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ON THE
SAHARA DESERT

A Story of Travel

By DONALD CHAMBERLIN

AAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAALASAAA L]

%

When 1 first became a globe trotter
Africa claimed my especial attentiou,
pot that Africa occupied by negroes,
but morthern Africa, which fifteen or
twenty cenfuries ago was a Romuan

STRATFORD, ONT.

Become a specialist in business, It
ofiers more opportunities than any
other calling. To reap the full meas-
ure of sticcess you must have the best

ible training. This is Ontario’s

% JBusiness School. We give in-
dividual attention. You may enter
our clagses at any time. Three De-
mnu. COMMERCIAL, SHORT-
and TELEGRAPHY. Write

. &t once for our free catalogue, .v..- ¢

0. A McLACHLAN - PRINCIPAL.

e and a part of the then civ
flized world. 1 resolved to travel
through Morocco into the heart of the
great Sahara desert.

‘When 1 first set up for a traveler and
crossed the British channel 1 found on
the other side of that narrow strip of
water a different people, speaking a
different language.

But the change there was nothing to
that in crossing from Gibraltar to Tan
gler. On the northern coast I left o
British fortress; on the southern |
found an Arab city. In the one was the
pompous military uniform of soldiers;
in the other, the long, sweeping barra-
can of the native.

The centuries have passed lightly
over these people, changing instead of
destroying. This barracan reminds one
of the toga of the Romans who in the
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golden age of the Eternal City subju
gated and occupied the African coust,
and it has doubtless been handed down
from the conguerors; only the toga was
made of fine texture, while the ‘barra:
can is'of coarse cotton cloth. As te re-
lgion, there is mnot much choice be
tween the ancient mythology and the
superstitions of these swarthy people.

At Tangier 1 obtained an outfit for
my journey into the desert. To travel
in such a country is a very different
matter from journeying in a Pullman
car or an ocean liner. I needed a num
ber of camels, a considerable quantity
of provisions, to say nothing of water,
and a Jot of servants and guards. The
camels were to carry the provisions
and water and camp equipment, con-
sisting of tents, cots, bedding and table
kit. The guards were for protection
agalnst bandits, who infest the desert.

When one considers that the Sahara
desert alone is in area about equal to
that of the United States, that it is a

1 FOUND THE DEAD BENTRY.

vast stretch of sand billows, that its
storms are the movement of immense
sand clouds, it is not remarkable that |
few Europeans venture upon it. The
spirit of loneliness rests on the face of
the ocean of sand. The only inspiring
part of the time is the night. 1 would
look up at the starry heavens, and, sur-
rounded as I was by a waste of sand
billows, could the better realize the
silent immensity of the universe.

The days being very hot, we usually
traveled at night, resting under our
tents by day. But during periods
when the temperature admitted we
would reverse the process. Night or
day when resting 1 posted a sentry for
the purpose of keeping out thieves.
They would come to us on various pre-
tenses—to ask for water, for informa-
tion, indeed for anything that wonld
afford an &xcuse for a visit. While
with us they would purloin anything
they counld get their hands on. Their
eyes were continually darting hither
and thitber for plunder, and if we
were too vigilant for them they would
observe our strength, our wedkness,
our vulnerable points; then they would

go away, and if they cousidered them-

into the hole with my rifle, intending

was a moon, though over it were thin

gelves strong enough to attack us they
would so 80,

But in my case they found little en-
couragement. At least the game was
ot worth the candle, for the candle
was the lives of a nmumber ‘of them.
They bave a wholesome dread of a
Buropenn, and since my force was not
ohly led by me—a white man—but well
armed, they dared not attack us unless
by stratagem. They could take us un-

offect the latter object was put in op-
eration while’ we were camping nights
and traveling days.

One evening a band of Arabs came
into our eamp while we were getting
ready for bed to ask for a little water.
It was evident that they had called for
the purpose of observation. There
were as many -of them as we were,
and 1 was not sure but that they
would attack us during the night. Just
before morning, when the camp was

would likely be drowsy, 1 heard the
crack of a rifle. I arose at once, went
out and found the sentry lying on the
sand. ' I aroused the camp and sent
men in different directions, while 1 ex-
amined the fallen man. He had been
shot dead.

Those whom I had sent out returned,
reporting that they had not seen &
human being. One of them had seen a
wolf, but that was all. Of course an
enemy was near, but an Arab covered
with his white barracan cannot readily
be distinguished from the sand unless
he stands against the sky line. This
he is sure Yot to do if he desires con-
cealment. He will lie down on rthe
sand and pull his barracan over his
dark body.

In the morning, having buried the
dead sentry, we proceeded on our jour-
ney, re-establishing our camp in the
evening. I was at a loss to know
why the sentry had been shot, and
during the night, being awake, I was
thinking about what might have been
bhis murderer’s purpose when I was
u@rtled by another crack. I arose to
find that another sentry had been kill-
ed. Again 1 deployed my men to hunt
for the assassin, but not a living crea-
ture was to be found. He or they had
excellent h
sand billows, and the/night was dark.

It was now pfain to me that the
Arabs who had visited us had done so0
to discover the number of our force.
They had decided to reduce it by pick-
ing off a man every night until they
had killed so many of us that they
would feel warranted in attacking us.
If they could appropriate an outfit it
would be a fine property for them.

I confess 1 was staggered by thelr
device. However, I set myself to meet
stratagem by stratagem. The next
night, after dark, I put a stake in the
sand and on it fixed a dummy sentry

atwares or reduce our force. A plan to

wrapped in slumber and the sentinel |

GUIDE.ADVOCATE, WATFORD JUNE 19, 1914

pre— o

level ground, -wandered about appar
ently without any definite purpose.

it was some animal.of the desert in
search of food. It would scrateh in
one place, then in another, occasionally
digging a hole. In its wandering it
was constantly drawing nearer my
camp. When it got within.a couple of
hundred yards it stopped and sat on
its haunches facing the camp. At that
moment the clouds on the moon thick-
ened, and I could not see the brute.
When the sky lightened again it had
disappeared.

I was thinking that it had gone away
when I heard a crack and my dummy
sentry, the support of which had been
fixed in the loose sand, toppled over at
an angle of about forty degrees. I
was about to jump out of my hole and
run forward when it occurred to me
that the animal I had seen was a man
covered by the skin of a wolf; that
when the moon was darkened he had
got into a hole and shot my dummy.
Had not I better wait a few moments
to see if he would leave his hiding
place? I did so, and fontunately my
men slept so soundly that they did not
interfere.

I had onmly to wait a few minutes
when I saw the animal walking lels
surely away. Springing from my hole,
I ran after the beast, and when I had
got pretty near to him I stopped, took
careful aim and fired. I knew that I
bhad hit him, for 1 saw him roll over.
At the same moment one of miy men
came running toward me, and he was
shortly. followed by the rest. We
found an Arab in a wolf’s skin, dead.

With my whole force I scoured the
desert in a circuit of half a mile, but
found not a human or a brute being.
Doubtless confederates of the man I
had shot ‘were not far away, but prob-
ably had scooped out the sand, got in

; the depression and covered themselves,

leaving only their faces exposed.

The next night we dug holes sur-
rounding our tents, and 1 put a man in
each hole, getting into one myself. X
‘knew, the Arabs’ stratagem having
been interfered with, they would not
be likely to.continue. it, but I feared
that, haying reduced our force by two
men, they might think it feasible to
adopt some other ruse to get near us
without our being aware of their ap-
proach and rush us. But we passed
the night without seeing anything ex-
cept the sand and the starlit heavens,
the latter, in. contrast.with the former,
of double splendor. Our enemies had
either given up their intention or werg
attempting to lull us into a false secu<
rity. Every night during the rest of
our journey to the next oasis I posted
guards in holes, but we were not dis«
turbed.

After moving southward to the twen-
ty-sixth degree north of the equator X
furned my camels’ heads to the east:

by tying some of the fodder we carried
for our camels about it and wrapping
the whole with a barracan. Then I |

dug a hole, and after warning my men [

to sleep with their arms beside them
and turn out on hearing shots I got '

to do the watching of a séntry myself.
Fortunately for my purpose there

clouds. It enabled me to see any mov-
ing object within a reasonable dis-
tance from my camp. I had been three
hours or more in my hole and was
getting cramped when I saw on the
sky line of a sand billow some distance
from me a black spot. It moved slow- ;
ly down the side of the billow toward

Foolish Saving

A penny sayed is not always a
penny earned. Sometimes it is
two pennies lost. The merchant
who spends nothing on advertis-
ing loses much more than he
saves,

The money spent for plate glass
windows is not looked upon as
lost ; nor is the money spent on®
better interior lighting,

Anything that increases favor,
that adds to sales, that multiplies
customers is very properly re- ]
garded as a good investment.

Advertising is a good investment
—just as plate glass windowsare.
Advertising sells more goods to
more persons than shop-windows
do. .

A WORD TO THE PUBLIC

Do you resent having a merchant
address his message to you in
the form of an advertisement in
our columms ? On the contrary
is not your impulse to respond
to his friendly overtures ?

Shop- Where You
Are Invited to

Shop

! ward to Tidikelt and thence back to

the Mediterranean sea through Tunis.
It may be asked, What was the jour«

ney for? Simply to gratify my desire

to experience one of the many differe

 ent parts of the globe and study the

peculiar peoples to be found there.

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.

The Kind You Have Always Bought

Bears the M—Z:

Signature of
Lambton’s Population

Following are the population figures
of the several municipalities in the
County of Lambton, for the years 1913
and 1914,

1913 1914
Bossnguet. .. .. i 00 v .2290 2300
BrOORE TS T s 2818 2738
DRWER. 5.5 5 e wea 2122 2587
Emnniskillen.,... ......... 3227 3244
Euphemia. ...-........., 1546 1550
MODPE o i v 3488 3488
Plympton......... ... 2926 2870
Sarnia Township......,, 1818 2038
o VSR e R NS 3113 3346
WarwiEk e e 2597 2487
Forest Town ....x e oo oo ) 1495
Petrolea Town.....,..... ¢ 4109
Sarnia City. ... viiai g 11503
Alvinston [Village 783
ATEONRGS . L i e g 418
Couttright .. ..o, Seg 382
OILSpXNES 0ol idass 3 579
Point Edward.......... . 941 941
Fhediord i U oo, 1215 . 1215
WYORNOE s s v enns o0l 513
WEHOEE. . . i e .1092 1215

. An Oil of Merit.—Dr. Thomas’ Eclec-
tric Oil is not a jumble of medicinal sub-
stances thrown together and pushed by
advertising, but the result of the careful
investigation of the curative qualities ot
certain oils as applied to the human
body. Itisa rare combination and it
won and kept public tavor from the first,
A trial of it will earry conviction to any
who doubt its power to repair and heal.
m

To hasten the mending- of badly frac-
tured bones an English surgeon has in-
vented a system of screws to pass the
pieces of bone and nuts to ‘press them
into position.

A clip to hold a lead pencil upon a
finger so a writer will not have to lay it
down when he wishes to use his hand for
some other purpose has been invented by
a Missourian.

me and, gétting into comparatively :

1 was not long in discovering that

DON'T SWAT THAT FLY

and leave the disease germs to be
scattered through your house.

USE WILSON'S FLY PADS

and kill both the flies and germs.
Sold by all Druggists and Grocers
all over Canada.
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OUR CLUBBING LIST

THE GUIDE-ADVOCATE AND
Family Herald and W eekly Star $1 85
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