THE MESSENGER.

LESSON IX.—May 30.

Christian Faith Leads Mto
Good Works.

James ii., 14-23. Commit vs. 14-17.
GOLDEN TEXT.

“Y will shew thee my faith by my works.'—
Jae il 1k ;

Home Readingsf

M. James i, 1-15.— That ye may be Periect

and Entire.’
T. James i., 16-27.— Be ye doers of the
Word.”

W. James ii., 1-13.—Love is the Royal Law.

Th. James ii., 14-26.—Christian Faith Leads
to Good Works.

F. 1 John iii., 1-24.—° He that doeth Right-
eousness is Righteous.’

S. Col. i, 1-29.— Being Fruitful in Every
Good Work. :

S. Luke vi., 37-49.—The Tree Known by its
Fruits. . :

Lesson Story.

Our lesson is taken from the Epistle of

James, the brother of our Lord. This epis-
tle is full of good practical advice and warn-
ing against every kind of sham and hypo-
crisy. ¢ What doth it profit, though a man
say he hath faith ?’ he asks, and the word
‘ say’ is emphasized to denote the worthless-
ness of professions which are belied by char-
acter. If a man have true faith or love to
God that love can not help manifesting it-
self in kindsess to all men. It we sce
a- fellow creature in want and give to him
only good wishes, when we have the wneans
ourselves to fulfil those wishes—our sympa-
thy is not real. If a man truly love God
he will seek to show his love to man and
to treat him as God does.- (1 Jobn iii, 16-
18 iv.; 19-210) ;
- Abraham believed Ged but he had to show
his trust by implicit obedience. Rahab be-
lieved ‘in God but she had to show .her be-
lief by kindness to the spies—conduct which
would have endangered her life had her
people known of it. Faith congists not in
words, but in deeds.

Lesson Hymn.

You're longing to work for the Master—
Yet waiting for something to do;

You think that the future is holding
Some wonderful mission for you.

But while you are waiting the moments
Are rapidly passing away ;

Oh, brother, awake from thy dreaming !—
-Do something for Jesus to-day.

CGo sing happy songs of rejoicing °
With those who no sorrows have known;

Go weep with the heart-broken mourner,
Go comfort the sad and the lone.

From ﬁitralls and snares of the vtempter
Go rescue the thoughtless and wild ;
Go win fx;om the pale lips a ‘God bless

you:
Go brighten the life of a child.

Be earning your stars of rejoicing

‘While earth-life is passing away,
Win some one to meet you in glery,—
" Do something for Jesus to-day.

Lesson Hints.

The Epistle of James should be read
through at one sitting and the most striking
. verses committed to memory: When we
reccive a letter from a dear friend we has-
ten to read it through no matter how long
it is, and often we read it over and over un-
til almost every word is impressed on our
memory. We would not think of laying it

on the table and just once in a while read-
ing a line or two of it. If we did not un-
derstand it all we would carefully study it
or write to the friend for an explanation.
Now we may take these letters as written
to us and read them with intercst; those
things which we. do not understand we
may ask Jesus about, for he has promised
us ‘another Comforter’ who shall teach us
all things, (John xiv., 26).

We should know something about the
writer of the letter. He was called ‘James
the Just’ on account of his strict impartiality
and observance of the law. He was a per-
son of great distinction and influence in the
Church, looked up to by all. He was mar-
tyred at the age of about sixty-three, by
stoning, according to Josephus. Another
historian puts his death seven years later,
saying that James was thrown from a pin-
nacle of the temple and despatched with a
club while on his knees praying for his
enemies. A. D. 69.

‘What doth it profit 7”—What is the use
of saying a thing which your life proves
falge ? ‘The devils also believe’—the de-
mons or evil spirits know that there is one
God and their faith moves them to evil
works. Faith must have some effect, for
‘ faith without works is dead. That is,
we may have had a living faith to begin
with, but if we shut it up in a stony heart
it can not grow and bear fruit so it dies
away.

Yet this lesson is not meant to teach ‘in-
diseriminate charity,’ for as true faith with-
out works is impossible so good works,
even ‘the best of charities,’” are unprofitable
without faith. Works without faith are
like artificial fruit and flowers tied on to a
dead tree to make a fine appearance.

Experience proves that indiseriminate
almsgiving leads to great evils, Heavenly
wisdom is needed in attempting to help oth-
ers by gifts lest more harm than gooed should
be done.

Search Questions.

Show how this passage is in perfect har-
mony with the doctrine of justification by
faith.

Primary Lesson.

Do you know what it is to be sincere ?
Honest, frank, true, hearty and pure are all
words that might be used to explain it, If
you have a sincere {riendship for any one
it will have all those gualities. = God said
to Abraham, ‘ Walk before me; and be thou

gineere,’ (Gen. xvii.,, 1, margin). That meant

that he was mever to pretend anything to
God. If God told him to do anything he
must not pretend not te hear or not to un-
derstand, for if he did such things he could
not be the sincere friend that God wanted,
for God hates shams. 'We cannot hide any-
thing from him, for he knows all things,
but he hates to have us try to hide things.

‘We learn in our lesson to-day ‘ Abraham
believed God,” and ‘ he was called the Friend
of God.” Abraham showed his faith by do-
ing what God told him. We can show our
faith and love by being obedient, and if we
are gincere and loving, I am sure he will
call us, too, his friend, for Jesus said— Ye
are my friends if ye do whatsoever I com-
mand you.’

SUGGESTED HYMNS.

‘There are lonely hearts,’ ‘Scatter the
sunshine,” ¢ Faith is the victory,’ ‘ Work for
the night is coming,” ‘ To the work.’

Christian Endeavor Topic.

May 23.—Peace—when to seck it, and how.
—@Gen. xiii, 5-18.

Junior Prayer-Meeting Topic.

May 23.—How can wo be true, through
and through ?—Prov. xii., §; xvii.,, 22.

The Infant Class.

The infant ciass, as a rule, is a large class
—large numerically. Every child in the
church, as soon as it ecan walk and talk, is
considered. a member of this class. And
what a variety of little heads and hearts!
What opportunities! What a receptive soil!
They are all eye and ear. OCf course they
are a restless and noisy company. Unde-
veloped, untrained, untaught, often shy and
peevish, nevertheless they all are the bless-
ed Saviour’s jewels. . g 4

But who shall teach the infant class ?
“0Oh anybody can instruet these innocent
koow-nothines,” some will say. Slowly,

.
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my friend ; have you tried it ? 1 have, and
found it a tremendous task. I'd rather
teach a clags of grown-up folks, or a bible-
class, even, any day. Some gentlemen may
have the necessary qualifications, yet I
think they ought to have a lady teacher.
Give them probably: a young woman yet in
her teens ; she may be able to comtrol and
rightly direct them into the way of God.
Perhaps she may, and perhaps not. Some
of these ycung women need a good bit of
training yet themselves, which is only too
often apparent in the sscular schools. of
course there are grand exceptions. The best
teacher for the little folks is the mother
who understands their needs and ways, who
has had more or less experience in the home
circle, who can sympathize with them in their
iroubles and patiently attend to their de-
sires. If the teacher has a separate room
it will be a great advantage. Undisturbed
she can keep better order and attention and
go through the programme for the day.
Singing ought to be a principal part of the
exercizes. Speeial books are at hand for
this purpose. 'They love to sing.

The lesson chart should not be wanting.
Nothing can take the place of a good illus-
tration. The picture takes the chiltd’s at-
tention. It makes the lezson plain and im-
presses it upon the mind. Itis simple truths
they need, and these they will remember,
To do this it takes good preparation on the
part of the teacher. In addition to" this,
the child’s paper is a valuable help to keep
them interested in the Sunday-school. They
somehow look for something when they
come to the class, But they should also
know, though taught in a separate apart-
ment, that they belong to the school as a
whole and should be recognized by the su-
perintendent.

Do rnot forget the collection. They bring
their pennies with a cheerful heart. In this
way they are trained for the good work of
migsions. A word on this line is well spok-
en. Their sympathy is awakened for the
poor heathen’ and a fire kindled that will
in later years have its good results.

In all the exercigzes, interesting as they
may be, tell them above all things the sim-
ple story of Jesus. It is he whom they
need, and he wants them. They are his.
In this way they are led into the feld and
the church. If you meet them outside the
class-room remember their little eyes al-
ways see ycu. - They expect a smile—Evan-
gelical 8.8. Teacher.’
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Winning Soulé.

¢ Mr. Tracy,’ I said one Sabbath. morning,
‘I wizh you would speak to Lotiie Cameron
about coming to Christ. I think she is
anxious about her soul.’

‘You are mistaken. I gave her an op-
portunity at the Sunday-school excursion to
talk to me, and if she had been. interested
in religious things she would have said go.
We stood along side of each other for some
time on the beach at Atlantic City, but Lot-
tie never asked me a single question. You
see, I am right, you are entirely mistaken.’

1 said no more, but I had to bite my lips
to keep back the words. I thought how
hard it would have been for the pcor ignor-
ant mill girl, who was naturally shy and
easily embarrassed to have commenced a
conversation about her religious feelings
with a cultured wealthy gemtleman like
Lawyer Tracy, even if he were her Sunday-!
school teacher. As I turned almost uncon-
sciously, I murmured : ‘He that winneth
gouls is wise.’

I cannot tell you all my efforts to gain
Lottie Cameron’s confidence, but I succeeded
at last, and one Saturday afternoon she said
to me :

“Q, Miss, I often wished I was good, but
no one seemed to care what I did, and now
I want so bad to turn round, and Ido not
khow how to go about it.’

Sitting down by her side, I read to her
about the early disciples, and then tcok her
to Jesus in prayer, for go it seemed literally
to Lottie, for as she rote from her knees
ghe said to me: X

0, Miss, the Lord made me hear him a-
calling, * Follow me” all the time you was
a-praying; so I jest said, “ Yes, I will, right
now.”’

This was Loitie Cameron’s converzion.
Years have passed since that Saturday after-
noon, but Lottie Cameron, though still poor,
is a true ‘and faithful follower of Jesus
Christ, and a oonsistent member of the
Church of God. Think you that Christ
would have let one of hisg little lambs nor-
ish, because they did not know how to find
him ?—From a Worker’'s Note Book.



