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TO THE BARREN GROUNDS.
WILL TRAVEL 4,000 MILES

CANOE AND SNOWSHOES.
BY

Flu us of the Tyrrell Kxprtllllon X»w <m
Ils Way to Explore tJan.ula'.s Harm»
Grounds—An Fnknown Land to Be Ex-
p 1 ove<l — .11 pmSm*rs of tin* I'artj"»

The» jumping off place for explorers 
and “trippers” who strike out lor the 
Barren Grounds, the fertile valleys of 
the Peace River, or the fur region of 
the great Mackenzie basin, is the town 
of Edmonton. It is situated at the 
northern terminus of the mos.t north
erly branch of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, about seventy-five miles east 
of the Rocky Mountains. It is the 
gateway to an immense country that 
extends northward lor eighteen hun
dred miles. On its streets the half 
breed dog driver, the French trapper, 
the Canadian mounted policeman, the 
Scotch fur trader and the Indian 
hunter jostle one another. Cay use 
“jumpers” pass up and down and dog ; 
trains scurry by. It is there, after ils j 
long trip Oi 2,012 miles, the “Mackenzie 
River Packett”—the mail from far off 
Fort Macpherson — is transferred | 
from dog sled to railroad train.

A few weeks ago an expedition took 
leave of Edmonton and commenced an 
interesting and adventurous trip that 
will cover more than four thousand ! 
miles, by snowshoes and canoe. It is : 
in charge of Mr. J. W. Tyrrell, C.E.D., 
D.L.S., the well known Canadian ex- I 
plorer, of Hamilton, Ont., who. with 
his brother, J. Burr Tyrrell, completed, 
In 1893, a journey of 3,201) miles by 
canoe and snowshoes, through the 
southern end oi the Barren Grounds, 
lying between Lake Athabasca and 
Chesterfield Inlet.

The route to be taken on the present j 
trip extends further north, through a 
land.

HITHERTO UNEXPLORED.
Mr. Tyrrell is being sent in ihe inter
ests of the Dominion government. 
His party consists o; eight men. Mr. 
C. C. Fairchild, O.L.S., of Simcoe, Ont., 
will be the topographer of the expedi
tion. The Venerable Archdeacon 
Loithouse will act as native interpre
ter, meteorological observer and chap- 
liun. Archdeacon Louthouse is a par
ticularly useful man for northern 
travel. He has spent seventeen years 
as a missionary on the coast of Hud
son Bay.

Mr. Percy Acres, a Hamilton, Ont., 
man, who has had considerable experi
ence in Northwestern file, will act as 
a voyageur and .-will be the cook of j 
the expedition. Pierre French, a 
half breed from Caughnawaga, one of 
the most celebrated Whitewater 
eanoemen in the Dominion, will be 
the chief voyageur. French has spent 
most of his life on the wildest waters 
of the country. A few years ago, out 
of sheer bravado, he ran the La chi ne 
rapids on a Christmas Day be! ore 
thousands of spectators. He accom
panied Lord Wolseley as a voyageur 
on his Egyptian campaigns. On one 
trip alone he successfully shot, on 
sight, one hundred and seventy-five 
rapids. He accompanied Mr. Tyrrell 
on his former trip through the Barren 
Grounds. French has selected a 
famous half breed voyageur, named 
Henry Monet Le, who will act as his 
bow/na n.

A Ctee Indian, named Jimmie West- 
ascott, who is the seventh man, has 
the reputation of being the greatest 
hunter and snow shoe runner in 
the “Great Lone Land.” He Comes 
from Fort Churchill, on Hudson Bay. 
He accompanied Mr. Tyrrell on ihe 
return portion o. his former trip.

•John Harper, a half breed who has 
made many trips through the Barren 
Grounds and who has lived on Hudson 
Bay, is another member of the party. 
A ninth man may be engaged at Fort 
Resolution, so that there will be 

“THREE MEN IN A BOAT.”
Travelling 170 miles by cart trail the 

expedition will reach the Hudson Bay 
Company’s post at Lac la Biche. As the 
wagon road ends there they will trans
fer t heir outfit from horse sleighs to 
dog sleds. They will have twenty 
hauling dogs, iour being hitched tan
dem to each sled. They will travel 
comparatively light, the sled loads 
averaging only 250 pounds, while the 
maximum weight lor each dog is us
ually 100 pounds. The winter packet 
from the north land travels to Edmon
ton by this route, so that an alleged 
trail winds through the désola,te mus
keg that stretches away to the north. 
Thoy will endeavor Lo follow this 
often invisible thread through the 
wilderness of bush that covers the 
height of land, and, going down the 
northern watershed, will strike the 
Clearwater River and follow its course 
to its confluence with the Athabasca 
River, at Fort MacMurruy.

Beyond this point t he trail will wind 
down the Athabasca, and cross the 
lake of the same name to Fort Chipe- 
wayan, the principal post of the. Hud
son Bay Company in that district. 
Then, going down the Slave River to 
Great Slave lake, the expedition will 
pause at Fort Resolution, having 
thus tar covered 883 miles on snow- 
shoes. It was from this Hudson Bay 
post lhat Warburton Pike, Henry Toke 
Munn and Caspar Whitney started on 
their various trips into ihe Barren 
Grounds.

Last summer three Peterborough 
canoes and six month ' provisions were 
shipped to Fort Resolution on the 
Hudson Bay Company steamer for 
Tyrrell’s use on the north-eastern 
portion of his trip. Mr. Tyrrell will 
travel to the end of the eastern arm 
of

GREAT SLAVE LAKE: 
then, : allowing the course of the Lock
hart River, he will traverse a rough, 
mountainous country before he reach
es Artillery Lake, where he hopes to be 
by i he opening of navigation, about 
tiie hirst of July.

it Mr. Tyrrell is fortunate enough 
to reach Artillery Lake before the 
snow disappears, he will avoid having 
to pack his out.it over the numerous 
rocky portages <> i he Lockhart River, 
it was in 1894 that the. explorer Back 
met with so much di ficulty in passing 
those rapids, and Mr. Tyrrell will 
maka every e.fort to reach Artillery 
Like before 1 he ice breaks up.

From Artillery Lake he will begin 
his exploration through an unknown 
district about 309 miles wide and 500 
miles long, following the» course of 
LUe piiucipal waterways until he fin

ally reaches a northern arm of Hudson 
Bay called Chesterfield Inlet. It is 
through that country that the enorm
ous herds of reindeer or Barren 
Ground caribou migrate every spring 
and fall. The deer winter in the 
woods on the southern border of the 
Barren Grounds and spend the sum
mer near the Arctic Ocean.

On the southern limits of this un
known land Tyrrell during his former 
trip saw herds of caribou that com
pletely covered the country. For two 
months he was never out of sight of 
caribou and every day for nearly two 
weeks he saw immense herds that 
must have numbered hundreds of 
thousands. That seems hard to lie-

fa; her, a German, was a remarkable 
character, resembling in some respects 
the father of Charlotte Bronte, with 
whom literary critics are fond of 
comparing Olive Schreiner. He was 
an evangelist—an emotional, extrava
gant wanderer, with doubtless a touch 
of genius, which* ladled to find expres
sion in a way to command respectful 
attention. That he had a command
ing personality is proved by the cir
cumstances under which he won his 
wife.

Travelling through Germany, in ihe 
double oharacier of peddlea1 and exhort
er, he found shelter one night in ihe 
home of a farmer who had a young 
daughter. Next morning the peddler-

lieve, but Tyrrell showed a dozen pho- 1 preacher proposed lo his host for the 
Ugraphs that he had taken from hill- girl’s hand and—more amazing siill— 
(ops, and they pictured nothing but ufae girl herself was his advocate. They 
sky and caribou. J were married three days later and

B,-sides caribou, the musk ox, Bar- 'sianted for South Africa, 
ren Ground bear, Arctic wolf, timber While i he evangelist lived his wife 
woli, wolverine, Arctic fox, and Arctic and her augment ing brood shared his 
hare are to be found there; and ucmia-d Life. On his death they settled

THE POLAR, BEAR in Graha mstown, and there the chi Id-
prow Is along the eastern and north- ' ren ,3c<;ive(l from thieir mol her a rudi- 
ern borders. The Esquimaux who U,1'LI.11 a 1 ^ e(Ulja 1 lun as. extraordinary as 
live along the coast of Hudson Bay and ■lh,eiv antecedents, 
the Arctic Ocean, frequently make

Finding that the 
schools were as void of Latin as she 
was herself, she undertook to teach her 
children the language by herself, 
si udying it. with ! bean in text books. 
The result was that when in after 
years they encountered educated peo
ple they had a good working know
ledge of Latin, but employed a system 
of prouounoiation entirely original. 

Olive wiais not the only gifted mem-
whether he will return by way o£ , t,*r.o£ f.am,1Q' Wil‘iil,ul. lined 

or of Lake At ha- lu be Pl€“wr of Cape Colony during or oi luUKe Aina lfhe mo3L stormy period of its history

hunting excursions into that wild 
land.

After crossing the Barren Grounds, 
Tyrrell will survey both the northern 
and southern shores of Chesterfield 
Inlet. As soon as that work is com
pleted he will start on his reilurn 
journey, which he thinks will take him 
further south. He is yet uncertain

Great Slave Lake

On his return to Edmonton he ex
pects to have covered about two thou
sand two hundred miles on snowshoes 
and two thousand miles by canot*. The 
most northerly point he expects to 
reach will be U5 degrees north lati
tude. He figures that the date of his 
return will be about the middle of 
November.

He is commissioned to explore and 
report on the character of the coun
try, paying particular attention to 
geology, botany, zoology and to deter
mining the magnetic force and declin
ation. His party is provided with 
three Winchester repeating rifles and 
one Winchester repeating shotgun. 
It has three tents of eight ounce duck. 
Two of these will be used on the win
ter trip, and will be heated with sheet 
iron stoves, using wood ns fuel. One 
of the most important items of sup
plies is ten gallons of alcohol, put up 
in half gallon sealed cans for use as 
fuel for an alcohol stove, which will

—the present—showed early a talent 
for public a/fa-irs, which earned for 
him ihe thankless distinction of becom
ing ihe political bulwark between the 
Briton and lhe Beer. Theophilus, an
other brother, inherited his father’s 
zeal and eloquence, and became a tern-

THE QUEEN’S HOME LIFE.
HABIT OF EAiiLY RISING ACQUIRED 

FROM HER MOTHER.

•She Delights lo Breakfast Ont of Doors — 
A Ilu-y and Arduous Bxbtlencc—Hcv 
Sympathetic Satura.

The Queen learnt from her German 
mother an excellent habit of early ris
ing which has stood her in gcod stead 
during a busy and laborious life, writes 
Sarah Tytler, author of “The Royal 
Ladies of the House of Ilanoveir.” Not 
later than 7 was the original hour. Her 
dressers who assist her at her toilet 
are no longer literary women like 
Fanny Burney, nor do I supposer ihat 
they add to their other duties that 
of reading aloud to the Queen her
self or to the court circle. He.r Ma
jesty's dressers are not the less e.fi
aient. guardians of her wardrobe, while 
they bestow on their royal mistress 
personal services of which she has 
been quick to acknowledge the value. 
Like the women of her suite: in a 
higher rank — her ladies-in-waiting, 
bed-chamber women, etc., the Queen s 
dressers have in many instan es grown 
gray in her service. When ihey have 
retired from her household their places 
have frequently been supplied by 
younger relatives on a kindly prin
ciple of hereditary service

Dressing, ev**n dressing a Queen, is 
by no means the lengthened and elab
orate process it used to be, when to 
dress the hair alone took two hours;

ofpet a nee lecturer. He is assisted by j nn(l iQ order to lessen the 'waste 
one of i he married sisters, Mrs. Stew- time, the lady who was being dressed, 
art ; while i ho other, Mrs. Lewis, man- ! either held in her peignoir a small re- 
ages a hume for incapables, and ranks j ception of her friends and acquaint- 
highj as a philanthropist. | ances, or had a reader to minister to

Bui Olive was the genius of the fain- i her mind while her head was being at- 
ily. Again like Charlotte Bronte, she ! tended to. For the thirty-seven years 
began life as a governess, and it was ; of the Queen's widowhood, the only 
during this period that she wrote the j changes in her dress have been the 
“Story of an African Farm.” Her study > slight modification of her widow’s 

^ mourning in accordance with the al-
t era lions in the fashions of the) day 

GUARDING PRISONERS OF WAR. | and the march of time.
—— ; The Queen always iiroakfasts pr v-

Tlie >lauy Odd Way* In Which They Are | ately— that is, in her private rooms 
Trcntcd. ] with such members of her family as

are present with hen. Even when she

lies of age, which happily have left 
. he intellect clear and unclouded for 
more th in half a century. When trou
bles threaten the body politic, when 
war and rumors of war vex the na
tions, even when a change of ministry 
is imperative, or when the country' is 
in the throes or a general election, 
couriers and posts arrive at all hours 
with tidings which are bound to be 
heard and information which must be 
considered. In this light one can un
derstand the half happy, half pathetic 
sigh of relief with v/mch the Queen 
notes in one of the passages, from her 
journal, as the crowning charm of a 
remote highland retreat in which she 
had taken refuge for a few days, that 
it was well-nigh beyond the radius of 
posts.

If the real business of the Queen's 
day is dispatched quickly enough, she 
goes out for what was once a waik, 
and is now a donkey drive in the priv
ate grounds. Luncheon, which iol- 
Iows, is a less private meal than break
fast, when the Queen, if so disposed, 
may meet the members of her house
hold, the guests staying at the» palace 
or the privileged visitors who have ar
rived for luncheon, Princess Christian 
and her elder daughter—to whom the 
Q,ueen is believed to be much attach
ed—are near neighbors qf her Majesty 
when she is at Windsor and; they are 
at Cumberland Lodge. They lunch 
often with her. The Prince and Prin
cess of Wales, with their unmarried 
Princess, come down from London, t he 
Duke and Duchess of Connaught drives 
over from Bagshot Park, the Duchess 
of Albany from Claremont.

After luncheon, the Queen, often in 
defiance of the weather, takes a cou
ple of hours’ drive, generally accom
panied by Princess Henry of Batten- 
berg, with or without ladies-in-wait
ing, or a maid of honor. Ini Scotland 
and during the Queen’s spring slay in 
the Riviera, tea is taken in the course 
of the afternoon drive. A stoppage 
is made where a fine: view can be com
manded, and the materials for thej re
freshment, including a Norwegian ap
paratus for keeping water warm, are 
carried along with the party. When
the Queen was young and full .of en- : Windsor. Osborne and Balmoral.

Queen’s poor soldiers ware perishing l 
under the hardships of the bitter Rus- L 
sian spring, her Majesty, like other 1 
compassionate gentlewomen, worked ! 
for the relief of the sufferers. There | 
is on retcoird a special cravat which ! 
she crocheted for a hero of Alma F 
and of the trenches before Sebasto. j
P°L HER SPINNING WHEEL.

The '.tueen, wnile free from any com-3 
pliciiy with the sage of Brant wood, L 
has revived Ln her own person the wo- 9 
manly craft of spinning. She has 
wheel at which she spins of an oven-1 
ing, though it maybe rather at rustic 1 
Balmoral than at Rroyal Windsor or |_ 
amidst the elegancies of Os- I
borne. ig

The Queen has always been fond of § 
pets—of dogs above all. It is alleged L 
that for her better protection against | 
any treacherous attempts on hex life | 
a large dog—mastiff or collie—has its 
quarters with a trusty servant in the ] 
immediate vicinity of the Queen's 
rooms. The precaution is certainly 
taken when her Majesty Is paying ! 
visits or staying in strange houses. 
Some time in her full day the Queen 
finds for her four-footed favorites. So 
affectionately do they respond that 
the writer was told seriously that the 
kennel-keeper for her old and invalid
ed dogs at Frogmore, was persuaded 
they knew of her presence at Windsor 
before she visited Frogmore, and were 
on the qui vive during the visit for a 
chance encounter when they were out 
for their daily exercise and she was 
taking her daily drive. Then she 
would stop the carriage and invite 
some old pet in that it might have the 
treat of once more filling for an hour i 
its place by her side.

But the Queen has other and tibtter ! 
pets. The mother of a large family, 
the grandmother and great-grandmo
ther of many descendants, she hag 
rarely been without the presence of 
lit tle children to bring gleams of sun
shine into her life even when it was in 
deepest shadow. If ever the “child- 
sacred in tiny house it has been at 
ren’s hour” was kept uninvaded and 
sacred in any house it has been at

The

ln the barbarous “good old times” it 
was as often as not the cusiom in

do the cooking while crossing the Bar- ■ . . . , . , „
ren Grounds, thus saving the necessity binie °* wal ^et rlt* of prisoner . s 
of carrying wood. ! soon as possible by adopting the most

--------- ------------ drastic means. A firing party was
jyj-| ij ordered out, and the unfortunate

has honored foreign royalties and heir j 
subjects with her visits, the practice 
has always been strict ly maintained, j 

Doubt less it. lias afforded a neces
sary relief from the formality and ! 
ceremony of ot her meals.

BREAKFASTS ON THE LAWN.
In summer, both in England and on

Olive Schreiner loved Cecil Rhodes; 
now shiti haves him. She is now in Cape 
Town, working wit h pen and voice ex-

prisoners, after digging their own
AiiD CECIL RHODES# graves, were disposed of in the simp- the continent, the Queen has likedi to

____ Lest of manners. And the same was 1 breakfast in a sheltered corner of the '
the case with the misdemeanants. A lawn or in a tent im the grounds. A 
man condemned for cowardice ur in- 1»™ of the open air, of open win-j 

, ... .... , , dows and open carriages well mgru to,
r___ ___ ___ ___ subordination was similarly liea e . excesSi seeiing that rueumaiism has at-I

baubling herself in hitler vitupéra- i Nowadays all that is changed. Of lucked her, tier Majesty has sought
! course, it is still the prerogative of the every opportunity of enjoying sea and, 
! commanding officer to have a prisoner mountain breezes on all occasions, i 
1 shot if the circumstances seem to de- When nt Windsor, she has had, till | 

. , quite recently, a custom of driving
mund such a couisa, but very seldom over sometimes to Frogmore to break - 
is it that either captive enemies or 
c.iui'L-ma rtialk'd misdemeanants are

ergy, she loved a gypsy tea, which 
meant scrambl ng up an 1 down a hill
side, foraging for sticks to light a fire, 
accomplishing the kindling, setting 
out the tea equipage and sitting down 
triumphantly to eat a well-earned 
meal. In late years tea has been got 
ready with less merry fuss and .has 
been drunk leaning back among the. 
carriage cushions.

HER LEISURE HOURS.
After her return from her drive 

about ti till dinner at 10.o0 or 11, is the 
Queen's period of leisure, the lime 
w hich, as children say, is hir very own. 
When young, she had many pursuits 
to fill it up. Both she and the Prince

fatherless hoys and girl of Princess 
Henry of Battenberg are seldom ab
sent from I he Queen’s home for long 
at a time ; Prince Edward of York, her 
ultimate heir, and his baby brother 
and sister are committed to hear 
grandmotherly care in the absence of 
i heir father and mother, just as the 
Duke and Du-,hess of Connaught’s 
children were when their parents were 
in India. The goodly supply of chil
dren is not likely to fail. A comical 
story illustrative of the Queen's lovg 
for children has got into print. A. 
lii tie girl related to one of- the lpdies 
of the household was permitted tp 
lunch alone with the Queen when 
ducklings were included in the menu.

(ion against the despoiler of her hap
piness.

At Length, from the bloody drama 
that is being enacted in South Africa 
emerges a figure of romance ; and 
from tales ol slaughter one turns Lo 
the sorrows of that stormy heart 
which "throbs through the “Story of an 
Africain Farm.”

fast by the artificial lake with ihe 
shady trees and pretty flowering

All ihe world ha.s known of the

disposed uf by means of Ihe final sliiubs grouped round it. This habit
of ihe Queens youthful, active days ! 

penalty. in going over to give her mother, the
Our own men, if they should behave Ducihess of Kent, a pleasant surprise i 

kat_ ' in an unsoldierly fashion, are usually by joining her at her alt fresco break-

Consort were killed musicians and en- fjer Majesty took a wing between her 
thusiastic artists—etchers also. With fingers to pick it. ' Her companion, 
the Prince’s death the sound of the fresh from the strict rules of the nur- 
music in which they had deligh" ed died Sery, raised a warning finger and 
for many a day out of the Queen’s cried. “Oh. piggy-wiggy !”• 
palace homes, ho far as she was con- POSITION AT THE DINNER TABLE, 
cerued. 'ihe daughter of music was Dinner is ihe last function of the 
brought low in another sense than day jn the rt>yal household, *nd it is 
that of the figure used by, the wise something of a court ceremonial, tak- 
King. But i; was otherwis. with her en court evening dress with court 
sketching, which she has continued to ! ^soundings. If. the Queen has 
engage in with keen interest when a gu,.sls they assemble in the corridor 
new subject for her pencil or brush .Im| wajv for he.r entrance, when she

red, bui not of the love out o. which sent to me rear. Cap»tired foes ..re 
it grew. In "Trooper Peter Hal- deprived of 1 heir weapons, frequently 
km," Miss Schreiner's second novel, Ce- fastened together by means of hand- 
oil Rhodes was held up by name to the >“«». i£ sueh are available, and placed 
obloquy of civilizalion. This genera- under an armed guard.
lion bias not witnessed a more savage 
literary crucifixion. And ilia i was 
long before . he present w ar was talk
ed of. The book was published up ly

With these 
captives it is commonly the case for 
the guard to be about one-J-entb in 
number of their prisoners. But very 
frequently, when misdemeanants, or

-, „ ., ... . x-in of : captured individuals from the opposing
enough, juot •wnoii " 1 1 ranks, show themselves to ue unruly, thought and attention it demands,

fast. One of the strongest features in 
Queen Victoria's character is this 
spirit of loyally, her citsire not lo for
get the past, but to cherish in loving 
faithful recollection the friend =, - he 
acts, the aspirations which in m m ry 
are still a precious possession. I k 
all sensible people-, the Queen elects 
that, unless, when exceptions must be 
made, the business of the day shall be 
undertaken in the morning hours. 
How heavy that business is, how much

has presented iiself. A new subject, 
or at least a new effect whfcre old sub
jects are in question, is a necessity in 
sketching for all save born a mists. It 
has bec ma therefore more the Queen's 
pursui from home than at hi me.

Bu; her Majesty has no want, of oc
cupation and interests. She has a 
large private correspondence with her 
numerous relations and descendants 
with waich no! even her secretary may 
Intermeddle; since childhood she has 
kepi a diary with the punctuality and 
precision of the German side of her in
dividuality. She is a reader o-n her gentlemen remain behind for from

less orthodox means of quieting them what a burden of monotonous drud- 
are resorted to. gery is included in it, not many of her

Not so long ago a number of cap- subjects realize. The mere mechani- 
tured Dervishes in the Egyptian cam- cai act of appending her signature to 
paign were reported to have been the scores, hundreds, nay, thousands, 
hobbled to some of our horses in order Df papers which it franks—so to speak, 
to allow of a small guard only being js itself a toilsome task. But the

South; Africa was trying to whitewash 
himself be tore the Commission which 
investigated the Jameson raid.

People say that Ulive Schreiner was 
a bitter partisan. They called her 
fanatic, anglophobe, champion of Ihe

They did not call her a jilted wo
man, because no one knew i hat save 
the members of her own iamity. The 
story has only just came out—an ex
halai ion from the seelking caldron of 
human passions which South Africa 
presents to the world to-day.

What will prove the historical value ___
of i he romance is that it involves a j w ho w-ould undoubtedly have torn | ation is noF a simple form. The Queen
man nut ,w mm ui genius. Cecil to pieces any of the captors who was has taken pains to master the intriea-

. .. . daring to escape. i cies of diplomacy and the cautious
Rhodes us a genius oi ailaiis, oi s. aies-( Lhe same campaign a couple of i phraseology of state documents. She
mianship and nuance. Olive Schreiner h'rench spies, taken by the Prussians, i jjas had long practice in the craft. She
is a genius oi ihe pen. were fastened to hooks in a crazy gar- his prf>fiied by the advice and instruc-

II, achitveiueuiS ate Ihe mouMing dun w.ulj- “nd »'■“*. lh« #ral“*‘ I linn of the foremost statesmen of the
it, achievement!. e £ tuas information that then- snuggles m,nv of w

! reserved to hold them.
Another somewhat similar case is 

: reported by a chronicler of the 
Franco-German War. He remarks 
that upwards of a score of 

• French fugitives were imprison
ed by the Germans in an 
old farmhouse not far from Sedan, the 

1 door of their prison being guarded 
! only by a big regimental dog,

A FIERCE MASTIFF,

writing of her name is the least of her 
work. From the commencement of 
her reign, and notably after her. mar
riage with the Prince Consort, it is 
a well-accredited fact that her Ma
jesty would sign no paper which was 
not n mere certificate of an appoint
ment: or a commission unless she made 
herself acquainted with the contents 

I by having them read and discussed in 
j her hearing. This conscientious ol lig-

of men and uartie^ the amassing ui a rim* .mu,,u...“““«-J- [ century, many of whom have passed 
Umdeveîovmvnt ot a country, w-uld only Ire mslrumeta i»P» lu * nway. 0f course, she has still Ihe as- 

thr upbuilding I i nation. Hers are ***** "“u’ un Lu tbeu* a“d e"d,n* lbl “ distance of able secretaries in every 
t LrcLtLM human hearts, the 'ir^J’J^rîLrLsh'wJrdaring ' department, but she herself is well 

portrayal of human pass,uns. ihe ^“wa, cajttrei by a small qualified to enter object,_o ns _andj;u g
pIiHlmg of a wild, rebellious "Oinans I ot reconnoitring Turks. lu
ph,iiusephy. nli number the captors were so few that

Cecil Rhodes is a un Olive „uula Ul "pare » single man to
Schreiner w all (ue. Bui the iron did gu ^ thi?ir prisoncr while they scout-

1 was inconvenient tonot melt.
a Singular infatuation, »or- . ca tprisoner about with them, 

ihy of being enshrined by some g t- tlj adopted a very simple, but some-
. miaisier of psychology. Love ieie ™ I vvb,,v barbarous, course. Procuring a 
such coni rants. Perhaps it was he . am, some,hjng („ ihe nature of 
commanding imagina mm oi KhoUee. w> hammer, they fastened the luckless 
utterly unlike her own that captivat- Russian t0 a tree by his ear. But 
ed. t hie authoress. In him sue saw one - -
whu.-e Lodestar was ambition, whose 
will was a daman.. whose dreams were 

j uf empire. Of human sympathy, of 
I regard for human file and happiness,
1 he had not a spark—and he was proud 
lot it.
I And she, who was ail sentiment, all 
sympathy, whose great, warm heart, 

I wrought to the acme of sensitiveness 
in the solitude uf ihe veldt, bled for 
every sorrow of a no; her—she adored

He came to her country an alien ; she 
was erf ihe first generation of Afri
kanders. Cecil Rhodes was the son of 
an English clergyman, a delicate boy, 
who was sent to Cape Colony in the 
hope i hat the climate wiould prolong 
his life to manhood. It was his gen
ius alone that enabled him to become 
the commanding individuality of a con
tinent.

11 was inevitable that, the two should 
m“ei, for her family is conspicuous in 
ihe public affairs of the colony. Her

they hiid reckoned without their host, 
for subsequently it was discovered 
that the spy, instead of refraining 
from self-torture, had wrenched him
self free, leaving a portion of his ear 
behind him.

An Indian mode of guarding prison
ers of war is interesting. The cap
tives are huddled into the centre of 
a ring of green brushwood, which is 
then ignited from several points, with 
the result that the prisoners are sur
rounded for hours by a circle of fire 
that absolutely prevents their escape, 
but in all probability does not more 
than severely scare them. At one 
time it was a common means among 
serai-civilized nations to fasten prison
ers of war to horses, astride, their legs 
being secured under the animals in 
such a way that their escape wras im
possible. As the horses were gener
ally spirited animals the experiences 
were not infrequently of a somewhat 
exciting nature.

gest amendments in no carping spirit, 
but with intelligent comprehension.

Her great experience and sound com
mon sense are attributes of infinitely 
higher value in the government of a 
kingdom than any mere intellectual 
brilliancy. Her opinion is always lis 
tened to not only with the deference 
due to the sovereign, but with the 
respect inspired by her matured know
ledge and sagacity.

As a climax to the ordinary busi
ness of every lawful day. atf intervals 
the Queen receives her Ministers and 
holds her Cabinet councils. Here, as 
at her first council, she sits at the 
head of the council board, the- only 
woman present. Since the Prince Con
sort’s lamented death, she is unsup
ported by any member of her family 
She is the oldest member of her Cab
inet, and has presided over every gov
ernment, Liberal or Conservative dur 
ing her reign of upward of sixty years 
She is the greatest authority on prece
dent, the one to he appealed to where 
the annale of past years are in ques
tion.

GENERAL BUSINESS ROUTINE.
Even Cabinet councils do not ex

haust the routine of business whose 
issues are of the gravest, with which 
Ihe Queen has valiantly and indvfatig- 
,1 bly contented in joy and sorrow, in 
strength and weakness, in the infirmi

ties Queen Victoria has taken up thi 
study of Hindoos!anee. Crowded as 
her days are she does not fail to se
cure scraps of iime in which, under 
the direction of her learned Moonshi,

will greet one or other of the company 
as she passes on to what may happen 
to be the great .dining room for the 
occasion. She sits at the center of 
une side of ihe table, the guest of 
highest rank on her right hand, if no 
member of her family is present. The 
military band plays a selection of 
music, ai Balmoral the Queen’s pipers 
make l he music, marching round at 
the lack of the company. No one in 
ihi* Queen’s vicinity speaks till he or 
• he is addressed by her Majesiy. 
When the ladies leave the table, the

quarter to half an hour till' they join 
h la-lies in the. drawing room. Who 

the Queen was first married, it 
was said i hat she had a habit of stand
ing till the gentlemen, led by the 
Prince Consort, the most temperate of 
men, appeared on the scene. A 1 rief 
space intervenes before the Queen dis
perses the company by retiring for the 
night.

Sunday is of course, a day of rest

own account, and through the instru
mentality of others, of the newspap
ers, magazines and books of the day;

! she shows decided tastes and prefer
ences. Her lighter reading i- not un

naturally influenced hy t h-* locality 
' for Ihe time. At Balmoral there is1 a 
j predominance of Scotch literature. It 
i was there that the late Dr. Norman 
MacLeod was wont to read to her from 

! Burns. In the circumscribed grounds 
| of Holy rood she describes herself as for the Queen as for the vast body of 
I reading very appropriately Hogg’s working men and women in her do- 
; “Queen’s Wake,” a volume suggested minions. She joins in public worship 
tôlier by her faithful attendant, John jn her private chapel, in the* village 
Brown. A Scotch novelist some time church of Whippingham, or in ; he 
dead who was modestly proud of his Scotch Kirk of Crathie, of which she 
Queen’s appreciation of his Scotch n member, as she is also a member 
stories, was Charles Gibbon, author of of the Church of England. She takes 
“In Honor Bound.” “Katherine Jan- her daily drive as usual.
fane,” “Auld Robin Gray,” etc. i _____ ________

A Queen is almost inevitably an ac-
complished linguist, and in her eigh- I BLENDING COLORS AND MATER

IALS.
This is a difficult task and requires 

ti master hand ; the failures are wont 
to look most garish. We are suffer-

she “does her lesson” in one1 of the from n lavish profusion of fabrics 
most ancient languages of the East. ' d OTnamentalion. There is an incli- 
The same sympathy wit h the natives, . . , „ , ,
of - he strange and wonderful lands of nation to return to the days of Wat- 
which she is Empress—a sympathy in- j tenu, or, at all events, to take advun- 
Iensely prized by Nawabs and Rajahs, tag© of our supreme taste. An exam- 
even by the chut taring traders in. Ihe , p[e js a long silk muslin skirt, with 
bazaars has induced her to rep.ace ^ numl)er frills_ ot a lignt pink
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her Highland bodyguard of personal 
attendants, whose ranks death had 
thinned, by those Indian servants 
whose dusky faces and gorgeous ai tire 
have added a vividly picturesque ele
ment to the royal cavalcade, when it 
appears in public.

The present writer is glad as» a wo
man, to bear her testimony to the fact 
that the Queen does not despise the 
humble feminine devices of needlework 
and its kindred arts. The costume 
dolls which her small girlish fingers 
dress -d dexterously and iasteuilly, a re 
still an evidence that she. wasi taught 
what was wont to be solemnly called 
“the use of her needle” long before 
sewing machines was invented. There 
is a story that as ant illustration off 
what her own pretty frocks had; been 
in childhood, she made with her royal 
hands for the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
eldest daughter a little white frock 
with the numerous tucks and the 
dainty embroidery all complete. The 
legend winds up wi*h the assurance 
» hat the frock is still carefully pre
setted—whether ln the possession of 
the Grand Duchess of Coburg, whether 
in the wardrobe of the Princess of 
Roumania.

In the Crimean War, when the

tone, covered with sequined tulle; 
above this a tunic of light blue satin, 
shaded with many velvet flowers, and 
bordered with deep, failing fringe, 
edfcred by the new chiffon flowers, buds 
and leaves. A little sable adds to the 
beauty oif i he blue satin bodice and 
round the waist is a pink chiffon sasli, 
which falls in long knotted ends at 
the side. Lace is being employed for 
many of tlie new opera cloaks, and 
miuch fine black lace is made up over 
pink gauze for evening cloaks with 
brocaded woods, which when on the 
head, display round the face a thick 
ruche of gossamer material. Brocade 
pure and simple is relegated to rich 
evening gowns.

CONSOLATION.
Ha! ketched yer at last, eh ? Take 

dat—an’ dat. Biff 1 Cliff 1
The victim picked himself up and 

looked dazedly at his assailant. The 
latter realized then that he had 
struck the wrong man.

Excub me, |$uady, Ihe said. I took 
yer fur a friend o' mine.

My gracious, exclaimed the other, 
I’m glad I didn’t resemble one of 
your enemies.
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