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Scouts

R

CORRESPONDENT of the 1.on-
don Times contributes the follow-
ing article to thgt paper:

The true scout, like the poet, is
both' born and made (nascitur,
necnon fit), experience setting an
edge for his innate faculty. He

~ has, for example, the capacity of

remembering everything he sees
on journey—the same capacity which was pos-
sessed. by -Captain Cook, 'the famous circum-
navigator, who would take a walk through the
streets of London and remember the names
above all the many ‘shops he passed without the
least consciousness of effort. Similarly a Red

Indian who takes a journey will remember

everything he passes—every tree, open space,
stream, etc—on the whole length of the trail.
In some cases an even more remarkable in-
stinct for pathfinding is revealed. Thus Col-
onel S, B. Steele, who commanded Strathcona’s
Horse in South Africa and has known all the
famous Western scouts and prairie detectives,
once told me that a Blackfoot haltbreed em-
ployed years ago by the Northwest Mounted
Police was the .best guide he had ever met,
possessing-as he did an almest uncanny sense
of locality. and. direction. : Others could guide
travelers through country they had visited be-

fore.. ‘But this man, who.was made . chief . of his .

“nation” or tribe, could take a party from place

to place by the quickest route, through coun- *’

try altogether unknown to him, without a com-
pass and. without a sight of the stars. Unilike
other guides, he never talked with others when
he was at work. - He would ride on ahead by
himself, keeping his mind fixed on the ‘mysteri-
ous business-of finding the way. He was never
able to give any clear explanation of his “meth-
od; no-doubt his gift was largely the result of
heredity. But he had traveled in his youth for
huge distances from points in Western Canada
to points in the ‘Western States before there
were any railways; and that early experience
certainly counted for much. Again and again
he found ‘shorter- rottes across country un-
known to him than those used by men who
knew the land by heart. He had not been thére
before, but' his Indian ancestors had—prob'a’h}y
that is ‘the true explanation of his weird ‘ability. -

Furthermore, ‘he possessed the white man’s"

reasoning power in addition to the Blackfoot’s
ancestral ymemory of a thousand _journeys
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How far ‘can  thie faculty of obsefvation,

which is the necessary part of a scout’s jnfel.

lecttial equipment, be acquired by training? It
is a %ye;tion worth asking; not easily ‘answered.
Nearly all Canadians and other dwellers in.the
Empire’s open spaces must know how 'to ‘find
their way . through blind forests and- unfenced
plains, ' and = this knowledge of pathfinding,
whether inborn or acquired, is the groundwork
of scoutcraft. All the writer can say, speaking
from personal experience, is‘that 2 few English-
men .possess this knowledge—as an Heirloom,
rio doubt—but the majority do not. - One re-
members men who were good traveling com-
panions, good in camp, good at finding and
shooting game, and yet invariably got lost the
moment they were left to depend on their own'

powers- of observation. Skill in co-operative
games such as cricket, which always meant a
certain fineness of vision and alacrity of action
in a'swift emergency, had nothing to do with
the ability to find the way from camp to camp
or with the lack of that ability. It would seem"
to follow that the compulsory games now play-
ed at public schools do not supply the requisite
training for developing that sense of locality
without which a scout is rather worse than use-
less. That is the chief argument for the work of

Lieutenant-General R. S. S. Baden-Powell; Mr. .

E. Thompson-Séton, the Canadian ‘naturalist
and sportsman, and others experienced-in the
“ways of the wilderness, who are attempting to
establish scouting’ as a schoolboy’s: sport. - So-

far as it has proceeded, the experiment has been *
At one time or other in his "°

‘very successful,
‘boyhood every man has played at being a Red
Indian and' conceived the desire ‘of escaping
from civilization and leading the life of a hunter
or backwoodsman, and so universal is this pa-
thetic wish for renewed contact with the wilder-
ness and its wild life that even the New York
gamin—the most Cockney of Cockneys—de-
lights in" the attempt to teach him the rudic
ments of scoutcraft. Such teaching has been
tried by Mr. Thompson-Seton in the great sum-

mer camps of New York boys, and his pupils |

have gladly abandoned baseball and other fa-
miliar pastimes in-order to play the new game.
Indeed, they chose it in.preference to all others

tice what they have been taught; when the holi-
days end and ‘they return to the abbreviated
streets of the most overcrowded capital city in
the world, . There is every reason to believe
‘that the attempt to poguiarize scouting as ‘a
sport will be equally successful—perhaps more
so-—on this: side of the Atlantic. = Lieutenant-
General Baden-Powell, though his work: of pro-
paganda:is only just beginning, has received in-
numerable requests for information and for lec-
tures fromallisorts and conditions of teachers,
and a number of -schools have already made
preparations for carrying out his suggestions.
The parts of his'*“Sceuting for Boys” (published

by Horace : Cox). which have already appeard

-are read, as the writer knows, with the keenest

interest by those‘to whom they are addressed,

and: should . be equally interesting ' to every
~grownup sportsman. The author sees that it
18 ‘useless for a boy t6 ‘specialize on ‘military

scouting' until he had has had'd general ediica-

ike

Jin a small densely-populated countryside, adapt

; themselves to the, conditions of life in wide un-
-settled lands, he believes that'a very large per-

centage of English boys aré capable of assim-
ilating such teaching. " He quotes the remarks
of an old Boer who, alter the South African
war, took seryice with the Germans in South-
west Africa in preference to living with the Eng-
lish. After a few mionths he returned, saying

that he preferred the company of his former

enemies.. - One of His reasons for disliking. the

-.English was that when they arrived in the coun-

try they were invariably stom—i.e., too stupid

to look after themselves when on the “veldt .

out of reach of the provided comforts of civili-
zation. But when he went to the Germans he

when left to themselves, and continue to prac-

+4n inch or an inch ‘and:

: found them even more stom than the English,
with the additional difference that they re-
mained stupid and devoid of adaptability, how- ;
ever long. they remained in the country. He
said they were stupid until they died, and they
‘often died through. blundering'about ‘at the

more efficient ‘end of a mule.  The writer has
heard Western oldtimers draw much the same
distinction between the average English im-
migrant and settlers from the continent of Eur-
ope. ' The former lacked ' “horse sense”” (the
common sense which-enables a horse to dig for
natural hay under suow.instead of starving for
want of it like a sheep) and acquired it laboti-
-ously; the latter, mone oftén than not, never ac-
gitkd b At Rl o e g Dl
“General Baden-Powell insists that the’scout
must always be a “hatidy-man,” willing *and
able to do any kind of work in an emergency,
from mending his boots ‘to btilding a bridge.
His little books form an encyclopaedia of the
practical information required by boys who wish
to follow the example of the true frontiersman,
People talk-of “roughing'it” in camp. Buit the
man who knows- the lifé of the high prairies, or
of the back veldt, or of the Australian bush has
a hundred devices' for making himself comfort-
able. For example, there is the question of bed-
ding, Cut grass or straw or bracken make an
easy mattress—rot so good as the spring bed
constructed by Canadidn backwoodsmen out of
the tops of fir tree branches planted upright
like the bristles in a b’f'q‘sh“—bui what is to be
done if you cannot get these luxuries? No boy,
however ingenious, cati answer that question by
the light of natufe.  In the first place, the se-
cret of keeping warm is to have as many blan-
kets underneath as above you. Secondly, lest
the hardness of the ground enter -into your

" soul, before lying down make a small hole

about the size of a teacup in which the hip joint
will rest when you have turned on your side;
this means all the difference between comfort-
dbly to sleep and no sleep at all, with a dull ache
in the morning the whole length of one side.
If blankets be lacking, newspapers placed un-
der the waistcoat—be ¢areful to cover.the small
of the back—are ap excellent substitute.  Sup-
posing one, possesses ‘the luxary of a tent, camp
candlesticks may be.. constructed -in. several
ways—by bending a bit of wire into-a spiral, or
using a cleft stick stuck into the ‘tent pole; or
knocking off the battomof a bottle an i
/it upside down, in; 210

achalfin depth an

ing it in the ’embers*gﬁﬁ&e*ﬂi"é,é.wi‘léﬁ

crack at the water level as neatly as

it will
possible.
A thousand- and: one:devices of ‘the kind Jdre
known to those who have acquired the science
and art of camping ouaticomfortably, but not five
per cent of them could be thought out by'the in-

experienced. Again,let the making. of fires be
considered. Boys -in‘h‘bﬁda‘y camps ‘invariably
forget the necessity of “ring burning’—ie.,
cleating a circular space about the fire of all dry
bracken, heather, etc:~and the proper method
of coyering the blaze with ashes, s6 that At will
smoulder all night without wasting fuel, has not
been revealed to thenm.” Yet, in ‘thinking out
such problems, it has been' the writer’s experi-
ence that the average human boy is infinitely

fascinating S port |

more intelligent than the grownup Englishman,
who has become hopelessly dependent on'ser-’
vants and the:mechanical inventions of medern
civilization. ' General Baden-Powell knows the
advantages of a knowledge of detail, and it is
clear that he has reinforced experience by thany
experiments. How many people in this country,
where fuel is often hard to come by, have dis-

covered that-old boots make excellent firing? .

Experiment must have supplied this master of
scotiting with that precious hint (which should
be useful to the wife of an ill-paid’ dustman,
since many old boots live ‘in dustheaps), buf
the following hints on drying one’s clothes are
' the outcome of experience: * Sl

“You will often. get wet through on service, .

and you will see recruiits remaining in their wet
clothes until they get dry again; no old sscout
would do so, as that is'the way to catch fever
and get ill. When you are wet, take the first
opportunity of getting your wet clothes off and
drying them, even though you may not have
other clothes to put on, as happened to me.
many a time. I have sat naked under a wagon
while my one suit of clothes was drying over a
fire. The way to dry clothes over a fire is to
make ‘one of hot ashes, and then build a  small
beehive-shaped cage of sticks over the fire and
hang your clothes over this cage, and they will
_very quickly dry. . Also, in hot weather, it is
dangerous to sit in your clothes when they have
got wet from perspiration. On the West Coast
of Africa T-always carried a spare shirt, hanging
.down my back, with the sleeves tied round my
yneck 3 so soon as I halted I would take off the
wet shirt I was wearing and put on the dry,
.which had been hanging out in the sun on my
‘back, By these means I never got fever when
almost everyone else went down with it.”.

Carefulness in such matters would :have
saved the lives not only of hundreds of soldiers
campaigning beyond the frontiers 'of" ¢iviliza-
tion, but also of many who have made coloniza-
tion ~ their profession—a learned profession,
though it does not demand book-learning, or, at

* any rate, not much of it. Al

.- On the great subject of cooking in canip or

on hivouac, General Baden-Powell is full of ex-

.cellent matiter. An army travels on its belly—
and, if the belly be not well looked after, the
_pace will

«way. . 1f all English boys were compelled. to -
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ttle _of openvait. cooking—there is io-saice &
T ¢ quantias ‘the breeze that blows into ‘one’s ‘ope ‘
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“would be vastly increased in the next geneta- - Coration:“For;

us abont the thrilling. mystery
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‘tion. ' There is no reason in'the ‘world why the
schoslboy scout,. eveni though his training is
carried out in this ‘crowded 'pewy country,
:should not be put“through all the 6bject lessons
-siiggested and 'so become an expert in this all-
important ‘branch of the scout’s general educa-
tion: © In-South Africa bad cooking was, next
to the drinking of bad water, the chief catise of
the wastage of the British forces in’'the field.
The ‘Canadian and Australian volunteers, how-
ever, wefe like'the Boers and suffered nothing
on this score; as a former member of the Royal
Northwest Mounted  Police fold the' writer:
“When we got a piece of bull-beef or a° handful
‘of flour ‘we knew: just what to do with it: but.

£3% ¥ f . -

‘. times cerebral meningitis (the “come-and-get-

be slow:and many will fall out by the
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your men from the towns usually wasted  the
stuff.” Lack of cleanliness in open-air cooking '
is the great fault of the Englishman traveling
in the wilderness or camped there. He thinks
a little dirt does not matter, forgetting that mat-
. ter out of place on his cooking outfit' medns the
presence of microbes, and that an accumulation
of refuse in and about his camp attracts flies,
which carry the seeds of malaria and typhoid
with them. Formerly, as the writer well re-
members, cleanliness was shockingly neglected
..in the lumber camps and railway construction
gangs'of Canada. The result was that there
were constant visitations of typhoid and some-

us’’ of the Western placer miner), and the con-
tractors suffered great losses from the wastage
.of their labor force. Today these outlying
. camps are kept clean—often much to the dis-
gust of the workers, who -are not’ commonly
votaries of the cold tiub-—and generally haye a
clean bill of health. There is little or no disease
-in the great construction camps of the Grand
‘Trunk Pacific. But in the old days the armies
of workers that were engaged in fettering West- .,
ern Canada with the ball-and-chain of the first :
transatlantic railway (the ball was the setting *
sun, towards which they built the line) were'de-
cimated with dirt-diseases. 3 ;

In these booklets will be found innunierable
suggestions for scouting games to be practiced
when ‘the' rudiments of living' decently in camp.
have been acquired. 'Here, as an example, is an.
exercise in despatch running. One of the boy.

scouts is given a despatch to fake to the head-
quarters of a besieged town, which may be a
Teal place (village, farm, or house), and he'must
_return with a receipt for it. ‘He must wear a
colored rag 2 feet long pinned on his shoulder:
He must start at least four miles away from the =
supposed headquarters. Besiegers who have Yo

~ Spot him can place themselves where they lfké,
but must not go nearer than 300 yards to the
headquarters’ building. Any one found within
that limit by the umpire will be ruled out as shot
by the defenders. The despatch runner ¢an use
any ruse he likes (except dressing &
‘woman), but he must always wear the
_To catch him the enemy mus
5 him, Ten
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“ri_:tish' publishers have just issued a
book by Justin H. Smith, Professor
of Modern History in = Dartmouth

For the Fourteenth Colony, oo
T and
The volume 1is
Times: : i
“We have traveled in our conception Jof the
Empire in the last few decades, and it is
already with some

nada
the: American . Revolution.”.
thus reviewed by the London

i - and: liberty.”

was that what is now the ~Domitfio
preserved to England a hundred years earlier.
Those were days of happy-go-lucky strategy
and unorganized campaigns, certainly not les

in remote and thinly-settled America than

clsewhere, and, though the successive hand-
fuls of invaders from the South, ill-equipped,
half-clad poorly-victualled, often unpaid and
destitute of money = had, humanly speaking,

almost insuperable difficulties to contend

with, yet the forces which at the best = of

times Governor -Cg;"ileton could oppose to

them were a liculously meagre. = The.
Canadian . hab .. themselves, moreover,
‘vere more than half inclined to the side of the
revolting Colomies, and even Mortreal and
Quebec were from the beginning honeycomb-
¢l with treachery. | Feeble though the as
saults were, the ne, peri

ng too strong
be presented to
ada was only he
discharge of  that
Fraser's house in
gomery—the disch
if history tells i
wholly terrified gi

kJ College. It is entitled “Our Struggleg

swithout \givin

V.as

Canada was essential to the success of the

Colonial  arms. “To whomsdever Canada

“belonged, in their favor probably would the

balance turn,” he wrote, and when Montreal
had fallen and Arnold' had reached Quebec,
_the patriots in the Colonies had little doubt

 that ‘success would sooner or later be theirs,

Even up to ‘the conclusion of peace, though
.the atteript to win the territory to the North
by foree of arms had evidently failed, there
were still many who held with Lafayette that
“if the bad luck of America ~makes ' peace
i these provinces to the United
es, I shal ]

is, then, the éto"ryj_o“f‘fﬁae s'tru'g‘ fé'td,&a‘dd-"'}
mada to the thirteen Colonies a ready ' in_
GIL which Mr. Smith tells in these"yblumgas’

erate and protracted struggle

‘ontain quotations,‘:_"frbm?thgtqrres—
of leading actors in ' the drama, or
s of the day. Mr. Smith has,

en at pains to familiarize h
t

€s, as in the account of Ar-
mareh up the “Kennebee  to
reatly. Having said this, one
hat it is not possible to find
) commend in a work which

ever be fearful of their safety -unti
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Carietpn, taken from _éa}g‘l,j‘i iu_;:théffbook;,will-

suffice as an ‘example: ,

 “Not precisely a drawing-room ‘ornamernt
was he, for an' enérmous nosg mounted like
a- geological formation:in the middle _of his
rather ‘shapely. face ; nor a boudoir delight, for.
his well-turned lips\mo'u}ded‘.cqm\}néhds better

»

than compliments, ‘a?id_*tfh’ét half-world of clev-

erness, ‘manners, and ‘meanness ‘called ‘society’

“could have pleased him ‘but Iittle. Neither - :

e inutes befor
1o prove his title, . . . -.” But enough

been

had been deitly snapped up five minate

unfathomable bathos. Mr. Smith’s talent for:
inept and confused metaphor ‘must
histonans;dniqlee s L BN B T
. “(The, Colonel. was) possible not of - the
‘rarest porcelain, but well able to fill a large part;
%{"‘jﬁ__gqme_what, narrows:cirglel : i a0
Vhether or no he was just the man for a tight .
pi

. wide swath in good grass, .- .. .
“After all, however, it was:not mainly a
question of martia

palitics ;-

ery lons of Mycenae
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1 qualities but a ‘problem of .  :

- content;
<ur

‘may serve to enliver
‘College which ‘are
-ordeal: of criticism

ko silything.
; S0 are'the gardene

kmen, the grooms, th
‘ »t’hger"gl%




