
THE CANÂDIÂ). CRÂffTSML4N.

-PETITION FOR THE~ INDIIPBND-
ENCE OF GREALT PRIORLY.

-Jopy of Petition from, the Great Prior
Of Canada, sent through the Arch
Chanceilor of Couvent General, the'
Hlon. Judge Townshend, of the
Adniiralty Court, Dublin, Ireland,
to H. R. Highness, the Prince of
Wales, as Supreme Grand Master
of the Templar Order in England,
&o., &o.

Toffis Royal Higkines.q, the Prince of Wale,
Supreme Grandi Mas.tpr of lite United
Orders of the Femple and &falta in Engj.
land, Irelmid; and Canada, &c., &~c.

IUT r r PLEAsE Youn RoYAL BiGraEss,-

1 crave the honor, as Great Prior,
on behalf of the National Great
Priory of Canada, of the Order of
the Temple, to lay before Your Royal
Hlighness their loyal and humble ad-
*dress, setting forthl the following mat-
ters li connection with the present
status of theOorder in this national.
ity:-

The said National Great Priory, at
their annual assembly, heldI in 18S2,
appointed a special committee to
take into consideration the question
of the independence of the Order in
the Dominion.

The revision of the Statutes of the
Great Priory was at the same time
resolved upon, and revised Statutes
have been since prepared sud adopt-
ed with a declaration establishing,
,and with sncob changes as were noces-
sary to establisli the authority of this
Great Priory as supreme and inde.
pendent over ail Orders of the Tem-
ple and appenaant" degmees iii Canada.

The speciazi comamittee above
named, in a report presented to the
Great Priory 'at their annual assem-
bly, held in the present year, unani.
mously recomrnended that the pre-
'-sent humble address b8 presenteda to
TYour Royal Higliness, praying that
inasmuch as this Great Priory lias
unanimously declared in the revision
-,of its Statrites its authority in andj

throughont the Dominion of Canada
over ail bodies of the Order of thca
Temple and appendant degrees, Your
Royal Highness wilI be graoiously
pleased to absolve the Great Priory,
and ail officers ana niembers there.
of, from their obligations of fealty to
Yonr Royal Hlighness as Supremo
Grand Master, so that this Great
Priory may be enabled fully ancl
without doubt to affirm and maintain
the position which. it lias taken upon
itself as an independent Great Priory
of the Order of Xnights Templrr
ana appendant degrees; at the same
trne gratefully expressing -their
knightly obligations to Your Royal
Uighness ana. to cJonvent General
for ail the courtesies and favors which
the officers and members of the Tem-
ýile in the Dominion of Canada have
hitherto received from Yonr Royal
Hliglinese, and from, ail the officers of
the Order of the UJnited :Eingdom;
and further, communicating their
desire that the interjnrisdlictional
relations of this new Sovereign Great
Priory towards the sister Great
Priories in England and Ireland, the
Chapter General of Scotland, ana t'ha
sister Grand Encampment of the
United States of America, and the
Grand Commanderies of the several
States, and with al fratres through-
ont the world, Mnay be more intimate
,and binding than heretofore.

The above statement, set forth
with the authority of the Order ini
Canada, relieve me of much difficnlty
in approaching Your Royal Higliness,
ana i have only to pray, on behaif o£
the great branch of the Order here
established, that Your Royal Higli-
ness will graciousiy regard the grate-
ful acknowledgments we herein eu-
deavor to convey of past favors at
the hands of Your Royal Higlinesra
as no mere words of formality, but
as the fervent expréssions of loyal
Templrs on approaching the auguet
presence of one who bias pleased to
be for many years their Royal Gr m-I
Master, and who will, they feel
assured, regarding their present re-
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