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A VISIT TO RAMABAI'S ORPHANAGE.

T is good to get away from one's own

work and onc's own mission sometimes,

and scc what others are doing Being a
called to
and thus

work 4 &t
\lf'!\

work

member of a committee  that was
meet at Ahmednagar, I decided so go
little of the

that place, and also to visit Khedgaon,

get a chance to see a

Pandita Ramabai has her
Dhond
hundred

large
Mrs
Sonu

orphan
hav

ago
received at the

and where Mr o and Norton

two orphan bovys vears

when many of the orphans were

above  homes, T sent two or thred hundred

Famine Fund to Pan
to Mr

will

rupees from our Mission
dita

the donors an

Ramabar, and also Norton  Hence

Canada take a special an

terest in the work carried on by them

Ber
Statc

Coast line to

there by the

I travelled by the East

wada, and from Nizam's
Ry through Sccunderabad to Wadi, and from
Peninsula Ry to
After

were

there by the  Great Indian

Dhond and Ahmednagar, in all 722 miles

‘wo davs in the latter  place, where we
about to sce
Dhond

myght at

windly entertamed and also taken

the mission institutions, I returned to

fifty-onc miles distant, and spent the

the station, and took a traan at 4 30 a m. for

Khedgaon, which is thirteen miles on the way

» Poona and Bombay

As soon as 1t was daviight T walked over to

Mukti, as Ramabai has called her place The
salvation and s

word  means

Mookty It s

pronounced

only about a quarter of a mile

from the station, and on the same side of the

rarlway  The bhmildings stand on hoth sides of
that

them are on

crosses the ratlway,
the side

In gomg to the place, on

a mam road though

most  of nearer to the
station comes first
to a long hine of once-story

side of  the

rooms on the right
g

road  They arc bhuilt sohdly  of

stone. Trees and foliage-plants in pots occupy

much of the space between the road and  the

long hnes of rooms.  These rooms are occupied

by Ramabai and  her helpers,  and there arg

some  sparce rooms for guests Visitors  are

welcome to stay over night and find i their

rooms an iron cot with bedding for their
fort. 1

who

com

was taken to one of the lady helpers,

showed me a room and

butter

sent mic some

cocoa and bread and

Then we went over to the large new church

where the girls had assemgbled at 5 30 0 but the

door was shut, and we had to wait till the

service closed. However, T got in while the

girls were still scated on the floor 1 was told

that there were 1,200 there It was quite a
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sight. Ramabai has very sensiblv had a bhoard

floor put in. It may cost a good deal, but as

the girls sit on the floor, both at rehigious

services and - at
health
part of the

When  the

will be

school, 1t 18 much more con

floor
building 1s hn

ducive to
Only

than a stone or cement

large church

1shed whole plan is  carried  out

there accommodation for an 1mmense

congregation At Ahmednagar, which 35 only

sixty-four  males  distant by rail, a church

building to accommodate 1,300 15 nearing com

pletion Hime,  of

under the direction of Dr
Board 1

remarkable

the American

because 1t s

mention
that

buildings  ar.

Just thhs here,

two such  im

mense church

bemng erected  1in
places so comparatively near to cach other

Some cther visitors were there, and we were

the
the
the

taken to sce the great wells that supply

mstitution with water It heng Saturday

girls were bathing and house-cleaning. On

wav to one of the wells, we passed a long line

The

fence

of girls who were going to have a

ath

bathing place is screened from view by a
of shects of corrugated iron

ficld on the

well we
the
has been dug out of

built

The first
visited 1s in a other side  of
railwav 1 he
the rock. The
of cut stones 1
The

rigation It 4%

lower 1Tt

upper part 1s circular and

think 1t 1s about seven vards

in diameter water as used largely for ar

drawn up by hullocks pulling a

rope with a lcather bag at the end

Good

This is a

common plan n India wells are a great

land I
been

such a dry and thirsty

that the

necessity oan

understood one I have telling

about cost over five hundred dollars

Various industries ar

Mukti T
a room with fortv-cight hand looms where

the girls

taught at
saw
weave U'sarnis” oor o cloths
not only a skirt, but
upper of the

the  usg f the

that
covering for the

form
also a

part hody  These cloths are  for

girls themselves. 1 osaw  the

printing department,  the compositors’ stands

with the tvpe in one room and the
The

which 1s

hand presses

in another room” quarterly sent
Mukti
course

the
also 1

report

out by Ramabai, called the

Praver-Bell, is there,  and of
Then 1

departments

printed
hterature besides
hlacksmith

there are

much other saw

carpentrv and
behieve that
fifty

host

about onc hundred  and

bovs in  the orphanage, besides the vast

of girls. As T have said, T ..

not  see

them cither at mdus-

add

very sub-

their studies or at their

because 1t was Saturday 1
that all

stantial

tries, must

the buildings appeared to be
structures

About noon we were called to dinner




