
instructions, Iîowever, w'ere to act strictly on the defensive, and lie
abandoned this projeet in tie conviction that the gyarrison mighit be
driven out at any tine by et vigorous cannonade. Riirnors of his
design seern to have reachied Genieral P. B. Porter, who comrnanded
the nubitia force on the other side, and lie made an urgent demnand,
for rei nforcements.

"«The British on the opposite side are making the most active
preparations for defence,>' Benjamin Barton wrote froni Lewistori on
the 24th of Junie, " New troops zare arriving irom the Lowver Province
constantly, and the quantity of military stores, c., that have arrived
within thiese fe weeks is astonishing. Vast qluantities of arms and
ammunition are passing up the country, no doubt to arm the Indians
around the Upper Lakes, (for they have not %%hIite mien enougli to
make Uise of suchi quantities as are passing). One-third of the niiilitia
of the Upper Province are forined into conipanies called flankers, and
are wvell armed and equipped out of the King's stores, and are regul-
arly trained one day in a week by an officer of Mie standing troops.
A volunteer troop of hiorse has lately been raised and have drawn
their sabres and pistols. A corupany of militia artillery bias been
raised this spring, and exercise two or three days in the week on the
plains near Fort George, and practice firing and have become very
expert. The noted Isaac Sweazy lias w'ithin a fewv days received a
captain's commission for the fiying, artillery, of which they have a
number of pieces. We were yesterday inform-ed by a respectable
gentleman fromn that side of the river, that lie was actually purchas-
ing horses for tie purpose of exercising lus men. They are repairing
Fort George, and building- a new fort at York. A number of boats
are daily employed, manned by tlîeir soldiers, plyingr betw'een Fort
George and Queenston, carrying stores, lime and pickets, for neces-
sary repairs, and to cap the whole, they are mnak-ing and usingy every
argument and persuasion to induce the Indians to join theni, and we
are informed the Mohawks have volunteered tlieir service. lIn fact.,
nothing appears to be left undone by their people that is necessary
for their defence. »

Rowever, the Governor General seized the first opportunity of
again advising his enterprising lieutenant to refrain froin auy offen-
sive movements. "lIn tle presert state of p litics in the United
States,," he said, "I considur it prudent te avoid uny means which can
have the least tendency to unite tlueir people. While dissension pre-
v'ails axnong themn, their attempts on the province wvill be feeble. lIt
is therefore my wish to avoid committing any act whidh niay even
from a st.rained construction tend to unite the Eastern and Southern
States, unless froin its perpetration, we are to derive an inixûediate,
considerable and important advantage."


