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Degree has never been lost but it has been practised from the earliest
tine in distinct and independent Mark Lodges, which have never ack-
nowledged the jurisdiction of cither tli Craft Grand Liodges of 1717 or
1813, or of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 1813.

In the Colonies nuch difficulty has been encountered from the estab-
lislhment of Lodges under different jurisdictions, somo recognizing the0
Mark Degree, and some altogether ignoring it. To remredy this stato
of confusion, an attempt was made in the year 1855, to obtain its recog-
nition as a separate Degreo by " The United Grand Lodge of England;"
and a Conimittec consisting of nmebers of ihat Grandb Lodgo and of
members of the Suprene Grand Royal Arch Chapter of England -was
appointed to investigate and report upon the subject ofthe Mark Degree.

Somoe menibers of this conmittec wore alroady Mark Masters; thoso
-who had not taken the Degree had it conferred upon them ili the
Albany Lodge (time immeinorial), Isle of Wight, and in other old
Lodges, and in the Bon Accord Mark Lodge, thon recently established
in London, under a charter roccived from tlie Bon Accord Royal Arch
Chapter of Aberdeen.

The Report of the Committeo approved by hIe _. W. Grand Master,
pronouncing the Mark Degrce, as in thoir opinion, "not positively
essential, but a graceful appendage to the Degree of lvlow-Craft," was
preseited te the CC Unitcd Grand Lodge cf England " at the Quarterly
Communication in M1arch, 1856, and was unnlimnously adopted.

Owing hoever partly to the conscientious objections of some of the
leading mnembers of Grand Lodge, including tle M. W. G. M., vho
naintained that Grand Lodge was pledged by the Articles of Union
only to acknowledge thel threc Craft Degroe, as thon worked by the
Lodge Cof Reconciliation (including the lloyal Arch) and partly to the
disapproval of many Mark Master Masons of the position, it -was pro-
posed to assign to ihie Mark Degree at the next Q.uarterly Communica-
tion of "ThlUnited GrandLodge of England," on special motion, duly
proposed and seconded, that portion of the minutes of Ilie previos
Quarterly Communication referring to the Mark Degrec was non-con-
firmcd, an1d the status in quo ante was resumed.

" The United Grand Lodge of Englaud " having thus fornally
declared its inability in accordance with its Constitutions, to adopt the
Degrece into its system, a declaration which bas siice been repeated on
varions occasions. several earnest miasons, anxious for ils pro-
pagation, in piace of having recourse to the old Engishi Mark Lodges,
applied for and received Charters froi the Suprene Grand Chapter of
Scotland, under the autlority of which they opened Lodges and con-
ferred the Degrees of the Mark Master in London, and other parts of
England.

Other Mark Masons, wlho had takon the Degree in various old (time
immemorial) English Lodges, together with the Members of the Don
Accord Lodge, gladly velcoming the increasing appreciation of the
Mark Degrec, but not approving this attempt to introduce a foreign
supreie masonic authority into England, resolved to constitute a
Grand Lodgc with jurisdiction over the Mark Degree hdld in this
country and its dependencies, in the establishment of which they at
once received the adhesion of the folloiving (tino immemnorial) Lodges:-
The Northumberl and and Berwick, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

Roy al Cumberland, Bath.
1Nent, Lfondon.


