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Would You Convict on
Circumstantial Evidence.

Between the setting and the rising had gone white. 
e£ a summer's sun the little agricul-j *J think—that no one saw him .fter 

iural village of Vielby, in Denmark. • toe parted from me,* was the unready 
underwent a change—for overnight it reply.
developed a sensation. Neils Brune,' Dries en left the parsonage with a 
a farmhand employed by Soren Qvist! troubled mind. He dared not admit 
the pastor and a man whom every- , to himself the suggestion that had 
body knew, whose forbears had been ’ flashed across h”n at the worde of 
known by the forbears Of every one Soren Qvist. Affection, the li.’e'ong 
wtthin ten miles, had disappeared, i habit of thought regarding the clergy 
leaving no trace. Throughout the day man; Qvist's sacred calling, a dozen 
the clack of comment sounded be- ! obstacles held back the train of 
aeath the warm colored roofs, and ; inference. But he was undeniably 
•till the wonder grew. Gossip

held 
But

fol- : shocked that his ..riend should thus 
lowed the matter through its sueeos- be unmanned by a circumstance that

1

aire phases of mystery, speculatioa. 
suspicion, sus;>ense and discovery-— 
far witihn two weeks the murder of- 
Malls Bruns had been established.

In one of the most pretentious bou­
ses of the kindly rural community

could surely not touch him closely. 
But might it not touch him? was the 
steady, inward question of hi« other 
self—his crime detecting self.

Receptive to the suggestions of vil­
lage taJk, the Magistrate soon ob

«welt Ericsen, the District Magistrate served that the breath of rumor be 
ef Vielby an able official, possessed | gan to blow evilly about the name 
mt a keen, analytical mind, a native - of Soren Qvist. He protested against 
knowledge of his own countrymen, % I certain hints dropped in hie hearing 
•trong sense of duty, and considerable’ to the effect that the pastor perhaps 
intuitive insight into the ways of . knew more of the mystery than he 
trespassers that had won him dis- j would like to tell. Bricsen resisted 
•Unction in such cases aj* «mall theft* \ his insinuation through high regard 
and breadhes of the peace. As the j for a man whose lifelong intimate he 
appointed agent of the crown in mat- , had been and whom he believed to 
tars affecting the public peace the in- he incapable of harm. But with the 
veetigation, as .well as the meglster- rousing of his latent detective, sense 
ial disposition of crimes up to actual and the persistent repetition of re­
trial, lay within his province. marks bearing upon ilie clergyman

Thus, the mysterious disappearance he was forced to change his ground 
of Neils Bruns soon fell under the at- • He was brought the sooner to a 
taction of Erieson. He was the more eiore open attitude by the earnest re- 
intersted in this unexplained gap in I •preeer.; _tions of Morten Bruns, a 
the membership of the parish by ree- I wealthy brother of the nissing Nells.

having beeifc. disfigured apparently by 
repeated blows. But all the articles 
of clothing were identified ley 'friends 
of Neil»# and if further proof had 
-been needed the. shirt bore his name, 
in the left ear of the dead man was 
also a leaden ring that Nells 
worn in life.

had

They affirmed that the pastor had 
cried out:

‘I will slay thee, dog. Thou shall 
lie dead at my feel.’

They had not taken the trouble to 
look out of the window, they said, be­
cause they knew the master's ways. 
They deposed furthermore, to having

Ericsen hau now no alternative b*ut heard Qvist make a similar threat to 
to arrest Qvist. The clergyman as- Neils on two previous occasions. The
sentedi willingly, while asserting hie dairy maid said that on the same
innocence. He admitted that appear- night when Larsen was spying among 
ances were strongly against him, but the hazel bushes she had been awak- 
declared he awaited the outcome with ened by the creak of a door and 
confidence that he would be shown footsteps- Rising in alarm she had 
free of guilt. He was taken to the tiptoed to the threshodd of her room 
village jail. , and looked into the hall. A figure

The genius of the natural investi- * passed her. By the green dressing 
gator, Ericeen, had here its first op- gown and white cap she recognized 
portunity for expansion. He entered her employer, who continued on his 
the puzzling affair with a prediepo- ' way to the garden. She, thougnt thi- 
sition in favor of the accused, an midnight wandering a little strange, 
honest desire to implicate him no j but returned to rest and heard the 
further than indisputable fact made ! creaking of the door an hour later, 
necessary, which effectively guarded I When these facts were brought out 
against his hasty acceptance of dam- there were few to doubt the guilt
aging evidence. But having struck | of the pnstor, although tne sympathy
the scent he could- but follow whither! of many humble households went out 
it led him. Foul play had been done; to their hotheaded shepherd». Con- 
and it was for him to establish how j fronted by the weight cf his statement 
and by whom. There was no hesi- * Qvist was deeply perturbed, and vol- 
tation. His keen intelligence sought unteered his explanation of a part of 
out and laid bare the essential facts the black showing against him. 
as he found them with the accuracy1 He admitted the quarrel with Neils

•en of his close friendship for Soren ' 'Thie Morton was a cattle farmer of 
Qvist, the clergyman, who had been lngvortsriy>. a. village lying a few 
tfes last employer of the missing man. milea from Vielby, and was reputed 

Boren Qvist was generally beloved j a vani, unscrupulous man, who wae 
Wj his parishioners for his piety, learn i uee(j t0 having his own way off affairs 
lag, hospitality and u-pright living. He had put his own construction u-p- 
He wras a powerful man, of command- j en the disappearance of his brother, 
log presence, by a few thought too j xt length Ericsen, driven back from 
everbearing and prone to anger, but ^ the prejudice of friendship te his 
laclle In holding the esteem of those j «buq! calm and judicial stand In all 
wteo knew his qualités. He wae «till 1 things saw that in fairness he mus# 
le the prime of manhood and succeas- » f0n0W* the indications of the case, 
toldy conducted a farm, the produeta though confident ''that examination of 
•S wrhich. added to his tithes, brought, the astor'» acts would only serve to 
Mm to a prosperous way of life. Hie > turn the inquiry away in a likelier 
housekeeper was his daughter, a hand direction.

Kiri of marriageable age, who Lei-wen, a cottager, furnished the 
efllclently ruled the parsonage and the I course of the foundation of the
Unde of her father, long a widower, j CMe He said that on the „ight of 
•rtst bore a particular reputation for | the day following upon which Nells
keaesty, and one of his charactsris- 

often had been made the irubjest 
•or humorous remark among aie 
•oÉg'hbors. It was eaid of him that 
le the heat of dispute he sould >h 
no justice upon his opponent' wide, 
tat that when his passion cooled he 
•cold see none upon hie own.

Ericsen hastened to the parwemeg# 
Mk gathering the first few fragmente 
of news. At the door he met Boren 
Qreet and was surprised to And him
painfully o$ritate<l. The clergyman 

weald tell him little of the matter, but 
So the further surprise of the rnagle 
Irate, straightway took a most eerioue 
view of the disappearance. Erii 
kwtinctively made light of the esee 
wtalle he talked. The man haâ bees 
merrymaking belike, and weuld re- 
tarn as soon as he was able to Mold 
Me legs. But the pastor waved the 
■■«gestion aside and said he feared 
a darker outcome. He had him 
Metltuted an inquiry', he declared but 
Mills had vanished of an afternoon, 
md no person la the place had beea 
hi Lie company er had seen hiruge.

‘And who was the last to eee him?* 
■eked Ericsen, in a voice unooneeieua- 
ty eharp eus his Incisive brain beg** 
te grapple with the problem. Qvtai 

not answer and the magletrate, 
lee«1ng up quickly, saw that hie lass
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held disappeared he was wending his 
way homeward from Tolsrup at 
late hour. Passing along a footpath 
that led by the south side of the 
pastor’s garden he heard a sound as 
ef some one digging. This aroused 
h.* curiosity and vieione of hidde 
gold occuring, he took off his wooden 
ehees and climbed the high hedge, 
parting the hazel lxushee on the other 
eide to allow him a view of th« 'pre­
mise*. It wae clear moonlight. In 
the open «space he plainly saw the 
figure o1? Soren Qvist, engaged in 
pounding and emoothing down the 
eoil with a spade. A rustling In the 
bushes caused the pastor to look n- 
round to the place where Larsen wee 
eveeealed, and the observe took hlm- 
eelf off hastily. Asked how he knew 
this figure for the clergyman, he eaid 
that he could not fall to recognize 
him by the long green dreeelng gown 
and white nightcap he wore.

Aocempanied by the wltneee and 
Merten Bruns, Ericsen visited Soren 
Qviet and explained that ae a matter 
eif formality it wae necessary to eift 
this de-position for possible truth. The 
Magistrate closely watched the face 
of his old friend in making the an- 
aeeneement, but could detect therein 
ao trace of guilt. Qvist readily ae- 
•ented, helped the men to dig and 
ordered his servants to lend their aid 

I wtille he discussed with Elrlceen the 
futile eearch he had instituted priv­
ately at his own expanse for Nell 
Bren».

During the excavation Morten turn 
ed suddenly on the clergyman and 
accused him flatly of having murdered 
hie 'brother, Intimating that the proof 
would1 be found in thle eery garden 
Qviet flushed hotly, but restrained hie 
tamper with an effort made no an­
swer and continued to aseist the Ma­
gistrat* with every courtesy.

After a pit had been dug to some 
depth It became evident that nothing 
had been intererd In that part of the 
garden. The Magistrate commenced 
upon this fact with no little relief, 
while Qviet remarked to Morten 
Bruno—

tSlandered, what have you gained 
for your pains?*

But -Morten was insistent though 
crestfallen, and made Larsen point 
out another spot as perhaps the one 
where he had seen the pastor by moon 
light. The soil was agaia thrown a- 
elde, and after some moments a shout 
from one of the workers brought the 
others about him. Morten, aquiver 
with excitement, threw himself Into 
the trench and dug out a hat which 
he immediately pronounced the one 
that had been worn by Nells. In a 
few seconds an arm was uncovered 
and the body was then completely 
disinterred.

The face could not be recognized.

of the surgeon's scalpel.
To start with, he needed no neigh­

bor to tell him that Soren Qvist al­
though a man of excellent parts and 
of admirable character, was haunted 
by an active and violent temper which spade, 
he ws at some pains to control even 

in trifles. Each parishioner could 
have related some incident that prov 
ed the irritability of their pastor 

when he was aroused or crossed by 
opposition. He was perpetually In a 
quarre), and# as frequently was he 
regretting some hasty word or action.
There were few who held this a- 
gainst him however, for his sneere 
sorrow following am outbreak vas 
known and understood.

Ericsea easily established that Qvist 
had engaged in a series of alterca­
tions with Neils Brune during the 
three months the tarns hand had 

spent under hie roof. Service was 
scarce and the laborer wae worthy of 
his hire or they must have parted, so 
bitter had beea the etrife oa several 
oocaeione. The Magistrate threshed 
out thie phase antll he towed farmers 
who could swear to having seen Qvist 
cudgel hie employe during one dis­
pute.

Inquiry then led Ericsen to the Wi­
dow Karteen and her daughter Elsie, 
who had let fall dark hints concern 
Ing their concealment of strange hap­
penings of which they had knowledge 
He wormed from them that they had 
been passing the clergyman's garden 
on the very afternoon of the disap­
pearance, when Neils Bruns had call­
ed to them through the hedge, and 
had thrust out a handful of nuts, 
which they accepted. They asked him 
what he was doing and he replied 
that he had been set to dig the gar­
den, but the task wee not to his lik­
ing and he was shirking it. The con­
versation was interrupted by the slam 
ming of a door and Neils remarked 
that Soren Qviet was coming.

•Listen/ he said, to the women, 'and 
you will hear a wondrous preachment.

They waited, curious to hear their 
pastor in one of hie rages, and over­
heard a stormy duel of word® be­
tween the clergyman and his farm 
hand, who defended himself with bit­
ter retorts against the charge of ne­
glecting his work. .Finally, they re­
luctantly admitted, they heard Qvist 
utter theee words. In a voice half 
choked with anger: —

*1 will beat thee dog, until thou liest 
dead at my feet.*

Then eame a sound of blowe, while 
Nells called the pastor a rogue, 
hangmen and various other ill terms,
Qvist made no answer but the women 
saw the blade of a spade rise end fall 
twice above the hedge, with a dull 
shoric, ae upon » body at its descent.
After this there was silence and they 
hurried on their way along the path, 
uneasy at what they had seen and 
heard. They were not able to swear 
as to whose hands held the spad 
owing to the thickness end height of 
the hedge. They were unwilling aids 
to Ericsen and it was only by dint 
of cautious questioning and clever 
manipulation of their fears and be­
liefs that he obtained this Important 
statement.

The pastor was removed to Grenae 
a larger town nearby, and a Judicial 
examination was held at which Eric­
sen presented some of his findings.
The Indefatigable Magistrate, much 
as he personally regretted the we-b It 
was hls duty to weave, had placed 
hls case In a much stronger position 
and had) three additional witnesses on 
hand to (bear out the earlier testim­
ony. These were two other farm 
hands and the dairy maid employed 
by Qvist. The men swore that they 
wer near a window In the house on 
the day of the disappearance and had 
heard the quarrel described by t he 
Widow Karsten and her daughter.

and the threat against the farmhands 
life, which he said he had made in 
the heat of anger without serious 
meaning. He declared that when hr 
struck Neils the man dropped the 

I spade. Casting about for a stick in 
his rage he caught up the spade and 
Neils continuing his abuse, hit his 
employe twice with it, flat or edge he 
could not say. The man fell. Al­
armed at this, for 'his temper had 
quickly cooled, he stooped to raise 
him, when Neils jumped to hsi feet 
and made off, leaving the garden 
by a rear gate. He stated positively 
that he had- not seen any trace of 
the farmhand from that minute until 
the disinterring of'the body. As to 
his mysterious midnight visit to the 
garden described by Larsen and veri­
fied by the dairymaid, the prisoner 
had this to say:

It is either a foul lie or a hellish 
delusion: —

Ii^the interval before the trial Eric­
sen forged the strongest links in his 
perfect chain of circumstances. By 
Infinite patience and caution, working 
carefully about the curtain of res­
pect and affection with which the peo­
ple of the parish were inclined to 
cover such inscriminating facts as 
they had cognisance of, » he pinned 
down two more witnesses whose tes­
timony used In the court attack, 
crumbled the pastor’s negative defence 
like a bulwark of cards.

These were two men who had been 
In the vicinity of the parsonage on 
the moonlight night which supposedly 
marked the burying of the body. Arf- 
ter much pressing they solemnly av­
erred they had seen the clergyman, 
dressed in the green dressing gown 
and the nightcap, dragging a heavy 
sack from a patch of woods toward 
the garden of his house. They had 
not seen his face, for that was cover­
ed by a flap of sacking, but only too 
well they said, they knew the cflothes 
he wore.

Now came Erlcsen's triumph the 
cbb stene of hls structure. Hie im- 
agisatien was caught by this con 
slant reference- to the green dressing 
grw*. familiar to every one In the 
parish, and he found here the point 
te which his whole circumstantial 
creation should tend.

He found the famous gown, exam­
ined It with meticulous care, noted 
certain marks and stains upon it 
and then Instituted quiet Inquiry a- 
meng those who knew the garment 
beet. He preved that on the morn­
ing after the alleged burial It had bee 1 

feund covered with mould and soiled 
with earth. It had afterward been 
cleaned; but not thoroughly. He al­
so established that it was lying on 
the floor of the pastor’s room tha. 

(Continued on page 3.)
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PURITy FLOUR
Aid Its Keeping Qualities

SBMK people fled it aeceeesry te hey • considerable quantity 
ef fleer at erne time—eaScieat te last fer s leag period. 
Materally they are asxieea t# precare a leer ef the hied best 

•depend te lengthy storage.
There are twe impartant reeeeai why PURITY FLOUR 

pesa eases these qualities. Oae is that it is made entirely from 
Manitoba Hard Wheat. The ether lie# in the fact that the curetai £ 
milling necessary te produce Purity " absolutely excludes al 
lew-grade particles of the wheat herry. It's the high grade 
Manitoba Hard Wheat Plewr that keepe—etaada leagest storage, i- 

Thafe “Parity." «
“Purity" fleur may oast a Hide meo% 

but la more than worth the difference. ... 
Try it. Watch reealta hath Aar quality » 
aad yield.
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at Front ot Stove 
Where it Is Easy to Turn

No reaching across a 
hot stove and over 
steaming pots to turn 
direct-draft damper on 
Sask-Alta. It is placed 
right at front of stove 
(sec illustration) where 
a child can readily 
operate it
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Sask-Alta Direct 
Damper insures your 
arms against scalding 
by steam, and fingers 
from being burned. But 
you cannot get this 
feature in any other 
range. It’s patented— 
an exclusive Sask-Alta 
improvement. ay
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CHRISTY MATHEWSON

Christy Mathewson 
Says:

“ The Baseball Magazine just 
touches the spot. Every true lover 
of Baseball and Out-Door Sport 
should read it every month.”

THE
BASEBALL 
MAGAZINE

Chockful of stories and action pictures, throbs 
with life from cover to cover. There are maga­
zines that fill you up with a lot of "dead stuff" 
but The Baseball Magazine is just like the grand 
old game, alive, pulsating, energetic.

It tells you all about “Cy” Young, Fred 
enney, Frank Chance, and all the great 

vers, just who they are, how they live,
and all about them.

To get 100,000 new subscribers within the 
(•■next month we're making this offer:

3 month»* trial subscription 
Baseball Magazine . . 45c

Watch Fob...................................50c
AU lor

40c
The Watch Fol» is made of Ormolu Cold. You'll be as proud 
of it as we are. Send coin or sumps this minute to

Subscription Department
BASEBALL MAGAZINE. Boston. Mass.
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