment ¢f sin, a.nd X the old new Iesson
‘according to your falbh be 1t unto-you.’
Christian Endeavor Topics.

Sept: 25. ——Wha.t 1s true success ? — Matt.
xvi,, 21-27.

The Teacher’s Saturday Night

( Su.nda.Y-school -Chronicle.”)

We may sx"h for..the leisure and medita- -

tion of a by-gone.epoch; we may wish:that
its ‘practice of the presence of God’ had-lin-

gered on into our own time;-but it is'of no-

use, we tell- ourselves, to attempt to repro-
duce its characteristics
meodern. world. The, Saturday night of our
forefathers, meet ha.rbmger of the morning
of rest, is part of the tender grace of a:day
that is dead.

Are we quite certain that it -need be s0?
Might not a quiet half-hour be stolen from

the world, greatly to-our cwn advantage and’

to the welfa..c of others as well, if we only
determined eﬁ‘ort to reclaim
and secure it?
And if anyone should be anxious to buy up

this opportunity, it onght to be the man or-
woman who has spiritual work to do on the.
The Sunday-school teacher.

will not malke the most of the golden chances
of the Sabbath, until he learns to ccn~ecmn
a portion of his Saturday night. . w
We could not have a bntLez time Ior got-:
ting our own hearts and lives. intc tune for

those sazred tasks and enteumses to which -

we are going forward. . There is none.of us
who walks through. .the: week without con-
{racting defilemcut. . Making for ourselves

- a hailewed season and a cloistered place, wo

should look in and.eee what our failures
have.been; and then:lock il aod ask-our
natient Radeemer to.purge and renew. us.
Just as he \lusl*ncl b ] dxs\,wlc., rcet \Vhen
S

in .our . strenuous’

Unque=t10nab]y it might, .

to study xt but that, having previously gain-
ed a f'lmxlmr acguaintance *with Lthe message,
it 'should oa this final evening be focussed,:
crystallized, applied {o ourselves, con51dered
in its significance for our- scholars: The
great Athenian statesman and orator, Peri- -
cles, was never satisfied. with his specches,
unless they left hehind them kentra, goads:
in the minds of his listeners. Far too fre-
quently, though we have the best text-book~
in the world, and the promise of the Holy
Ghost to carry. its lessons home to consei-:

‘ence and heart, our Sunday instructions are:

pointless and ineffective; .they .plaut no
arousing and moving kentra in the young..
souls -that hearken to us. = The reason, in
countless, instances, is tha.t there has not.
been the right preparation beforehand. Our-
Sa.tur-day evenings should be utilized for
steeping our souls in the spirit of the leszon;
and then, when we meéi our classes next.;
day, it will be as the very prophets a,nd en-
voys of the King,. .

POWer of Syn‘ipathy.'

A certain lady bhad often wondered what

.people felt like who were dangerously ill.:

At last she got into this condition herself,
and was removed to a, hospital. = She:.had-
learned where to look for help, -and the:
Saviour had given-her such courage and
peace that she longed to speak of him to
the other sufferers wunder the same roof.
When our friend was about to leave, she
asked the matron 1o arrange that she might

" have a little service, which the convalescent -

palients were invited - to- attend.:". They
nearly all hegan {0 make excusoes. Services.’
did no good, aml they did not like them, they
said, ‘Lasy to talk, but 1o oue- caw quite
understand : what we  have: ‘gone through.!
‘The lady who is going to spedk is hm\»elf a:
1)atiem. and -has suffered “as muchlag any-:
one,’ the matron replied. “This-quite allered

" the case, and almost everyone came to- hears

the fellow-safferer.. “For the ‘same Toasonm
Jesus can'symypathize with us™ Hey too as»
Q paLient. a suﬂcrex —-‘Th.e Quw




