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Jesus stood on trial before Pilate, but
was Pilate who was really being
tried. Tle who posed as judge had stood

condemned throughout the ages.
History has been full of such strange

f judgment

d ;x:‘nphet stoned or dis-
regarded his own generation has
‘frequently been the chief occasion for
the world to re iber that generation.
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Jesus whose fanaticism and rabid in- |
tolerance Pilate seemed to regard with|
scorn.

There 1is in the narrative|
that Pilate, assuming at first toward
Jesus an attitude of amused and care-
less contempt, ended by essuming a
measure of respect and fear. He dis-
covered that he had before him no
vague and ordinary dreamer.

WHAT IS TRUTH?

Thers was the calm dignity of a king
in this ‘Galilean carpenter, and when
Pilate asked Him, apparently teasingly,
““Art Thou a king then?” he was hardly
prepared for the answer:

‘“Thou sayest that I am a king. To
this end was I born, and for this cause
ame I Into the world, that I should
bear witness unto the truth.” |

The cynical retort, ““What is t'uth”"‘
was the reply of a man on the defen- |
give, weak and doubtful in the pres-
ence of a man of calm assurance and |
conviction. |

What ought to realize is that|
Pilnte was as much responsible for the |
death of Jesus as Judas who betraved |
Him, or the Jews who demanded His|
death, or the soldiers who actually |
crucified Him.

The sin of Pilate — the sin of a weak
impartiality in relation to moral and |
spiritual issues, the sin of cynical self- |
satisfaction and sordid self-preserva- |
tion, the sin of a worldly ambitinnf
which flouts al] spiritual considerations |
and questions of truth—is much more |
widely prevalent than the sin of Judas, |
but it is mo less deadly in
quences.

What is our verdict? Does He fare |
better before us than He fared before |
Pilate? Do we state that we “‘find no
fault in him,” but none the les s send|
Him away as Pilate did?
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“JUST AS | AM.”

The late Rev. G. H. Jowett, D. D.,
, said that if all physical suffering could |
be banished from the world, it might |
, not be the unmixed blessing which
many think, because so many of the
world’'s sweetest singers have been in-
valids. Miss <Charlotte Elliott,
aucthor of the deservedly popular hymn,

“Just As I Am,” was an Invalid all her |

life and it was true in her case that
the ‘“‘anguish of the singer made the
sweetness of her song.”

She was born in London, England,
March 18, 178).
of age she removed to Brighton, where
ghe died at the advanced age of 82. Her
parents formed the center of an in-
fluential religious circle at both these
ylaces, and her two brothers became
clergymen of considerable influence,

In 1836 Charlotte Elliott became the
editor of The Christian Remembrancer,
a publication largely made up of daily
texts and carefully chosen selections

devotional purposes. It was in this
little publication that “Just As T Am”
first appeared. Rev. Dr. Moule, Bishop
of Durham, and a relative of the family,
tells the circumstances under which
the hymn came to be written.

One day members of the family were
going off to a bazaar in which they
were keenly interested and for which
they had all been actively working. Be-
cause of, her health, Charlotte was un-
able to go, and seémed to be more than
usually depressed by her weakened phy-
sicai condition. When alone she wrote
for her cpmfort this hymn, which iz now
knewn the world over. She was suffer-
fng at the time more than wusual
physical pain, but when he sister-in-
law returned from the bazaar, Char-
lotte read to her the hymn. Soon after
it was published in leaflet form by a
laéy who admired it greatly, and on
one occasion Charlotte
physician, who did not know who the
guthor was, brought her a copy be-
cause he considered It such an excel-
lent piece of work.

The hymn bears witnesg to the men-
tal and spiritual confiict through which
Charlotte passed. Hers was a day of
titter religious controversy and for a
time her own falth was shaken. This
temper is revealed in the third stanza:
“Tust as I am, though tossed about,
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O, Lamb of God, I come!”

Charlotte Elllott wrote about 150
hymns; among some of the best known |
of which are: “Christlan, Seek Not Yet
Repose,”” “My God, My Father, While |
I Stray,’” “Let Me Be With Thee,
Where Thou Art.”

After the author’'s death more than
1,000 letters of deep appreciation of
the hymns were found among Ther
papers. The famous evangelist, Dwlight
1. Moody, was of the opinion that no |
hymn had touched so many hearts as
“Just As I Am.” Rev. H. V. Elliott, who
wWas an uclla]i}' able clergyman, said
that his sister’s hymn had done much
more good than all the sermons he had
preached during a long ministry.
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Dear Little Friends:
to-day and, instead of having a story we
e.\'ample of our ministers and speak from a text. I have seen
some little boys and girls who think that the announcing of a
text is a call to cuddle up to mother and o to sleep. Now, I do
not want vou to start yawning as soon as I announce my text to
you. I will try to make my sermon as interesting as possible
and, anyway, it can’t last very long, for my space is limited. I
am going to talk about names, and want to prove to.you that
sometimes, at least, there is a great deal in a name. The Lord
Jesus Christ has many names; many more than any of vou have,
and they all mean different things. You were probably given
the name you bear because vour mother and dad particularly liked
it or because some relative who was dearlv loved bore that name.
The names of the Lord Jesus each show a different characteristic
of His lovely person.

WHAT'S

The wages of sm is death;
the gift of God is eternal
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The text is a very familiar ona ‘m:
most of you. It talks about two things
—a wage and a gift. A wage and a
gift are two very different things
My smallest reader knows that you
have to work for wages and that you
get a gift for nothing. [ think, too, | back. The Lord
that all my readers would agree that|Perfect Man and
to receive a gift is better than to re-|He became your
celve wages. That is, it gives more| His second
pleasure. As a general rule wages are  Mmeans “God’'s
given without any special show of af-|that name not only
fectlon, but on the eame principle Perfect Man ~ but it
gifts are usually sent with the love of| He is God's Son.
the sender. Now, God stands near you|Wwas created
with wages in one hand and a love-|in conference
gift in the other and you must take | planned
one or the other from Him. Because | Saved from
you have sinned, you have earned the | and taken
wages of =in, which is death, and God | Wwould sin.
is too just to let you work without|demn ang
giving you the wages The death-|Yyearned
wages are your due and it means that|
after you die physically you will be|You
banighed from the presence of God for|this
|ever and ever. On the other hand He|
|offere you a gift and with i the
love of His heart, It Is a costly gift.
1t rcost God the giving up of His dearlyv!|
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