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POLISHED YOUNG PILOTS O

F ST. LAWRENCE DO DUTY IN SPATS!
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MEN :
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THERE SEEMED SOME-
THING ANOMALOUS ABOUT
ONE OF THESE SUICK "
YOUNG LANDLUBBERS,
FOR SO THEY SEEMED,
TAKING A BIG SHIP
OVER FROM HER STERN-

FACED CAPTAIN
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Like Landsmen, Not Sail-
ors—But You Never Hear
of Them Losing a Vessel.

By F. G. GRIFFIN
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passenger ship will reach Quebec from
Point in hours, and the bigger
freighters in from eighteen to twenty. But the
pilots are 30, even 40
local hours on the bridge on a very slow
in extremely bad weather, eating their
meals there, never relaxing for a moment from
the strain of navigating the vessel under their
care Sometimes, during a temporary shortage
of pilots at Father Point, a man has stepped off
an outbound ship only to be put on board an in-
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TYPICAL OF THE YOUNGER PILOTS

SOME TIMES TwO OR
THREE OF THEM woulD
BEAY UP ALONGSIDE THE SAME
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SHIP BIDDING AGAINST ONE ANOTHER
FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF EARNING THE FEW DOLLARS WHICH WOULD BE
THEIRS FORCTHE PILOTAGE
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When Pilots were “Pirates’”’
BEATI.\'G up the river in a sailing ship
trip from Father Point Quebec
quently took a week's pilotage But
would not be all the time on duty. Fallen
and change of tides would mean anchorage
When the ebb tide flowed
ing on his way again with the flood
why in the days of sailing ships there
many more pilots than in these fast
steam when a pilot slips up the
liner almost between darkness and
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the days sailing ships is
largely Those were
the days when the pilots were sufficiently of the
salt type to satisfy most exacting taste
They are no longer a memory, scarcely a tradi
tion even; they are quickly growing blurred
lines in the mists of the intervening years that
brought steam and wireless and the corporation
of pilots, mists deeper than the fogs which blot
out the Gulf of St. Lawrence. It was
general terms that one could find out anything
about their ways and deeds. The next gener
ation of river pilots will have forgotten altogether
these hardy adventurers in whose trail they fol
low just the urban dweller in Ontario
thinks of the pioneers of a few brief vears ago
who blazed trails, cleared land and endured hard
ship to make his cities possible Thus is one
richness after another that went into the mak
ing of the modern dominion as we twentieth
century folk know it gradually being lost It is
a pity that the stories of such men as are
not caught and held before they are lost beyond
recall.
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One must go back seventy years before
Confederation, to find these early pilots who
ranged the gulf as free-booting adventurers seek
ing ships to board. Not much as pir
ates, somebody said not without truth In
days when there neither cable nor wireless
no one knew what ships were expected So the
pilots of the St. lL.awrence used put in
small twenty-foot boats with a tiny cabin amid
ships and sail away down to the mouth of the
gulf in the search of incoming ships.

The pilots were really farmers and fishermen
living along the shore. Piloting was a sideline
for acquiring a few dollars in ready cash The
pilot, carrying his son usually so that the latter
might bring his boat home, would put out and
sail down the gulf. He would carry some cold
potatoes and dried fish with him for food. Per-
haps he would hug the shoreline part of the way,
drawing In and landing in bad weather, or camp-
ing at night. Usually he had a box of sand on
board on which he would light a fire to cook
his meagre meals if he cruised far from the
shore. Often he would go without food for long
stretches at a time. A missed meal was a little
thing in the lives of those far-ranging men

It was a heart-breaking job. Often they would
not sight a ship for days. Frequently, after ap-
proaching a ship, their offer of pilotage was
turned down. Sometimes the spectacle was seen
of two or three of them beating up alongside the
same ship, bidding against one another for the
privilege of earning the few dollars which would
be theirs for the pilotage.

The Pilots’ Brotherhood

HEN there was an easterly wind they
fought their way against it down the gulf

for the easterly winds b_rought the sailing ships.
In the spring, when the ice went out, was their
harvest time. It was not unusua! to find fifty
or a hundred ships down at the mouth of the
gulf waiting for a clear river. But that was the
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It was in after a number of
bill was passed in
Canada incorporating
a brotherhood
and protection
master of itself and
the river, until the early days of the present cen
tury, malntaining several at Bic, above
Father Point, by which were transport
often car-
was a close cor-
A pilot had the
right to nominate apprentices, and he nominated
his own T 1e sons of other pilots An
outsider was practically barred from entry. Pil-
otage was virtualiy the monopoly of a number of
families
An old man, Lavoie. an ancient sailor now liv
ing at Father Point, told me that he had sought
to be a pilot in his youth. His uncle was a pilot,
but was a farmer The former took
his as apprentices. Old l.avoie as a
boy went to Quebec, saw the superintendent of
pilots, and offered $200 to become an apprentice
pilot His refused, though there
were pilots in his family. because his father, a
farmer, could not nominate him
About twenty years ago
opening up of the dominion, swelling trade, the
increasing inpouring immigrants, the govern-
ment took over the pilotage of the St. LLawrence
The pilots remained a corporation with certain
dignities and rights, but they became servants
of the dominion instead of a self-governing com-
pany. The government took away their schoon-
ers.and supplied them, as per agreement, with
a steam tender for boarding ships That iz one
reason why to-day the pilots of Father Point are
put on board ships with more comfort and dig-
nity than pilots anywhere else in the world. It
is part of the purchase price paid by the govern-
ment for the old-time pilots’ services.
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In the first days of the corporation the pilots
made very little money. Three hundred dellars
a year was a big sum Piloting still remained
largely a sideline. There were very many pilots
and few ships. In the Franco-Prussian War of
1870, and for some time afterwards, ships were
scarce that pilots made only three or four
trips in a season

(By the way, in this article and the last T am
writing only of the pilots who ply between
Father Point and Quebec. Boats on the river be
tween Quebec and Montreal are handled by an-
other body of pilots, whose status and conditions
of work are very similar to those under review.)
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Must Train Seven Years
ITH the coming of government services the
numbers of the pilots gradually dwindled
to the present numbers, which are maintained as
adequate. The nomination of apprentices ceased
to be the prerogative of members of the corpor-
ation. When apprentices are sought they are ad-
vertised for in the Canada Gazette. The most
suitable, regardless of family, are chosen after
passing a stiff examination in English and
French, mathematics and other subjects. as well
as for eyesight and hearing An apprentice must
be seventeen years old at least. He must serve

seven years, learn every inch of the 157 miles of
river between Quebec and Father Point, pass re-
peated examinations in navigation and yearly
tests of eyes and ears; and in addition, during
that time spend 42 months at sea and obtain a
certificate qualifying him to be the first officer
of an ocean-going ship. He learns his trade
the river in the summer time; at winter he goes
to sea. During his apprenticeship of the river
he receives mo payv. At sea he usually receives
the pay of a quartermaster of wheelsman, which
is comparatively small pay for a mere 42 months
out of seven yeara.

of

So that any argument that these men have a
dignified profession holds good even from the
viewpoint of strenuous apprenticeship Their
practical training and study is as lengthy and as
thorough as that of a doctor and longer than
that of an engineer or a clergyman. Their later
responsibility is tremendous. Ships, lives, freight
depend on their knowledge and jndgment A
mistake, a slip. an error of judgment—ti
face an enquiry and may lose their license
after vear eyesight and hearing are tested A
slight failing of either they may be struck
off the list; they vears
unpaid apprenticeship and themeceives with
out a calling.

Although the pilots of the St
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straight salaries, but according ito the
that passes through their hands The
ment collects the dues for each ship at
and turns it over to the corporation
money received for pilotage in
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among the members,
goes into the Aged
not wait to the end
ings Dividends are declared fortnightly It
does matter a pilot takes up
most majestic of liners or the sorriest of battered
tramps, his pay is the same at the end of
season
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interesting distinction
are what are line pilots and
At the beginning of each season lines
C. P. R., Cunard or White Star, which
regular services in and out of the St. Lawrence
are allowed to choose a number of pilots
become the pilots of their line They have the
privilege of taking up boats of the line They
receive no extra pay from the corporation for
this, but company concerned them a
bonus of $15 a vessel. The tour piiots take ships
as they come in turn Line pilots must act as
ordinary tour pilots awaiting a ship of
the line to which they are affiliated For the
shipping cannot be held back
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Paid According to Tonnage

HE appointment of

established practice fact, the
created Father Point In old days
corporation only liners took on their pilots
Other ships picked up the pilots at Bie, where
the corporation kept schooners When
government took over Father Point
became the pilot point ships, liners and
casuals as well.

Although the earnings of the pilots, except for
the bonuses given to line pilots, are equal. the
same charge is not levied on ships In some
ports ships pay for pilotage according to tonnage
But on the St. Lawrence they still pay
according to foot draught a survival
from the days of wooden ships when charging
by the draught was more remunerative, for a
ship drawing twenty feet might only carry six
or eight hundred tons cargo. So payvment b,
draught still stands. And the payment varies
according to the season. For inbound ships
from Father Point to Quebec, the charge for
the summer season from May 1 to November 10,
is $3.87 a foot; from November 10 to November
19 it goes up to $4.956 a foot; from November 19
to March 1, which is really the close season of
winter, still further up to $6.02; and from March
1 to May 4, when the season ig opening, down
to $4.41. Thus a vessel drawing 25 feet would
pay $96.75 for pilotage from Father Point to
Quebec in the summer, and $150.50 late in No-
vember or in December.

It can be easily seen that these charges in a
season run into big sumsg of money, which
increasing every year. In 1919-20 sixty pilots in
the Quebec distriet divided a gross total of
2141,917.77 between them, receiving $2,288.97
each. During the season of 1921-22 there was a
grand total in the Quebec division of 2,567 ships
piloted in and out by 54 men who received in
pay a total of $176,660.49, or an average of
$3,203.87 each. Last year fifty pilots brought a
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\'[.’I‘SE (to housemaid): “Baby's xo
mamma’'s complexion.”
Father (from next room): “Nurse,

letting that child play with those paints?
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