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AcADIAN MINSTRIt.SV.

Runnagintg the book-case, I one norn-
ing discovered Vhat to tme was a treasure. It
w'as in the home ofua friend ; and not being
at Ilalifax or *ruro, but in a town on the
western Maime sea-board, I was moment-
arily surprised to read on the title-page :
"The ÆEolian Hairp, or Miscellaneous
loens. By Sarah and Mary E. lierbcrt."
This precious bit of flotsamn had somehow
drifted in here, where it was little regarded
and indifferently known, andi had become
stranded. I clained it by riglit of original
discovery, and lad no difliculty in arranging
to bear tt away.

Thes sistcrs, of whonm I had heard ittle
and should deliglht to ktow more, were
residents of Halhfax snie half a centurv
ago, and were lovers and patrons of litera-
ture in their time. They were of Irish
parentage. They were of most amiable
spirit, if we nay draw conclusions froi such
traditions as have floated clown to is. They
werc both lovers ofthe home sou, and their
adopted city. Sarah writes in the unes
"To an Absent Friend :"

"I Te fragrance of Acadia's flowers
The hues that summitter sutnset gave,

The ranble througha the forcst buwers,
'Tite rest beside Clebueto's wave;

Th flowery field our cnt before,
Its many-blossomed hawthorn trees,

Tie willow, waving at our door,
O say, ltast thou forgotten these."

I should Imagine their home to have been
a kind of lterary centre at that time, where
anyone of like taste with themselves, was
more than welcone. We rcad in the
nemoir of John McPiterson, prcfixcd to

his poeis : "During a visit to Halifax in
IS43, htis dcemeanor vas marked by the
quiet retiring characteristics previously
alluded to. . . He could well enjoy the
society of persos havintg literary tastes
akin to his own. . About this titme lie
became acquainted with Sarah Herbert,
whose pubiashed verses have iad a wide
provincial circulation. Miss Ierbert like
McIherson, was warmly attacied to poetry,
and fond of giving litcrary cxercises a moral
and religious tcndency. She evinced a
lcarty admi-ation for the sweetness of
McPherson's lyre, apprcciating his unso.
phisticatcd character, and could repeat
from menory with mnucht feeling, several of
his best lines. One plcasant evening, a
stmall social party, including the two writers,
was assenbled. The conversation as ttmiglt
be expected, turned on poetry, and Miss
Herbert recited with clearness, taste, and
duc cmplasis, his stanzas, entitied " Long-
ings for Sprimg." The company were much
pleascd with the plaintively picturcsquc
Unes ; but the bard himscIf, on hearing his
verse so fluently repeated by a sister tmelo-
dist, was gratified and deligited beyond
measure, and forgot for a happy moment,

present cares and glooiy prospects. 3oth
wrters, then young mn years and hope.
went early beyond the 'dark r:.er.' "

After 'lc Pherson's death,Sarah lamiented
imun in a strain made fashionable by Miss
Landon and Mrs. leimens :

The grave latI qtiet sIC( ip
Aid btlissful treasures Iigh in IIcaven, remain
For. those wto, strtugsling through thteir lut of

pain.
Tlicir faith andl hope in God unwavering

keep.

Andi he, we trust was such,
O'er whose untinely fate Acilia sighs;
Re, front whose lyre, such sucet, sad tones

wouid rise,
WheVn wîtee the strings bencatih his gentle

touch.

Life's loVers but thinlly grew
.Aroumti his pathtway, nnd the sunheamns baright,
t'oo seldon celered bign with their clear,

But rtiher, etud.obscured, aint radiance
threw.
* * * * *

The lyre wc hear no more,
le, doubtless, tuncth to a loftier strain
And its soit nusic swells, unmuixed with pain,

In hiymntis trium:phli, on the heavenly shore."

" So Fricnlshil sniles to see
ThaLt bis loved land his name in mncmnory

bears." i
She returns again to the theme in son

fines on "I Retuirning Spring," whichi do not
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