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THE MINIES OF ONTARIO.-

I wlll endeavor ta give somte of the information 1 gatbcred

during the two ycars 1 was an active explorer !:a the Rainy River,
i890.91, and front what I have gatbered dur!nR the last fcw years,
when 1 have been somewhat closciy connected wvlth the miniiig
Interests of that district, se ibat you may have some ideit cf the
great minerai weaith of Ontario's rnost westerly possession. 1 amn
fully alive to lte rcspon5ibility resting on anyone wvriting about a
new mining country, and shall hew closely te the lune, se that ne
ont going ta the new fild shall be disappointed in flot flnding
things fuliy as good as stated in this paper, but rather be able ta
say the haîf has flot been told.

Indeed, it would but very difficuit t0 overestimate the possibili.
tics reRarding the minerai weaitb cf New~ Ontario. Up te, the year
i8_%6, when Napier made bis tirst excploration trip tbrough the dis-
trict. but littie wvas knowvn of the new region, and, in fact, that state.
ment wouid almost boid good at the present tinte with reference to
a great portion of the country lying even soutb cf the C.P.R., be-
tween it and the northern boundary cf Minnesota, w<hite the
country to the north cf the railvay is as yet a closed book. The
building cf the great railway. the C.P.R., has donc much to opcn
up the western country. and no portion of Ontario has been more
beneflted than bas this new district. It occupies that grtat stretch
cf country lying between Thunder Bay district and the Province of
Manitoba. 192 miles in width, and extending from the nortbern
boundary of Minnesota, norîb to Lake Seul, 17.5 miles in length,
on its eastern boundary, and averaging not less than 125 miles. and
comprising an 2rea of neanly 20,000 square miles, or about z2,000,-
oco acres. inciuding witbin its limits the L.ake cf tbe Woods, witb
its r,400 or more islands; Rainy Lak<e, wvith its 6oc0 miles cf coast
line, or more than that cf Lakce Ontario, Manitou. WVabigoon,
Eagle, Lonely. and more tban a tbousand ciber laites, in faci, cne
might caîl it "the land cf a thousand lakes."

The general physicai cbaracterisîics cf tbe country are very
similar te those fousid in other giacier-svept Archean tracts, sucb
as the niortb shore cf Lak<e Huron. Muskoka, or Parry Sound. In
few places is the country as mouintainous as the north shore cf Lake
Superior. or as difficult ta explore as the region nortb cf Lake
Huron. WVatbîn the district are te bc found many large and rnag-
nificent streams-Rainy River, 8u miles in length, witb an averagei widtb of flot less than 500, feet; WVinnipeg, English, Seine. Manitou.
Eagle. and many more streamis are quite navigable for large bonts
in places. The geelogical formation of the district is eitber Lauren-
tian, Huronian or Keewatin. and post glacier. the Laurentian rocks
prcdominating. The most recent, the clays and sands, form the
agricultural section cf tbe region niong the Rainy River and around

i Wabigoon.
0f the total area cf the district, nearly 5,ooo, square miles is

covered witb the Huronian. or gold.bearing, rocks. It will, tbere-
fore, be seen wvhat a vast field iberc is for prospecters in ibis new
district. I believe that tbis new Ontario will yet be one of the
richesi gold districts ia the Dominion wvithin the next ten years -
yes, on the continent. The success wbicb bas attended mining ln
that thinly-populated and undeveloped condition cf tbe country in
the past twe years is but an evidence cf the great succcss wvich
awaits the future expioràtion. flot onhy for goid, but for other
minerais.

The hisîory of the district since attention was first drawn te it
by tbe discovery cf goid, about fourteen years ago, shows tbat
neariy ail the exploration te wbicb the country bas been subjected.
up te witbin the lasi z8 montbs, bas been conflned te, tbe shores of
the Lake of the Woods, Rainy Lake and a fewv of tbe larger
streams tributary tberete. Fcw prospectons have ever penetraied
int tbc>nîerion; in faci, ibis will apply even up to the present
tine, tbey baving contented thcmnsetves in prospecting the main
wvaterways, whicb are easy cf access, going back but a short dis-
tance inland. se, that ai the present time but a very small portion cf
thc country, cvca ccnvenient ta thc C.P.R.. or the larger laites, tas
as yet been even pantially expiorcd.

Long.after tbe firsi discovery of gold on tbe Lakte of the
WVoods, very litile development wonk was donc, except on thc Pine
Portage and Suitana mines; Ibis wvas partiy owing te the want cf
capital, but more panticuiarly te tbe belief ibat tberc was litile gold
ta be <ound in tbe district. The good results attending tbe dcvelop-
ment cf the Sultana mine bave donc mucit ta encourage others te,
prospect and dcveiop discoveries, and in ncarly evcry instance wvhere
developetent wcrk has been donc tbe results bave been higbly satis-
faciory. se maucl so tbat during tbc hast two ycars prospecting bas
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been very active, and has resulted In the discevery cf a greai many
veins of gold-bearing quartz. many cf ihem undoubîcdly rich, and
wvili yicid large prcfits wben mined.

Mining, propcrly speaking can scarcely be sait! to bave more
iban begun, except in a fcw cases. Prospecting. however, bas been
very active, and many cf tte teads are wvel stripped and opened
into. No lcss (han zoo difféet mines are being developed or
partly se, s0 that with. the increased sbipping facilities, the build-
ing cf new roads by the Government, the investment ci Engiish
and foreigit capital in the district cf laie, it is confidèntly antici -
pated ihat this year will sc extensive mining operations and good
returas tberefromt; ln faci, tltere are no iess than baïf a dozen st-Amp
milîs, cubher being sbipped iet the district or being crected, ai the
present time.

The good resuits of the lasi six months' mining bave givea to
ihose intercsted in the future cf the Lake cf the WVoods unqualified
satisfaction. Everything. wvith few exceptions, bas gone te show
that their confidence bas been weil grounded. Those wbo viere at
first mosi skeptical as te the permanency in depîh and ricbness of
the deposits have candidly yîelded in the face of the unquestionable
evidence offered tbem In thc splendid sbowing cf such mines as the
Sultana, ai a deptb of 400 feet, with an enormons body cf rich ore
at that depth, and every appearance cf an unlimited quantiiy, which
can be mincd and stamped wvith even a îo.siamp mili ai less than
$4per ton. The Regina mine, ai adept cf 286 teet, wtvih a similar
milI, is producing gold ai nearly the same cosi per ton; other mines
in the district. such as the Mikado, Yum-Yum, Cornucopia. Gold-
coin on Shoal Lake, Gold Hill, Black jack. Princess, Scramble,
Trojan, Triumph. Bath Island, and many others on the Lake cf the
Woods, are producing large quantities cf ricb ore, and tbere is
scarceiy the stadow of a doubi but ibat most cf ihcm %vil[ be pay
mines. The Mikado yieldcd 136 tons cf orc ai first clean up, wvhite
the Saw Bill. Lake Harold, Haw< Bay. Folger and Hammond are
ail producing large quantities cf ore, and are undoubtedly splendid
mines. On Seine River the Fcley mine basa 20.siamp milI at %work.
and can tvork the ore ai $3 per ton. Tbey are dotvn sevenal huit-
dred feeî in the shaft, and there is cveny appearance of it being a
permanent mine. The Porcupino, ttc WVeigand, Proudfoot. aid
many cter mines on tte Seine River, arc turning eut very suc-
cessfully.

Rainy River, asagold district, can beconveniently divided iet
five sections-first, and probably the mosi important, is the Lake
cf thc Woods section, inciuding ail the country nortwest cf Rainy
L.ake and arounti Shoal L.ake; wcsî cf the Lake cf the %Voods. com-.
prising an area cf not less than 2,000 square miles, in which there
has been over î,5o c aims surveycd, and tte Rainy Lakce section.
Gold tvas irst discovercd on a small island in Rainy Lake on tte
Minnesota side cf the line, in the fait Of 1893. In the spring cf
î8gx wvas found a smaii nugget cf fret gld on Hunter's Island.
Since tat lime tte prospecting bans been very active and several
good mines iocatcd, on tvbict stamp milis are now wvorking. The
Manitou section, compnising the country round M\anitou, and WVabi.
goon and Eagle Lakes, in tvbich ihere are aven 300 locations sur-
veyed and several g ,)d veins, well developed, and from aIl appear
ance ibis bas every likelhood, cf being a very good goid district.
One ofniy Indians, in z8po, found a sample, stowing fretegold, at tte
tcad cf ibis laIte. and 1 arranged with hlmi te taIte me te ttc
place, but a fewv hours belore starting the Indian got drunk, and I
have neyer been able te get bim soben enougb te, go eut.

Tte Saw Bill Lakte section. including the country around Saw
Bill and Harold Laites, in %vhich about z25 claims bave been sur-
veyed; ibis is coe of the most promising sections in the district and
contains tte grect FaIger and Hammcnd dyke [rom Io te 300 feet
in tvidtb and neariy a mile in hengt, and %which appears te assay
from a few dollars per ton up te $roc, or more; ibis is probably one
cf the largesi quartz ledges ever discovered in the provinçe, and is
probably one cf tbe most enticing praperties on the markcet

The year 1883 marks the bcginning cf surveys cf mining loca-
lions on ttc Lalce-of-tbe-WVoods. Ne less tban 4,000 daims have
sinco been surveycd. during the hast twc years 2,500, and aven r,5oa
during tbe lasi 12 monts. WVithin the district r,500 patents and
mining leases bave been issued. cevening ever 2,000, daims. Frcm
flftccn ta twenty Ontario handi surveyors andi their assistants arc in
the field ai the present lime, bard ai tvork. 0f the 4,000 dlaims
alrcady siakcd oui ibere are, cf course, an unusually large number
of tvorthless and comparativchy warthhcss propeniies, but ai the
saine trne there appear te be an unusually large numben cf
prcmising veins. If one dlaim ln cvery zoo proves a paying mine,
foony goid mines in the district mean a great dent. If 2 per cent.
prove successful propernties, it wvill malte anc of the besi gold regions
in ttc Dominion, if 5 percent. it tvill surpass that cf California. el


