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than that shown by the prime minis­
ter."

The Marquis of Lansdowne, secre- 
tary of state tor war. said be was pre- 
pared to make a statement at a fu­
ture date. The government, be added, 
was not prepared and had excellent 
reasons for not pushing its arrange­
ments further. :

The address in reply to the speech 
from the throne was then adopted.

IN THE COMMONS.
In the commons in moving the ad- 

dress, Capt. Prettyman, who is a re-, 
tired captain of artillery, said an in- ! 
quiry was necessary, as to how the . 
requirements of the war had been so 
underestimated. The captain then ap-t 
pended for the union of all parties in I 
support of the government in its ef-: 
forts to satisfactorily conclude a just

BENNETT
2 -0-

The Triangle Grocery, Head St.
-18 SELLING-

CR0 IDE Lnt RI51LU I
.

I
uted to us by Lord Kimberley. I am 
glad he has not pressed an immediate 
inquiry into the action of the mili­
tary authorities at . a time when our 
generate in the field and ■ray of those 
who could give the most valuable in­
formation are unable to appear. We 
should defer an inquiry to a more 
convenient season.”

Later the premier admitted the de­
ficiencies of the existing system, re­
marking that the treasury had acquir­
ed a power which was not to the pub­
lic benefit. He had not thought of 
looking into the past history or ex­
amining the amount of blame to be at­
tached to thia or that minister.

"It is not," he said, “quite the right 
way of dealing with the present crisis. 
We must join together and exercise, all 
our power in extricating ourselves 
from a situation full of humiliations 
and not free from danger. I will not 
say that the danger may not have eas­
ily been exaggerated. Many a coun­
try has commenced a war with diffi­
culties of the kind we experience. We 
have only to look at what the northern 
states of America went through at. the 
beginning of the civil war to see how 
easy it would be to draw a mistaken 
inference from the reverses we have 
met at the outset. We have every 
ground to think that if we set our- 
selves heartily to work and exert all 
the undoubted instrumenta of the 
power we possess we shall bring the 
war to a satisfactory conclusion. We 
have work which appeals to us as sub­
jects of the Queen and as Englishmen 
and it must throw in the shade all 
thoughts of party expediency."

Lord Salisbury then said he regret­
ted that Lord Edmund Fitzmaurice, in 
the house of commons, was about to 
bring this great issue into party con­
troversy, adding that the only place 
where "his action would meet with 
sympathy was in Pretoria.

"Our effort, the premier continued, 
must be to retrieve ourselves from the 
present situation, which cannot be al- 
lowed to last. This empire is a val­
uable and splendid, but responsible 
possession. We must concentrate our 
efforts. if we do not tame all the 
smaller passions into one great duty 
we run the danger of convulsions 
which will tarnish the empire’s lustre 
and perhaps menace its integrity."

After Lord Salisbury had spoken, 
Lord Rosebery made a fiery speech, 
demanding of the government what it 
was going to do, and adding that the 
country would shrink from no sacri­
fice which the burning emergency 
might demand.

ROSEBERY IS APPALLED.
Lord -Rosebery spoke with great 

force and earnestness. He asked why 
the premier made it so difficult for 
the man is the street to support his 
policy. The past conduct of the gov­
ernment would come up for investi­
gation some day, he hoped, adding:

"We have the right to know if, be­
fore the crisis, the intelligence depart­
ment supplied the government suffi­
cient information. If not, dismiss the 
department. If the government pos­
sesses the information, their responsi­
bility is heavy. I hope that when the 
time for investigation arrives, those 
who have served the queen will be 
covered with such glory that the eyes 
of the investigators will be dazzled.

"I was appalled at the nature and 
style of Lord Salisbury's speech. We 
have now 120,000 men in South Africa, 
yet we are with difficulty bolding our 
own. The attitude of foreign nations 
is described as friendly. But that 
doe* not strike me as being so amic- 
able as the word would imply. I deem 
it necessary to know what the govern­
ment is going to do. Lord Salis- 
bury said the cause of our casualties 
was the smallness, of the secret fund 
and the British constitution. But 
what is the government's duty? .Some 
form of compulsory service roust be 
introduced to meet the growing exi­
gencies of the empire, and! I am sure 
the nation will not shrink from either 
that or any other sacrifice to preserve 
the empire's predominance. That we. 
should not shrink from sending away 
vast masses of troops,situated as we 
are in the center of the universe by no 
means friendly to us without having 
a hint from the government of the 
military measures it proposes taking 
to face the disasters we have met and 
the sacrifices we have made, is one of 
the most extraordinary features of the 
British constitution. . ..

“I agree with Lord Salisbury that 
the country can carry this thing 
through in spite of all the impedi- 

mentis of men and methods which have, 
shackled it in the past, but I venture, 
to say it will have to be inspired by 
a loftier tone and truer patriotism
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1war.
The liberal leader in the house of | 

commons. Sir Henry Campbell-Banner- 
man then rose to reply, amidst cheers 
from the opposition benches. Com­
menting on the Queen's speech, he said 
he had seldom known so little to be

LIBERAL LEADERS Us THE BRIT- 
ISM PARLIAMENT ATTACK THE
ADMINISTR A TION-- ALL PAR- . 

TIES AGREE IN PRESSING
ON ine CONTEST. said in such a large number ot words. 

As, however, the war advanced it be-1 
came more difficult and more critical, 
and he was not surprised that the 
government had not proposed a for- 
midable program. But the country 
bad again and again gone through 
greter perils with courage and com- 
posure, and would not now depart 
from its high traditions.

The courage and fortitude of British 
soldiers was never more conspicuous, 
and they must associate with this the 
sons of the colonies who had shown, 
extraordinary aptitude in this kind of 1 
warfare. He appreciated the gallan-I 
try and devotion which led their coun­
trymen to volunteer, but he wished 
to know the reasons which necessitat­
ed this unusual method of reinforcing 
the army. He and his friends bad re­
solved to press the vigorous prosecu­
tion of the war that the integrity of 
the Queen’s domains be speedily vin­
dicated and he imagined there would 
be no difficulty in obtaining the addi­
tional! supplies necessary.

"Here my agreement with the gov­
ernment ceases," said the Liberal 
leader.

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman • 
then proceeded with a bitter con­
demnation of the administration and 
the temper in which it had approached 
the whole South African problem, say­
ing that the narrowness of the gov­
ernment’s provision for military re­
quirements necessitated hostilities, 
a nd asserting that its policy made war 
probable. He believed this feeling 
was largely shared by the house, and 
be was glad of the opportunity pre­
sented to express his opinion.

The speaker repudiated the idea that 
they should await the end of the war 
before discussing the matter. This 
was the very time for effective criti- 
cism, and those wishing to disclaim re­
sponsibility should do so now.

"The ministers tell us," Sir Henry 
continued, “that this war was under­
taken to secure equal rights for white 
men. I hope they will transfer this 
laudable doctrine to this country. 
Many instances might be applied when 
too little consideration has been 
shown under Mr. Chamberlain’s ad- 
minisrtation to the loyal Dutch of 
Cape Colony. The Cape ministers, 
who are as much crown ministers as 
Mr. Chamberlain treated them in a 
manner ill-calculated to allay doubts 
and fears." • L

MR. BALFOUR’S DEFENCE.
Arthur J. Balfour, after a vain at-| 

tempt to draw Sir Henry Campbell 
Bannerman into an admission that he 
did not advocate pushing the war into 
Boer territory, reproached him with 
waiting until the country had become 
involved in military difficulties to 
bring a vote of ceneure of the colonial 
secretary, which might have been 
brought, Mr. Balfour declared, any 
time since 1895. In general defense of 
the colonial secretary and the govern 
ment’s policy Mr. Balfour said that at 
one time the government believed the 
war would be avoided, but bad subse- 
quently become convinced that the 
Boer govenment never from the first 
intended to give thoee franchise con- 
cessions, the withholding of which 
meant war.

He denied that Gen. Buller had ex- 
pressed the opinion that the forces 
sent out werefinadequate. On the con­
trary, Gen. Buller held the common 
military opinion that the forces sent 
were quite sufficient. If the govern­

ment had asked parliament last Au- 
gust, be continued, to authorize the 
despatch of a large army, it would 
have been not only extremely bad di­
plomacy, but it would probably have 
been impossible to persuade parlia­
ment of its necessity.

Replying to the direct question put 
by Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, 
“Did Gen. Buller go to Natal purely 
in the exercise of his military discre­
tion f" Mr. Balfour answered in the 
affirmative. He then proceeded to re- 
buke the opposition for criticising the 
war office, declaring that it was solely 
due to the efforts of the government 
during the last three years that the 
army and armaments were greatly im­
proved.

“The opposition,” said Mr. Balfour, 
“are apparently ready to take upon 
their own shoulders the government 
of the country and the conduct of the 
war. .I wish them well through the 
attempt. But the government will en­
deavor to discharge this great re- 
sponsibility so long as it retains the 
confidence of parliament.”

A MOTION OF CENSURE.
Lord Edmond Fitzmaurice then 

moved the admendment to the address:
“And we humbly express' our regret 

st the want of foresight and judgment 
displayed by her majesty’s advisers as 
shown alike in their conduct of African 
affaire aince 1895, and in the prepara­
tions for the war now progressing.

Lord Fitzmaurice attacked Mr. 
Chamberlain’s policy, especially his 
failure to punish the raiders and the 
retention of Cecil Rhodes, as a mem­
ber of the privy council, together with 
“irritating and reckless methods that 
plunged the country into war before 
any adequate preparations were possi­
ble."

The debate was then adjourned.

FRIDAY, FEB. I6TH,London, Jan. 31.—In the House of
Lords yesterday, the Duke of Somer­
set moved the address Ln reply to the 
Queen’s speech, and the Earl of Shaf- 
tesbury seconded the motion. The 
Duke of Somerset, in moving the ad- 
rdess, said be looked forward confi­
dently to a successful termination of 
the war. He urged the necessity for 
reform in the military administration 
and said that, hitherto the army seem- 
ed to have existed for the benefit of 
the war office, and that in future, the 
war office must exist for the benefit 
of the army. ’•

The Duke of Somerset then eulogiz­
ed the loyalty of the colonies, especial- 
ly Canada, and strongly deprecated 
the adverse criticism of Gen. Buller, 
his remarks in this connection being 
cheered. He said he had every confi­
dence in Gen. Balter and in Lord 
Roberts. v€ .

A MODERATE CRITICISM.4
The. Earl of Shaftesbury, Conserva- 

tive, emphasized the debt of gratitude 
which Great Britain owed to her col- 
ollies and expressed satisfaction at 
the settlement of the Samoa ques- 
tion.

The Liberal leader in the house of 
lords, the Earl of Kimberley, follow­
ed. He said he was glad to learn that 
Grent Britain’s relations with other 
states were friendly. He added that 
he believed the term could be justly 
applied to the relations with European 
governments and the United States, 
and deprecated undue attention to the 
attacks of the foreign press. His lord­
ship congratulated Lord Salisbury on 
the conclusion of the agreement with
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the Date Fixed For the Pa­
triotic Concert.

—---------------------------------------a

Committees Appointed and Genera 
Arrangements node-Prices 

of Admission.
Another well attended meeting of. 

thoee interested in the presentation of 
the patriotic concert for the benfit ef 
the members of the Canadian contin­
genta, who are serving their empire in 
South Africa, was held last evening 
in the parlors of the Hotel Garaer. 
There were present J. B. Rankin, Q. 
C., who presided, and Mesdames Idle 
and Eberts, Misses Taylor, Idle, Rhody, 
McLean, McDonnell, Oliver, Swain 
and Smith, and Jas. 8. Gray, Wm. H. 
Brackin, H. Horstead, E. J. Foray the, 
I. E. Bruck, Chias. Macdonald, J. W.\ 
Humphrey, G. O’Hara, J. W. Wilson, 
H. Brown and othere..

Major Hankin reported that he had 
eecured the hearty endorsation and co- 
operation of the county council in the 
matter and on their euggeetion bad 
corresponded with a large number of 
artiste throughout the country. Major 
Hankin’s action, was thoroughly eb- 
dorsed.

The meeting was then informally 
reorganized into a committee of the 
whole to strike a rough draft of the 
program and make preliminary prepare- 
tions for the various rehearsals. This 
was done upon the linee previously 
outlined in The Planet.

Considerable discussion took place 
relative to the prices, which were fin 
ally fixed at $1, 75c, 50c and 25c, while 
$5 will be charged for the boxes should 
they be required.

On motion of Mr. Brock, seconded by 
Mise Swan, it was unanimously decid- 
ed to hold the concert on the evening 
of Friday, Feb. 16th. The program 
committee were authorised to make 
arrangements with the management of 
the opera house.

Mr. Forsythe said that the male 
quartette would probably consist of 
Messrs. Harry Horstead, Geof. O’Hara, 
Morton Sheldon and Wm. Wilson, while 
the ladies’ quartette was left in the 
hende of Mrs. John Cooper.

It was decided to hold the first gea- 
eral rehearsal next Friday evening, at 
such hall as Major Rankin ehell ar­
range for and announce and a general 
meeting to report progress will be held 
next Monday evening.

It was decided to at once proceed 
with the printing and distribution of 
tickets for sale. Major Rankin men­
tioning that his worship Mayor Smith 

' and several ladies had already gener­
ously volunteered to assist in this part 
-of the undertaking....

Major Rankin eaid that he had re­
ceived a generous offer from Mr. . 
Stephenson, proprietor of The Planet, 
to do whatever printing he might re­
quire for the patriotic concert without 
any charge.
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es. In that connection, however, 
paid a warm tribute + - 1
of the soldiers in t e field and to the

the conductto

loyalty of the British colonies.
The Earl of Kimberley, continuing, 

said that although the moment was 
one of the deepest gravity, he , would 
entirely abstain from criticising the 
conduct of the generals. It was the 
duty of the government to select men 
to conduct these operations and it wai 
their duty to support the government. 
It was, therefore, unwise, to criticise 
the generals in these operations. He 
did not mean to imply that the gen­
erals were not doing their utmost to 
fulfill their arduous duties, but gov­
ernment would be wine, if it made 
every effort to prepare thoroughly for 
what might occur in the future. Con­
tinuing, Lord Kimberley said:

"We might meet a period of disas- 
ter, and, although our relations with 
the other powers are friendly, it would 
be well if the government prepared for 
all eventualities and all dangers and 
be ready with the means to surmount 
them. The government does not seem 
to have been aware of the scale of 
preparations of the South African re- 
publics." I I.*

WHY THEY WERE IGNORANT.
Lord Salisbury in reply to the Earl 

of Kimberley asserted that there was 
nothing in the stipulations of the con- 
ventions to limit and hinder the im­
portation of arms and ammunition into 
the Transvaal through Lorenzo Mar- 
ques. Continuing the premier said:

“Why were we to know about the 
importation of arms ? I believe guns 
were introduced into the Transvaal in 
boilers and munitions of war in piano 
casses. We had a small secret service 
fund. If you want much information 
you must give much money. I con­
sider the enormous amounts spent by 
other governments, especially the 
Transvaal, which I have heard on high 
diplomatic authority spent £800,000 in 
a single year, and the small sums 
spent by England made it impossible 
for us to have the omniscience attrib-
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