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HOW WARSHPS FIGHT,

An Imaginary Conflict Between
the Sea Giants of Modern
Naval Warfare.

The Terrible Destructive Power of
Big Guns Fired in Deadly
Earnest.

She was painted all grey, from her two
huge funnpels to the water-line; with her
long hull, and her tangle of upper works
piled tegether amidships, and descending
forward upon the round turret, from which
projected the long barrels of the twin great
guns; she was llke a castle set afloat upon
a decked ship. The white ensign flew at
the stern, the pendant, like a whip-lash,
streamed at the peak, and the Jack flew at
the bows. Trailing a brown canopy of
smoke, the battleship was steaming leis-

urely, with a slight rolling motion, across
an empty sea. 1

A tiny blur appeared between the sea-
ward verge and the white sky; then a
faint blpt broke the sharp and delicate
continuity of the sea line; and the telescope
revealed the four funnels, all streaming
smoke, of a first-class cruiser. As she grew
gradually larger, the watch on the battle-
ship descried the enemy’s flag; a twinkling,
vivid atom that lighted, like a match, the
smouldering energies of the nine hundred
men who manned the battleship. The cap-
tain entered the barbette forward, the cir-
cul&:,egqulvln&s.tegl turret from which pro-
truded the long snouts of the two G7-ton
guns. The conning tower, a squat hood of
case-hardened armor, slit horizontally, pro-
jects above the roof of the barbette. Here
the captain took his place. Below him the
guns’ crew stood at their stations; and be-
low the turret, deep in the belly of the
ship, two men worked the hydraulic lift
which gently hoists the great projectile
(six men could scarcely move it by them-
seives) and the two great cartridges from
the ma ne, directly to the breech of the
gun. The captain gave an order; it was
echoed on tne instant by the caPtain of the
gun; the barbette swung slowly round to
ihe long sucking hiss of the hydraulic ma-
chinery; there came a little string of rapid
orders as the great gun was laid to its
sights, and the word was given. A catas-
trophic detonation, a spout of fire, and the
shot struck the water into a leaping col-
umn three miles from the batdeship, and,
with a long ricochet, just: missed the
bows of the cruiser. Instantly the second
gun was sighted and fired, and the men in
the tops, who could see beyond the smoke,
saw a great flash—saw the distant ship
stagger and heel over, showing all the cum-
ber of her crowded decks, tiny and distinct,
like a toy—and the sound of a rending ex-
plosion floated across the dancing water.
And the captain, staring through his slit,
saw, as the smoke drifted aside, a black
hulk, whose sharp bows were pointed sky-
ward; and, as he looked, the mass scttled
swiftly downward and was gone.

But, by this time, three black dots all
plumed with smoke have risen over the rim
of the sea. The battleship, altering her
course, steers straight for them; and her
broad keel shadows for a moment the deep
sea grave of the sunken ship. Two hostile
cruisers begin to converge upon the battle-
ship; and behind the swifter vessels fol-
lows a battleship of the enemy’s.

The captain, in his conning tower, with
signal buttons under his hand, and speak-
lnf tubes close to his head, communicating
with every part of the ship, has concen-
trated his whole being into a white-hot
needle-point of vigilance. At a range of
four miles, the twin great guns of our bat-
tleship open fire on the cruiser approaching
on her bows; the first shot misses, the sec-
ond strikes from a ricochet at a sharp an-
gle, and explodes with a nash and a crash.
The cruiser stops with a ragged hole in her
side, darkness and raging disaster within
her. Meanwhile the second crulser has
opened fire with her twelve-pounders, but
the shots fall short and wide; and mean-
while the enemy’s battleship manoeuvres
herself steadily nearer . She opens fire with
her big guns and fires three shots which all
drop wide. The Frenchy, thinks the Dblue-
jacket (to the bluejacket all foreigmers, as
foreigners, are French), the Frenchy is
SOITy now ae never+toek.no trouble with his
drill. h

In our battleship, down in the armored
casemates which open ‘off the mess-deck,
the guns’ crews are standing at their sta-
tions, awaliting orders, alert and cool as on
parade. Below them, the tprpedo lieuten-
ant with his crew are waliting in the tor-
pedo chamber beside the shiny steel array
of deadly fishes. Now came ihe order to
fire from the port casemates; and the gun-
ner, deliberate and steady, fitted his shoul-
der into the india-rubber shoulder piece,
with the electric trigger in his right hand,
and g the trigger as the roll of the
ship brings the sight on the guns smoothly
down, To the expert gumner, these tremen-
dous engines are easier to train than a
rifle; and shot after shot of conical, case-
hardened steel gets home on the cruiser.
From the barbette , the big guns have re-
plied to the enemy’s bhattleship. On such
a target they work such destruction that,
after much mauoeuvring, the enemy's
guns fall silent, and smoke issues from
yawning rents in her

Aboard our battleship all went forward
as steadily as drill went forward every day.
Down in the swaying stokeholds the stok-
ers hove coal into the glowing furnaces,
the .engineer officer. of the watch kept a
wary eye on the jumping water in the
gauge-glasses which are attached to each

boiler, walked -in the engine room in
and out the pounding wmnachinery, feellng
the bea with his fingers, lest they be

over-heated. At the guns the men jumped
back and forward, smart and steady on the
word, loading and unloading, each man per-

acquainted with the other’s duty, as
well as with his own.

Suddenly 2 last projectile from the other
battleship struck our battleship amidships
exploding upon the terrific impact. Frag-
ments of 'steel and red-hot splinters flew
aloft to descend upon the splinter nets
that cover the upper deck. The shell tore

holds was Instantly filled with superheated
steam and boiling water; and those stok-
ers who could not escape from the man-
hole were scalded to death. A great part
of the ship was plunged into darkness, for
the electric wires were broken. From the
darkness issue the dreadful noise of wound-

men, mingled with the thudding detona-
tion of the guns, with orders and the shril-
ling of bugle and boatswain’s pipe. Lights,
which were all set in iness, were
bro 'bys»mmunf ‘bluejackets, and the
wounded were swiftly removed. The wa-
ter-tight doors shutting off each compart-
ment were already closed.

T guns had never ceased from firing;
and, by this time, the second crulser, =
goeod deal bartered, was sheering off at ful
steam ahead. She was outside the range

. a torpedo; and our battleship bore up
toward the crippled battleship of the ene-
my. As the distance lessened between the
two battleships, the torpedo lieutenant, in
his deep chamber, was monfently expecting
his order from the upper deck. It came—
and on the instant. the smooth swift tor-
pedo was discha; from its tube; starting
from the ship’s side upon its little voyage
some twenty feet below the sea level.
line of bubbles en the surface ‘of the sea
marked the track of the torpedo; at the
same moment, the watch upon our battle-
ship described the fatal line of bubbles
swiftly lengthening towards them from the
other battleship. There was a rapid man-
oeuvre, followed by a few moments of un-|
imaginable suspense. From our battleship,
the chain of bubbles was seen to pass safe-
1y astern of her, and, at the same moment,
to the straining ears of the torpedo lienten-
ant, there came the enormous sound of a
shattering explosion. From the upper deck,
the chlg's company of ‘;2' battleshlg be-
held a fountain of foam Yeap high and fall
about the other vessel, as she slowly turn-
ed over, exposing her long back, red-painted
below the water-line. She plunged side-
ways ‘and downwards, and with a mighty
swirlk, the insatiable sea swallowed her up.

Some hours later the battleship was
steaming upon her appointed course,
trailing her canopy of smoke alone upon the
vasty eircle of the sea. Far behind her, a
prize crew was working the captured cruis-
er, which had been at firat disabled., to-
wards the nearest haven.—The Outlook.

uOLD FEVER'S VICTIH.

A Former Steamboat Operator
Named‘, MeKinnon and Two
Companions Drowned.

News Brought Down by Captain T.
Foster, Who Returned Yes-
terday From Glenora.

The gold fever has claimed three more
victims, Capt. Thomas Foster, who re-
turned to Nanaimo early Wednesday
morning on the steamer Islander, com-
ing to Victoria by the noon train, has
been to Glenora, making a trip up the
Stikine river, after having taken the
Canadian Development company’s
steamer Victorian to Wrangel Captain
Foster brings the news from Glenora
that 2 man named McKinnon, who for-
merly operated steamers on Slocan lake,
selling  out lest year to the C. P. IR
had, with two companions, been drown-
ed in the Stikine river.

McKinnon was taking s party of five
men into the Yukon country and had
reach_ed Te]ggrnph Creek with their out-
fit, with which they were ready to start
over the trail. Before making the start,
however, McKinnon decided to visit
Glenora for his mail and taking two
members of, his party, started down the
river.
Telegraph Creek a man on the bank just
above Glenora saw a man clinging to
an upturned boat, being carried down the
river. Nothing could be done to help
him, for even had a boat been handy
and have been launched it could not
have caught the upturned craft. A fow
miles below Glenora the boat was again
seen, but this time without its unfortu-
nate passenger who must have lost his
hold soon ,after he was seen from the
bank. McKinnon’s: body was found,
but nothing was seen or heard of those
of his companions. There is ust a bare
chance that the two men reached shore,
but again so many men are passing up
and down daily that had they been safe,
the fact must have been reported. .

How the accident occurred is of course
a mystery, but the section of ihe river
where it happened has always been con-
sidered dangerous.

McKinnon was well-to-do and was
financing the expedition of which he
was the leader. Considerable money
was found in his pockets when the body
was picked up.

Capt. Foster says it was estimated
that by last Saturday night there would

4,000~ people at Glenora, every
steamer taking up a crowd. The Ogil-
vie still holds the record for speed, mak-
ing the trip from Wrangel to Glenora
and return in two days and a half. She
made the run down the river, including
three stops, in nine hours. The Vie-
torian has the greatest carrying ca-
pacity, taking on her first trip up the
river 135 tons of freight, 67 hofrses and
60 passengers. The steamers are hav-
ing no trouble whatever in navigating
the river. y 1

Capt. Foster is down to take the Can-
adian Development Co.’s second steamer,
which he is to command, either to the
Stikine or Yukon.

WEDNESDAY’S BALL GAMES.

At Cincinnati—Cincinnati, 5; Brook-

yn, 3.

At Pittsburg—Pittsburg, 8; Philadel-
phia, 3.
At Louisville—Louisville, 8; New York,
‘At Chicago—Chicago, 20; Baltimore,
4: called, rain.

At St. Louis- ston, 8; St. Louis, 4.
At 4Clevelimd leveland, 5; Washing-
ton,

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE.

Seéssions Will be Held Daily, But Noth-
3 ing is to be 11:118'69 Public Just
owW.

Washington, May ~ 25!—About three
o’clock this afternoon Sir Julian PPaunce-
fcte and Sir Louis Davies callad upon
the President at the‘executive mansion.
After a brief exchange of courtesies, Sir
Julian and Sir Louis proceeded to the
state department and made a formal call
upon Secretary. Day. Immediately af-
terwards the formal conference between
the representatives of Great Britain and

Canada and those of the United States,
Gen. J. W. Foster and Hon. Jno. Kas-
son, reciprocity commissioners, was held
in Gen. Foster’s office at the state de-
partment. An informal exchange of
views as to the extent and duration of
the conference was held but no actual
business was transacted in the brief time
the conference was together. They ad-
journed to meet at the'same time to-
morrow at 2:30 p.m. Sessions will be

negotiations  has been reached. Gen.
Foster announced to-night that the con-
ferees had agreed to make public nothing
concerning their work.

NOTES OF THE WAR.

New Location for Cervera’s Squadron—
Porto Rico Cable Still Working—
Pension Roll Opened.

Cape Haytien, May 25.—A rumor
which cannot be confirmed is circulated
here to the effect that the Spanish Cape
Verde squadron under Admiral Cervera,
generally believed to be at Santiago de
Cuba, is now at Cienfuegos., i
Kingston, Jamaica, May 25.—The
‘West India and Panama Canal Co. de-

de Cuba to San Juan de Porto Rico have
been cut and adds that messages for
Porto Rico will be received.

London, May 25.—According to a de-
spatch to the Daily Mail from Gibraltar,
the Austrian eruiser Kaiser Francis
Joseph has arrived.there and on Friday
will sail for Cuban waters with the arm-
ored cruiser Kaiserine Maria.

Chicago, May 25.—Col. Jonathan Mer-
riam, the United States pension agent at
Chicago, issued to-day the first pension
voucher of the war with Spain. It is
for Mrs. Eline Montfort, of Council
Bluffs, Iowa, mother of the seaman Wm,

Maine explosion in Havana harbor, Feb-

ruary 15.
ae—————————

MOVING ON MANILA.

eign Shore Now on the Paciiic.

San Francisco, May 25.—The start
was made for Manila late this afternocn
and the first American army to sail for
a foreign shore is now on the Pacific.
The transports carry about 2,500 men.

a

A few hours after they had leéft’

held daily until the conclusion of the)

nies that the cable lines from Santiago

ontfort who was a vietim of _the party

of Brigadier General Anderso b con-
sists of four companies of reguiird un-
der command of Major Robb, the First
Regiment, California Volunteers, Col.
Smith; the First Oregon Voluntesrs, Col.
Summer; a battalion of 50 heavy artil-
lery, Major Eary, and about 100 sailors
and 11 naval officers. The fleet loaded
supplies to last a year and carries a big
cargo of ammunition and naval stores
for Admiral Dewey’s fleet. It iss not
probable any more troops will be de-
spatched before another week.

Madrid, May 25.—Great importance is
a.ttp_but_:ed to the latest news from the
Ehxhpp_mes respecting the Spanish plan
of mobilization.

JEDDAH WINS THE DERBY.

A Remarkable Number of Runners and
the Favorites Did Not Perform
Well,

Epsom, Eng., May 25.—The 21Sth re-
newal of the Derby stakes of 6,000 sov-
ereigns, was run at the Epsom Downs
to-day. Derby day opened fine and pleas-
antly cool. The remarkable namber of
runners, 18, which was unequalled in the
last 23 years, coupled with the opeaness
of the result, added greatly to the in-
terest of the event. J. W. Larnach’s
ch. colt Jeddah won; Duke of Westmin-
ster’s br. colt Batt, second; Prince of
Wales’ bay colt, Dunlop, third.

Prior to the race, thé chief interest
appeared to centre in J. W. Roger’s Am=
erican bay colt Archduke II., a horse of
which the public knew little, except by
reports of his big trials, including his
%mno&gn:émger:orm&ce, against Hj%-,

oty, the winzer of the great Metopol:
itan stakes. The Americans ‘]:g'ems%
to be 'supporting Archduke II heavily,
and, it is recalled, it is just a centary
since Archduke I. won the Derby. Other
American runners were Lorillard-Beres-
ford stables’ entry, Elfin, and Mr. Avg-
ust Belmont’s ch. colt, Bridegwoom I

The Prince of Wales, accompanied by
a large party, was present.

Sir Tat'_ton Sykes’ bay colt, Disraeli,
the fyavomte, led until passing Sher-
wood s; then Elfin drew to the front, and
led until descending the hill. The Batt
then assumed the lead,- but was joined
by the Duke of Portland’s bay colt, Wan-
tage, Jeddah winning by three-quarters
of a length. A length and u fialf sep-
arated the second and third horses.
Times—2 minutes 27 seconds.

Betting, previous to the start, was 300
to 1 against Jeddah; 100 to 1 against
Dunlop, and 10 to 1 against Batt.

NEWS OF VANCOUVER.

Mr. Joseph Martin te Head * In-
dependent Liberal Ticket in
Provineial Contest.

Passengers Luckily Escape in
Tramway Run-Off—Quiet Celeb-
ration of Queen’s Birthday.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Vancouver, May 25.—Ten of the crew
of - the steamer Empress of India
challenged ten of the crew of the Aus-
tralian steamer Aorangi to a mile race
in best and best boats which was pulled
yesterday on the inlet for $100 a side.
It was very exciting, the Empress’ crew
winning a close finish.

The Queen’s birthday passed off very
quietly, the chief attraction being the
Catholic picnic at Brockton Point. A
very large crowd was in attendance. The
bicydle ri‘ces were very interesting buf
slow time was made. The contestants
in the principal races were Charles
Barker, Magshall, Swanson and Spain,
of Vancouver; Cotter, of Tacoma; Heral
and Ormsby, of Seaitle, one event and
Cotter everything else.

TRAMWAY ACCIDEN'T.

The tramway between Vancouver and
New ;Westminster was the scene of a
scmewhat serious accident, last night
about eight o’clock a heavily laden pas-
senger car running off the track. The

Following is the official report of the
accident: “Car 15 left Vancouver at 8
p.m. for Westminster. There were about
sixty passengers on the car. When near-
ing the Collingwood station. the axle
broke and the car left the track, tipping
cver on one side. Fortunateiy the car
was running at a moderate speed at the
time, and the passengers got off without
serious injury. ©ne young lady was
somewhat shaken up, but was able tc

-walk to the next car coming out from

Vancouver, as soon as she recovered
fiom the shock. Dr. Wilson was im
mediately sent for by the company’s otli
cials, and pronounced the injuries suf-
fered by a few of the passengers as not
at all serious. The service was only
interrupted a little over an hour.”

“LIBERAL “INDEPENDENTS.”

Mr. Joseph Martin has consented to
run as a so-called Independent Opposi-
tion candidate for Vancouver, backed by’
a combination of influences which he
thinks should secure his return. He is
the selection of the Bostock contingent
who will back their candidate to thé

best, of their ability, journalistic and|§

otherwise. Mr. Martin will also be on-
dorsed by a strong following amongst
local Liberals. Deapite all denials, it
is certain that the Martin candidature
means the beginning of a more or less
organised attempt of the Vanconver
Liberals to secure at the coming Opposi-
tion convention thrée if not the whole
four of the local candidatures for men of
their party stripe. Two other likely re-
lections, in addition io that of Mr. Mar-
tin on the part of the local Liberals,
are Mr. R. McPherson, M.P.P., and Mr,
Cotfon, M.P.P,, is understood to claim
that he has, in addition to the support
of most of the Conservative Opposition-
ists of Vancouver, the backing of official
Liberalism so far as that is inclined to
opposition, those who should be in a po-
sition to know, have every reason to be-
lieve that a well planned Liberal effort
will be made to exclude Mr. Cotton’s

‘name - from the Opposition ticket. “The

withdrawal of Mr., Williams, M.P.P,

from an Opposition candidature makes;

the way easier for the Liberal combina-

i tion which is being quietly arranged,

and which seems destined to introduce
politics into the Vancouver c.n-
test, even if they be not brought into the
elections in other parts of the province.
It is already an open secret that nearly
if not quite all of the sixteen or seven-
teen men who are likely to be nominat-

First American Army to Sail ‘tor For-'

The expedition, which is under command
t

ed throughout the province as Independ-
ent Oppositionists will be strong Liber-
als. Indeed the prospect is, that the
Opposition party of British Columbia
will shortly become almost undisguised-
ly Liberal as regards its political com-
plexion, viewed from the standpoint of
Dominion, partisanship, notwithstanding
the efforts to the contrary of each Con-
servative opposition near as Messrs. Cot-
ton, Semlin and Graham. |

ROSSLAND’S CELEBRATION.

It Was the Best on Record There and
Lasted Two Days. .

Rossland, May 25.— Rossland has cele-
brated the Queen’s Birthday this year
with unparalleled enthusiasm, and took
two days to do it. It is aiso worthy of
note that the stars and stripes were
frequently seen displayed side by side
with the Union Jack. This was par-
ticularly noticeable at the Rossland
club. A grand ball was given on the
night of the 24th. .

A track is being put in at the Monte
Cristo to facilitate the shipment of ore.

PUGILISTS MATCHED.

Two Twenty-Five Round Contests for
Money Arranged at New York.

New York, May 25.—Kid McKoy and
Joe Choynski have been matched for
twenty-five rounds for a purse of $10,-
000, the fight to take place in this city
on June i

Peter Maher and Joe Goddard have
also been matched for twenty-five
rounds at the same club for July 5 for
a purse of $8,000.

MR. GLADSTONE’'S REMAINS.

Transferred to Westminster and Placed
in Position for Lying in State.

London, May 26.—Mr. Gladstone’s re-
mains arrived at Westminster at one
o’clock this morning, accompanied by
Messrs. Herbert and Henry Gladstone.
Vast crowds ' witnessed the departure
from Hawarden and were present at
Chester and various other points on the

journey to London. A group of thirty
or forty gentlemen who were connect-
ed with the ceremonies, including the
Duke of Norfolk, awaited the arrival of
the train at the platform and conducted
the transfer of the body to Westminster
hall. The coffin has been placed in posi-
tion for lying in state. This was done
about three o’clock this morning when
Canon Wilberforce conducted a special
service in the presenee of Messrs. Henry
and Herbert Gladstone and several mem-
bers of the house of commons.

The Ogilvie Milling company have
purchased Stephen Nacin’s oatmeal and
other mills in Winnipeg, and announce
that extensive additions and improve-
ments will be made.

(ERVERA @ANTIAGO

United States Squadron Left Hav-
ana on Sunday Expeeting
to Find Him There.

Scheme to Cateh Spaniards in
Harbor and Deal With
Them at Leisure.

®

On Board the Associated Press Des-
patch Boat Wanda, off Havana, May
23.—At daybreak on Sunday morning
the entire squadron under Rear Admiral
Sampson was lying directly opposite the
entrance to Havana harbor about ten
miles off shore, a formidable mouse col-
ored flotilla of battleships, monitors,
cruisers, yachts, lighthouse tenders and
torpedo boats. The peaceful inactivity
noticed to-day -on board the vessels of
the fleet had given way to scenes of life
and bustle. Thé decks of every ship

kswarmed with crowds of ~ bluejackets:

and whitejackets, with officers and ma-
rines. Around the flagship, from whose

mainmast fluttered the crimson pennant
of precedence, rocked on the chopping
waves a score of launches and gigs from
surrounding warships, each manned by
sailors in spotless white. They had
brought aboard the commanding officers
of their respective vessels who had ap-
parently been summoned for orders. A

THR HOSTLE. SPIOAS

Northern Prospectors the Victims
of Indians in the Hoota-
linqua.

A Triple Drowning on Lake Ben-
nett — Skagway’s Sporting
‘., Ambition.

Just before the steamer Islander left
Skagway for home—on Friday last—
word came in over tbe trail of the kill-
ing of one man and the dangerous
wounding of another by two Indians,
members of the Stick tribe, on MecClia-
tock river, a tributary of the Hootalin-
qua. The men were Billie Mehan snd
a friend named Cox, both well known
citizens of Juneau. They were pros-
pecting on the McClintock and, seeing
Indians prowling around their quarters,
packed their outfits and started down
the river in a boat.

They had gone but a short distance
when two Indians appeared on the river
bank, and fired at them, the first shot
piercing Mehan’s heart, killing him in-
stantly. Another ball struck Cox just
over the heart, but in spite of his wound,
he landed his boat and walked twelve
miles through the woods to Lake Marsh,
where he reported the affair to the Can-
adian Mounted police, who returned with
him to the boat, when they found Me-
han’s body gone and all the effects of
the two men stolen.

A visit to the Indian camp revealed
the identity of the murderers, as Cox,
though very weak, and suffering agony
from his wound, had accompanied the
police, and readily identified his assail-
ants. The two Indians at first denied
all knowledge of the affair, but finally
weakened and confessed. They were
taken to the police headquarters cn Lake
Marsh. Strange to say, Cox was living
at last reports, and was thought to be
improving. -

Still another tragedy was reported by
telephone from Sheep Camp to Deputy
Marshal Taylor, of Skagway, the day
that the Islander got away. <The victim
in this case was an auctioneer narred
Gregg, who had been shot and mortal-
ly wounded early in tae morning of the
20th inst., by the locally notorious Pad-
dy Malone. The latter was at once pat
under arrest and brought into Skagway
the same evening. Deputy Taylor had
not yet n put in possession of tbe
details of the affair. .

WOULD RIVAL CARSON CITY,

In view of the fact that Champion Bob
Fitzsimmons has decided to again put
on the mittens and meet James J. Cor-

1bett in defence of the world’s heavy-

weight championship, the citizens and
sporting men of Skagway have evolved
the happy idea of having the fight take
place there. On Tuesday last a club was
formed with the following officers: Jeff
R. Smith, president; W. F. Saportas,
secretary; and Frank Clancy, treasurer.
After organization was perfected a tele-
gram was prepared for immediate for-
warding to Messrs. Fitzsimmons, Cor-
bett and McCoy, offering a purse of $50,-
000 for a fight between the former and
either of the latter two, to take place in
Skagway between the 25th of July and
the 25th of September of fhe present
year. A letter was also sent to Richard
K. Fox, editor of the Police Gazette,
informing him of the club’s action. The
ciub offers to deposit the money in any
bank in the United States which may
be designated by the interested parties.
That the money can be raised in short
order does not permit of question or
doubt, and if the plan can be carried
out as it is thought it can be, Skagway
will be the best advertised town in the
West . within the next three months.
Editorially the -Skagway News says in
endorsing the enterprise, “The money
can be raised ‘like falling off a log.” The
right men are behind the project and

CANADIAN NEWS NOTES.

half hour later the gigs and launches left \Tioss of French Brig Bound for St. Law-

the flagship and returned with
officers aboard their own vessels. 1-
most immediately columns of black
smoke began to pour from the smoke-
sta of the assembled fleet, and slow-
ly, most imperceptibly, the flagship
began to move to the eastward. A num-
ber of vessels were left behind on bloc-
kade duty, thei acting flagship flying a
blue pennant. About two hours later a
large double masted and double fun-
nelled cruiser came steaming under full
headway from the westward, When
within hailing distance and = without
slacking her speed she exchanged signals
with the acting flagship off Havana. A
string of colored bunting was passed
aloft on the flagship’s yards and the
cruiser pushed on to the east at fuil
speed. . Afterwards the squadron was
in the Nicholas channel off Cardenas,
heading for the old Bahama channel.
The squadron was proceeding with
care, for Admiral Cerevera had not yet
actually been bottled up and care must

be taken lest the fox turn and dash out|gq

of Santiago around the east end of Cuba
up threugh the Windward Passage and
north to attack the cities of the Atlantic
coast of the United States. In all like-
lihood Commodore Schley will be able
to spring the tra%and then Rear Admiral

ampson may hasten to Santiago. A
great game is being played and the situ-
ation is one of extreme suspense. After
Admiral Cerevera is sealed up in Santi-
ago harbor the problem will be, as in
the case of a ‘“varmint” caught in a tree,
whether to shoot or to starve him. Itis
expected that the battleship Oregon will
be. ordered - tovjoin : Rear.. Admiral Samnp-
son’s fleet. 3 e

London, May 25.—The Madrid corres-
pondent of the Daily Mail says: Ofiicial
telegrams from Cuba confirm the report
that Rear Admiral Sampson and Com-
modore Schley, with eir combined
squadrons, are now in front of Santiago
de Cunba blockading Admiral Cerevera.
Ministers consider that Santiago pos-
sesses sufficient defences to meet ag-
gressive action the enemy may take.

Madrid, May 25.—A  despatch from
Havana says the American warships
are concentrating before Guantanamo
and other ports near Santiago.de Cuba
as well as at the latter port, which
seems to indicate that the squadron is
preparing to attack Cerevera. The an-
xiety increases daily but the public is
disposed to continue the struggle to the
utmost.

London, May 25.—A despatch from
Madrid via Biarretz says: “There has
been an active exchange of despatches
between the government and Havana
and San Juan de Porto Rico on the
subject of sending coal and provisions to
Santiago de Cuba. It is alleged that
Admiral Cerevera has wired confirming
the report that Santiago de Cuba is cut
off from communication with the interior

|

by a strong cordon of insurgents and
that in consequence coal and provisions
are getting scarce and dear.”

rence—Winnipeg Embezzler Pleads
Guilty—Alien Labor Law.

The railway rate war seems to be ex-
tending to the upper St. Lawrence and
lake steamers. The Richelieu is now
carrying passengers from Toronte to
Montreal for $4.50 The Hamilton boats
have reduced the fare from Toronto to
25 cents, half of what is charged by the
railways.

The Norwegian bark Orion, from Liv-
erpool, has arrived at Halifax with news
of a disaster at sea. Capt. Steffenson
reports passing a capsized schooner from
her build apparently an American ves-
sel, in latitude 43.46, longitude 58.35. It
was a vessel of 200 tons.

The Canadian alien labor law has
been enforced for the first time on the
Western Ontario border. Park, Davis
& Co. are building a wing to their
‘Walkerville establishment and a number
of American masons were employed on
thg job. They have been notified to

uit.

Frederick S. Young, the late manager
of the Globe Savings company in Win-
nipeg, was arraigned before Thos. Tay-
lor yestrday and pleaded guilty to four-
teen charges of embezzlement of the
company’s funds, aggregating $2,346.12.
His lordship deferred sentence.

The report of the loss of the French
brig Dame Granville, which was en
voyage from Louisburg, C.B., for St.
Pierre-Miquelon, and laden with coal, is
confirmed. No details have been receiv-
ed, but it is believed that the entire
crew of twenty men perished. -

“RUSSTA AT PORT ARTHUR.

Preparations for Placing: Complete
‘Shipbuilding Plant at That Station.

London, May 25.—The Navy League
Journal says it is informed that Russia
is negotiating with an Amegican firm
for the laying down of a complete ship-
building yard and plant at Port Arthur.

GOVERNOR OF SOUDAN.

Slatin Pasha Will Be Appointed When
the Dervishes Are Done For.

London, May 25.—A despatch from
Berlin to the Standard says it is declared
that Slatin Pasha will will be appointed
governor-general of the Soudan after the
capture of. Omdurman, the seat of the
dervish power, by the Anglo-Egyptian

ALL EVIDENCE IN.

Mr. R. F. Tolmie Examined Before
the Royal Commission Yes-
terday Morning.

Explanation of the Conversation
With Mr. Richards in Refer-
ence to That $10.

The taking of evidence before the
Royal Commission appointed by the pro-
vincial government to enquire into the
allegations made in an editorial in the
Times that money was paid to the offi-
cials to expedite business in the lands
and works department, was concluded
yesterday and the commission adjourned.
The commissioner, Hon. Mr. Justice
Walkem, will now forward the evidence,
together with his report to the goveru-
ment.

Yesterday’s evidence cleared up some
of the rumors that have been put in
circulation and the allegations made.
Mr. R. F. Tolmie, who was the first
witness called, explained the conversa-
tion he had with Mr. Richards about
the department. It will be remembered
that the editor of the Times said in his
evidence that Mr. Richards said Mr.
Tolmie had paid Mr. Kains $10 to ad-
vance the issuance of a crown grant.
Mr. Richards modified this in his evi-
dence, saying that Mr. Tolmie had- told
him that Mr. Cooper had paid the $10
for Mesgrs. Tolmie and Cooper. Yester-
day Mr. Tolmie told what did happen,
as far as he could remember. In the
first place there was no such firm as
Tolmie & Cooper when the payment is
alleged to have been made, so that he
could not have said that the money was
paid by the firm. But he had desk room
in Mr. Cooper’s office at the time and

remembered Mr. Cooper saying one day,

when he was geing to the land office to
see about a crown grant that he was
anxious to have issued, that he would
get it if it cost him $10. He was not in
the land office when Mr. Cooper was
there and knew nothing about the pay-
ment of any money. ¥

Mr: Richards cross-examined Mr. Tol-
mie at some length in regard to & piece
of land that Mrs. Tolmie was about to
purchase from the Kaslo & Slocan rii.-
way, alleging in his explanation of his
reasons for cross-examining on this point,
that Mrs. Tolmie first applied for the
land and then withdrew her application
allowing the railway company to secure
it, as if purchased by a private party
there would be a provision in the grant
reserving a portion of the land for the
government, should it be plotted into a
townsite, whereas the railway company
could obtain it under their charter with-
nis muse and to the army, for the present,
out this reservation. Further Mr. Rich-
ards cross-examined Mr. Tolmie as to
whether Mr. John, chief clerk of the
lands and works department was to re-
ceive an interest in the land for helping
Mrs. Tolmie to secure it. The witness
explained that his wife’s application for
the land was refused as it had already
been selected by the railway company
under their charter. He denied having
told Mr. Richards at Seattle that he had
written to Mr. John about the property
and he could not recollect having written
the letter, published in a legislative re-
torn and addressed to the chief clerk
of the department. He did write to Hon.
Mr, Turner and his letter was refered
to Mr. Gore. It was possible that he
had said he considered his interest 1o
the property would be worth $15,000, :f
the Crow’s Nest Pass railway passed
that way, his wife having about com-
pleted the purchase of it from the rail-
way company. A Mr. Jensen supplied
the money to make the purchase but the
witness declined to state what was paid
for it. It was his opinion that the land
could not be granted to the railway com-
pany under their charter, but it had been
done. There was nothing paid to or in-
terest promised anybody in the lands
and works department for advancing
Mrs. Tolmie’s interest in the transac-
tion. He had not received a letter from
Mr. Helmcken in reference to what Mr.
John had done and intimating that Mr.
John would have to be taken care of and
the witness denied having told Mr.
Richards that he would see Mr. John
damned hefore he would do anything for
kim. As far as he knew there was no
intimation even that Mr. John was to
have an interest in the land.

Mr. Tolmie at”the conclusion of his
evidence handed the commissioner two
letters which he had received from Mr.
Richards since his arrival in the city.
After reading them his Lordship hand-
ed them. back to the witness. The first
letter expressed the conviction that Mr.
kins strongly urged him to stick both to

timony and in the second Mr. Richards
withdrew what he kad said in the first
letter, blaming his act in writing the
letter to the effects of his recent illness
and the strong medicine he had been
taking.

After reading the letters the commis-
sioner remarked that he had told Mr.

| Richards that his illness had npset him.

This . was_ why he had things upside
down. . )

Mr, Richards offered to submit a letter
that ile had written to Mr. John, but the

| commissioner refused to receive it.

Mr. Kains, surveyqr—general, took the

|stand again to explain that he and Mr.

Bamford had been paid by Mr. Corbia
for doing some work after hoars. Mr.
Corbin, through his engineer, Mr. Smith,
applied in writing to the assistant com-
missioner, for permission to have the
work done after hours, Mr. Corbin to

.{bear the expense. - The letter was refer-

red to the-chief commissioner and he
gave his consent. .

During the course of the proceedings
the commissioner took objection to the

Inewspapers publishing all the details

of the enquiry,, especially the casual re-
marks dropped, by him and also to the
controversy in the papers respecting the
commission. The objections were
brought out through the editor of the

| Times instructing, the reporter for that

paper , to, take down a remark of the

‘| commissioner to the effect that Mr.

Richards had worked under him in the
land, office and that:he had always been
friendly to him, . . ;

In.ti:os;u the .commissioner remarked
that there had been a great misconstruc-
tion of conversations on both sides.

DISRESPECT TO HER MAJESTY.
To the Editor:—It has been a matter of
iderable t among the visitors

expedition. The official r e of the
governor-general will be XKhartoum.

Miss Livingstone in her first lecture
in superior cooking to-day wiil deal
with the subject of soups—consomme,
cream, purees and/aspic jelly.

The fire brigade was called last even-
ing to the residence of Mr. Frank Sehl
on Amelia street, where a lamp npsetting
had ignited the table cloth. The blaze
was extinguished before the department
arrived on the scene,

to the birthday celebrations in Victoria that
the National Anthem has not been heard
at any of the festivities on Beacon Hill or
the Gorge. During the regatta it rested
with the Kuper Island band consisting of
Indians to play one or two bars of the an-
them, but the band of the Fifth Regiment,
who are pald by the citizens' committee,
completely ignored it in all their perform-
ances. Towards the finish of the regatta'
Yankee Doodle was played and cheered by
the erowd. Comment is superfluous. Yours
traly,
A TATRIOT.

Tolmie would bear out the writer’s tes- .
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