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BATTLE

Strong Demand Made Here Last

PLYMOUTH HARBOR
CLOSED TO NEUTRALS

SINKING OF THE
DALBEATIE AN
ILLEGAL ACT

Another B\;lden Added by
Germany to the Strain
Upon the U. S.

CRISIS VERY SERIOUS

2
Not be More So With-
out Actual War

Could

By Courier Wire.

Vienna, via London, Feb. 21—The
inauiry of the United States regard-
ing Austria-Hungary’s attitude in
connection with Germany’s subma
rine warfare is considered vague in
oflicial circles. It is stated that the
1eason for this is that the notes men-
tioned in the American were not in
tended to tie the hands of the Aus
tio-lHungarian government in the
future, but dealt entirely with cases
that had actually occurred. .

Another Illegal Act

Washington, Feb. 21.—Sinking by
gunfire from a German submarine of
the Norwegian Steamer Dalbeatis
with two Americans aboard, was ad-
ded to-day to the State Department’s
list of Germany's illegal acts, which
are clowly aecumulating and testing
the patience of the government. Con-
sl Frost reported from Queenstown
that atter the ship was sunk last
Saturday , the men were rescued, but
their lives were endangered by shell
firc belfore the erew had gotten away
in hoats, and by drifting about at
sca for nearly 18 hours.

Yerge of War

Alter the cabinet meeting late yes-
terday, there was no indication that
President Wilson had made knowr
what his next step will be or when
it will be taken. At the State depart-
ment it was said the situation e
mained as serious as it eould . be
witlhiout war.™ o S

Real Interest

Real interest was displayed in the
British Fimbassy’s announcement
that between February 1 and 14 less
than one per cent of the vessel's en-
tering or leaving British ports had
been sunk.

Leased

Safe Pasage

The State department is seeking
to have the Turkish Government take
up informally with Germany the
question of safe passage for the Am-
erican naval vessels DesMoines and
Caesar, now held at Alexandria, but
bound for Beirut, to discharge relief
supplies for Armenians and Syrians
and to take on about 1,000 American
refugees.

WILSON TO GO
TO CONGRESS

—_—_
By Courier Leased Wire.

Washington, Feb. 21—President
Wilson has practically decided 1o
appear before Congress prior to ad-
jonrnment March 4, to ask for ad-
ditional authority to protect Amer-
ican seamen and ships against the
GGerman submarine menace.

There was every indication that

would make his address either
late this week or early next week.
The President’s position, as outlin-
ed authoritatively to-day, 1s that
tongress- before adjourning should
pass a broad resolution~giving hia
additional authority.

he

S 0. 8.
Iy Courier Leased Wire,

Halifax, N. S. Feb. 21.—The
Steamer Sagona is  ashore near
Louisburg. C. B., and is sending out
“8.0.8." signals. Assistance is be-
inz sent from Louisburg.

RUSH SEATS.
100 rush seats, Gallery, Grand
Opera House, Thursday night; Schu-
bert Choir, 25¢. Come early.

Mrs. Geo. Walsh, wife of former
Councillor Walsh, Tillsonburg, had
a serious fall*at her home, sustaining
a slight fracture of the skull.

W eather Bulletin

Toronto, Feb. Z1.
~The disturbance
is now centred off
Cape Breton and
fair weather pre.
vails in nearly all
parts of the Dom-
inion. It contin-
ues decidedly cold
in the western
provinces.
Forecasts
Moderate to fresh
casterly to south-
erly winds, fair
today; a little
higher tempera-
ture tonight with
= some light local
snow, but mostly fair.
SHOW, Thursday - Some light local

IT NEVER PAYD
TOoTRY TO
ECONOMIZE

IN THRE MATTER
OF DOCTORS OR
ADWRITERD.

By Courier Leased Wire

except those of the Allies.

liable to detention.

By Courier Leased Wire.

New York, Feb. 21.—The Tribune
this morning publishes the follow-
ing:

Paris, February 20—(By wireless
press)——To-morrow is the anniver-
sary of the beginning of the battle
of Verdun. Newspapers throughout
France are celebrating the day with
anthems of praise for the French
troops, In a striking article the mil-
itary critic of Le Journal writes;
“The great Verdun offensive was
heralded in many ways. German
prisoners who surrendered to the
French, warned that on the morrow
the attack would be begun. The Kai-
ger and the Crown Prince came and
exhorted their troops, announcing to
them that the last and decisive bat-
{le was about to be waged against
France. To Germany it was a great
event.

“They thought it would be easy to
manoeuvre on the twe wjnus to their
left against Fort Vaux and to their
right along the west bank of the
Meuse. In both places they encoun-
tered the stern lines of the French
bayonets. Against those two heights,
Hill 304 and Le Mort Homme, they
beat in vain, and finally broke down.

Fake News

“How many times did not the Ger-
man press relate the capture of
those two pillars of defense. The
Germans claimed to have taken Le
Mort Homme on March 14, and twc
days latér published a faked - map
whereon the principal height war
shown out of place. Nine months
later in December, they were still

tragic

arrest

‘he southern slopes of that
little hill, which continues to
their progress.

“At Hill 304 they experienced the
same difficulties. When it was not
possible to announce an advance in
these regions, the enemy press turn-
ed its attention to inventing excuses,
‘What matters the capture of Ver-
dun?’ it said. ‘We are wearing down
the French defences; we are making
the projected offensive of the sum-
mer impossible.’ e
“Nevertheless, the French array
responded by assuming the offensivc
on the Somme. Obliged to ward off
the terrific blow, the enemy weaken-
ed his efforts on the Verdun froat.

Retook Fost Ground

“But still it was not enough that
the French troops had saved Ver-
dun and smashed the enemy’s line
on the Somme, it was also necessary
to recapture the lost ground at Ver-
dun. This ‘was accomplished in two
magnificent encounters; on October
24 Douaumont was retaken, and on
December 15, the French line was
extended toward Bezonvaux, under
the leadership of General Niville.

“That’was the second phase of the
battle of Verdun. With what vigor it
was conducted may be judged from
the following facts: v

“That attack was launched early
in the morning. By mid-day the pris-
oners were beginning to flow in; at
sunset they numbered 11,000.

wWhat losses the enemy suffered;
what ground he traversed in vain
between February 21 and December
15, 1916.”
Blockade Modified.

London, Feb. 21.—2.30 p.m.—An
official proclamation modifying the
terms of the British naval blockade
was issued here today. It follows:

“First, a vessel, which is encoun-
tered at sea on the way to or from
a port in any neutral country afford-
ing means of access to enemy terri-
tory, shall, until the conirary is es-
tablished, be deemed to be carrying
goods with enemy destination or of
enemy origin, and shall be brought
in for examination and if necessary
for adjudication before a prize
court.

“Second, any vessel carrying
goods with enemy destination or of
enemy origin shall be liable to cap-
ture and condemnation in respect of
the carriage of such goods, provided
that in the case of any vessel which
calls at an appointed British or al-

FRANCE REJOIGES IN THE!
ANNNERSARY OF VERDUN

Greatest German Offensive of the War
Was_Launched a Year Ago; A Sum-
mary ot the Teuton Defeats There

engaged in storming the trenches on |,

London, Feb. 21.—It is officially .announced that the port
of Plymouth has been closed until further notice to all ships
Other vessels entering the harbor
zre punishable under the Defense of the Réalm regulations and

Plymouth is one of Great Britain’s most important naval
bases and the site of a great arsenal and vast dockyard.

£0 no sentence of condemnation
shall - be pronounced except on car-
riage of goods of enemy: origin or
destination and no such presumption
as laid down in article 1 shall arise.
““Phird, goods which are found on
examination. of any vessels to Dbe
goods of enemy origin or destina.
tion, shall be liable to condemna.
tion."”

DID YOU LOSE A DOLLAR:

if so you can easily make it up by
taking advantage of J. W. Burgess
Big February Sale, 44 Colborne St.

DON'T MISS IT.
Brantford's great yearly musical
cvent—The Schubert Choir Concert
—don’t miss it—Grand Opera House
to-morrow night. Reserved scats at
Boles—50c.

ht for Enforcement of Militia Act

ACHVE UNITS
AFFILIATED
WITH 38TH.

: e
125th and 215th Battalion
Become Associated With
the Dufferin’ Rifles

THE RE-ORGANIZATION

ol
Of the Latter Regiment. Is

Successfully Continued
i

Authority for the affiliation with
the Dufferin Riflfes of the 125th and
215th battalions, to be known as the
first and second overseas battalions,
o8th Dufferin Rifles of Canada, re-
vpectively, 'was received this morn-
ing by Lt. Col. F. A. Howard of the
#%th. Since the first inception of
the 125th battalion well over a year
@0, attempts had been made to
have the overseas unit associated
with the Dufferin Rifles, and author-
it7 for the step has now heen recei-
ved, the same privilege being accord-
oG to the 215th battalion. The as-
sreiation will be* of benefit to those
returning from the front, and
through the medium of the Duiferin
¥ifles it will be possible to keep
ttack of the men of the overseas
vnits after they have been dissolved.
The work of re-organization of the
Dufferin Rifles is proceeding at 2
«nod rate, and general satisfaction
is expressed by the officers of the
regiment at the rate at which volun-
isers continue. Some tweniv-five
rew recruits were sworn in and at-
tested ‘last -evening, the rush shows
nc signs of abating. No preparations
are being neglected in the way of
cquipment, and Brantford may rest
asesured that the high record of the
men she has sent to the front will he
well and nobly sustained in the his-

PEASANTS

{
| By Courier Leased Wire
Paris, Feb. 21,—An appeal

district.
¢rain as they can and wherever

Story of the Allied

Shortage Impels

Athens, January 25.—(Corres-
pondence of the Associated Press).
——This message is sent by hand on
the first ship carrying passergers for
America that has left Greece since
the declaration of the allied block-
ade of Greece on December 8, The
only persons allowed to depart to-
day were non-Greeks who had pre-
viously ‘obtained permission from
the allied authorities and Venize-
lists released from prison in compli-
ance with the terms of the allied ul.
timatum of January &. The block-
ade of Greece is absolute. The only
vessels of any nation allowed to
make Greek ports are the rare Ita-
lian ones, themselves forbidden to
discharge = foodstuffs or mails for
that part of Greece which is not
Venizelist, The grain ships origin-
ally cleared for the Piraeus, which

toric ranks of the $8th Home De-
fence Duiferin Rifles of Canada.

had been waiting seven weeks in
the harbor for the blockade to end,

Age to the

surrounding district,

might otherwise be detained here

Jopinion that the time has arrived
we do therefore respectfully urge
Act provides for the calling out o
be forwarded to Sir Robert L.

the making was wit-
nessed last evening in the lecture
nall of the Y. M. C. A. where at a
public meeting the above resolution
calling upon the government for the
enforcement of the Militia Act.
adopted.

Amidst scenes of boundless enthu-
siasm the purposes of the meeting
were laid before the assemblage
and heartily endorsed, and the ur-
gent need of some such measure for
compuldory service emphasized by
the speakers of the evening, who in.
cluded Lt.-Col. G. H. Williams, of
Toronto, chief recruiting officer of
the district, who called upon the
people of Canada as a whole
greater service for the empire in its
hour of meed.

Mr, Spence.

Mr. J, H. Spence,~ who occupied
the chair during the
viewed very briefly the work of the

History in

bles of the city, the list being now

sand names upon it. In addition to
this there were some five hundred

to obtain.
At such a time as

tia Act was the only solution,
speaker considered,
full facts of the matter

upon the matter.
Mr. Brewster,

Mr. W. 8. Brewster then

en above.
mented, spoke for itself.

to bring results.

lied port for examination of her car-

cussing the advisability of invoking the

fer

evening, re-

Brant recruiting league during the
past few months, culminating in the
preparing of a list of names of eligi-

ready for use with some two thou-

names of so that the committee in
charge of the work had been unable

the present,
when the voluntary system had ap-
parently become exhausted, the Mili-
the
advoeating the
before the
public and obtaining their opinion

intro-
duced and moved the resolution giv-
The resolution, he *com-
While re-
cruiting in the past had met with
great success in this county, of late
there has been a falling-off, and the
recent series of meetings had failed
No new aet, he
pvinted out, was required for the es-

ENFORCEMENT OF THE

MILITIA ACT ASKED FOR

Meeting of Citizens Calls Up

on Go vernment to Call Men of Military

Colors—What the Militia Act Means

WHEREAS the Brant Recruiting League was organized for the promotion of recruitin
City of Brantford and County of Brant.

AND WHEREAS since its organiza
other available means sought to further such object.

AND WHEREAS a largs measure of success
evidenced by the fact that more than four thousand men have

AND WHEREAS it has been ascertained by a census recently t
thousand men in the City of Brantford alone eligible fo
voluntarily ‘enlist under present methods owing to prevai

AND WHEREAS it has been clearly shown by recent meetings an

that the methods adopted in the past are entirely in effecive under present
and some more drastic measures are necessary.
AND WHEREAS the Militia Act if put in force would release

for the defence of our country.

THEREFORE this meeting of citizens of Brantford publicly
aid of the provisions of said Act ,does

r overseas service,
ling industrial conditions and other reasons.

g in the

tion the league has by holding public meetings and by all

has attended the efforts of the League as is
been recruited from Brantford and the

aken that there are some two
but who have not and will not

d other efforts of -the League
conditions in securing recruits,

soldiers for overseas service who

convened for the purpose of dis-
hereby express its strong

when advantage should be taken of the provisions of the Militia Act, aqd
the Government to take such steps as may be necessary. And as the said
f all men of military age as required, and that a copy of this resolution

tablishment of the principle of com.
pulsory military service, it being ne-
cessary only to enforce the Militia
Act. Mr. Brewster expressed the op-
inion that once called to service for
home defence, the majority of the
men of the country would before
long be willing to enlist for over-
gseas esrvice. He did not advocate
a full stop of the activities of re-
cruiting locally, but considered that
the time was past when such efforts
as recruiting rallies brought results.

Mr, Wood.

Mr. T. L. Wood, in seconding the
resolution, wished that one of a
much stronger nature had been pass-
ed long ago. We had all just cause
for pride in the accomplishments of
Brant county in recruiting under the
voluntary system, but there were
still eligibles here, and every method
short of compulsion had been tried
in vain to cause them to enlist. Mr.
Wood had no criticism of the pre-
sent government, believing that an-
other would have done no better in
the same position, but he believed
that in circumstances such as 'the
present any government could have
afforded to be more firm along re-
cruiting lines. 5

Mr. J. Reeves.

Mr. J. Reeves, speaking from the
audience, voiced the sentiment that
if all the people of Canada had done
their duty during the war, the hun-
dred thousand troops wanted would

Borden, Premier of The Dominion of Canada.

detence only. He advoecated.out and
out econscription.

To the query of Mr. Friend, Mrv.
Spence replied, explaining & ques-
tion which has troubled many.
Mmilitia Aect provides for the raising
of troops for the detence of Can-
ada, stipulating that they may he

fence.
ada rested in I'rance and Klanders.

Mr. Friend demanded that the
tovernment take some drastic ac-
tion to prevent the emigration of el-
igibles to the United States, and in
sisted that of those who shad gone
not one should be allowed to return,
ot should be given the franchise it
he did return. ‘‘Slacker’” and "‘cow-
ard” were too easy
gidered, for those able bodied men
who remained at home, their pat-
riotism rested in dollars, and they
should be classed as aliens, enemies
and disfranchised.

Mr. John Hill asked some assur-
ance that the Government -would
take action-to comply with the res-
olution drafted. Mr. W. S. Brew:

would accept this expression of the
opinion of the people and act upon
it.

The prime question at issue wau
the winning of the - war, declarad
Chiefl Slemin, who telt that conserip-
tion was called for. In this resolu-
tion, the people were sending their
opinion teo the Government, and as

have been raised. The young men
of the country were .not the only
shirkers; the speaker denounced the

of eligibles at the present time, and
advocated the conscription of wealth
to accompany compulsory military
service.

with long experience in both British
and Canadian Militia, asked how the
Militia Act provided for the raising
of troops for overseas service, as he
understood it had reference to home

employers who accepted the services

y |
Mr. J. H. Friend, an old soldier

they answered it would depend the
response of the people to their ap-
peal for re-election 2t the next el-
ection. He believed that the ola
men of the country were ready t)
o to the front at any time the Gov-
,crnment saw [it to call upon them,
1t.-Col. Williams

The time was rine, Lt.-Col. Will
iams considered, for the enforce
ment of the Militia Act in order t.
save the empire. It was the best form
of compulsion we had and. could

Continued .on page four

an Eye-witness;

‘I'he |

taken outside of Canada in her de- |
To-day, the defence of Can- |

names he cor.--]

ster believed that the Government |

URGED

TO SOW LARGE CROPS

to French peasants of both sexes

‘So'r .help in solying the food problem has been issued by the
ministry of agriculture and will be placarded in every country
The appeal calls on the country people to sow as much

they can, so that the “sowings of

ihe spring of 1917 may prepare the harvest of victory.”
2 i 7'__%77--»_—74v—-7»--_»

GREECE HASTENS T0 COMPLY
WITH DEMANDS OF ENTENTE

Blockade is Told by
Food and Fuel
Governmentto Yield

have all

so that they might dock,
allied au-

been ordered away. The
thorities have instructed them to
proceed to Saloniki  to discharge
their cargoes for the use of the Ven-
izelists in  Macedonia. Were the
blockade to end tomorrow, no food
stuffs from abroad could reach
ireece under a fortnight. The price
of ordinary canned goods has gone
up 500 per cent. The banks refuse
to accept drafts on foreign countries,
-as, owing to the stoppage of the
mails, there is no way of forwarding
them for collection.

The blockace was officially declar-
ed on December 8, but had been in
practical effect since the first of De-
cember. Government opinion at the
time in Greece was that the avail-
able food supply of the country
could hold_.out twenty-one days and
that satisfactory assurances could be
given the entente powers within that
period to insure the lifting of the
blockade. No measures were there-
fore taken to conserve the food sup-
ply until December 20. 'Then bread
cards were issued, the bread order-
ed mixed with cornmeal flour and
barley and seven-tenths of a pound
allotted per person per diem. No de_
finition of the Entente conditions for
lifting the blockade was forthcom-
ing until January 8. Meanwhile the
Greek government was forced to is-
sue in addition to the bread cards
first sugar then potato cards. To
save coal the restaurants were Or-
dered closed at 10 p.m., the moving
picture theatres closed in evenings
and the electric street lamps sup-
pressed. Shops and stores were shut
at six instead of half past eight, as
usual A sudden cold wave a week
ago p'm(lm-e(l great suffering among
the poorer classes throughout
Greece, a large majority of whom
were already out of work on the
stoppage of shipping and the shut-
ting down of all business for export.
Both the prime minister and the
king received hundreds of messages
from all over Greece begging that
coal be sent to relieve the suffering
of the people. The king gave permis-
sion that the foyal forest of Tatoi
| be cut to provide fuel .

After a week from the establish-
{ment ol the government contro_l uf
| food stuffs, bran’ was ordered mixed
| with bread flour. To-day the bread
lis two-thirds bran.

All the wheat in private hands 1u
Greecce has long since been conlis-
cated by the government. T'he store
reserved for feeding
I the army has beea reduced by half
{and the portion - thus rendered
'a\'ailable added to the public stock.

On December 9, the Hellenic Gov-
lernment  sent a formal protest
| against the blockade to the other
|peutral governments through their
diplomatic representatives in Athens.
| On December 12 ine Greek Gov-
!m'nmcnl protested .- v the second
i tinie to the Kntente Powers against
blockade the
which had not

A copy ut

lot food stufls

!;l continuation ol a
{conditions of raising
yet been tormulated.
i this protest, was also sent to the
'neutral ministers in Athens. ._\'u
itelegrams, save official ones in e¢ip-
lher reciting these facts were per-
!mitted to pass the Entente censors.
| Good Order

| Under these conditions Athens IS
{and bas been perfectly calm. KFrom
1 he evening of December 2, lollqw
ing the withdrawal of the Allied
troops from the capital of. Greece,
order has been easily kept by 2
company of sailors. A few attempls
to raid bakeries in the early days ¢!
the Government food control were
quickly suppressed and have not
!been renewed.

The demands of the Entente pow
ers for reparation’ and guarantees
made in their ultimatum of Decem-
ber 14 and finally formulated in th>
supplementary ultimatum of Jaa-
uary 8, are, according to the allied
military attaches, being fulfilled 1o
the letter with all possible speed.

General Phillips, the head of th~
British military mission, supervis-
ing the transfer of the Greek army
to the Peloponnesus, expresses him-
gelf satisfied with the progress of
the troop movements. No Greek ai-
tillery of any importance now ro-
mains north of the Corinth canal,
which is controlled by the allies.

RENTLON 5
DFFANT N THE
FCE OF U.§.

Declaration—:)f War by Am-
erica Will Not Deter
Sub. Campaign
Rl s

IF U.S. ENTERS WAR
i
Her Patriotic Enthusiasm
Will Not Last Her Long

S e
By Courier Leased Wire,

Amsterdam, via London, Feb. 21.

-Count von Reventlow, writing in

The Tages Zeitung, discusses what he
considers a possibility that President
Wilson might be induced by the pres-
sure of Awmerican workmen to de-
clare war on Germany, believing that
all transportation difficulties would
be removed thereby. Count von Re-
ventlow says:

“If President Wilson believes he
has to declare war, this will without
doubt be done with such a great and
clever use of the tom-tom that “at
first a so-called wave of enthusiasm
will go through the whole popula-
tion. But the question is what will
remain when the wave has ebbed and
subsequent weeks and months show
that things this time are quite dif-
ferent to the Spanish war. The more
effective German submarine war will
proceed in the meanwhile, and the
United States will have to recognize
tkat neither a declaration of war nor
cnergetic measures have removed the
difficulties at howe or abroad.”

Count von Reventlow then critic-
izes Ambassador von Bernstorf{’s
farewell message to America. “We
cannot say,” he writes, ‘‘that this
effusive talk of a heart overflowing
with friendshio is opportune at the
present moment. 1t looks as if the
ambassador lost his sense of prop.r
perspective.”

To Aid Children

Amsterdam, via London, Feb. 21.
__The Berlin Vorwaerts says that a
mass deportation of Berlin children
to the country is planned. It is in-
tended to give ailing children of the
three upper classes of the public
schools several months in the coun-
try. It is believed that this step will
relieve the food difficulty in the
city and enable the children to be
better fed. It is hoped that agricul-
ture will also be helped, as the chil-
dren ean do light tasks on farms,
and other towns ave invited to imi-
tate Berlin's example,

MMANUEL CHURCH
" CONGREGATIONA
INUAL NEETNG

Enjoyable Social Evening
Passed on the Qccasion
of Yearly Re-union

annual congregational ly\eet—
{he members of [mmanuel
Baptist church was held last eve:—
ing and proved to be a great success.
Over two hundred people sat down
to a sumptuous supper served by the
ladies of the church. After ampie
justice had been done to the daint_:'
musical program was of-
\in body of the church
to which outside artists contribu.tcd_.
The Rev. David Alexander presided
in his usual efficient manner qnd i
a brief address, extended a heariy
welcome to all those present and
congratulated his people . on the
success achieved by them in the
past, and more particularly durinyg
the last twelve months. He mad»
special reference to the work beinz
carried on apong the younger peo-
ple of the church and hoped that
this phase of the work would prove
as satisfactory in the future as it
had in the past. The Alexandla
ladies’ quartette, composed of Misses
Agnesg Heath, J. Waldron, C. Mar-
latt, and D. Houison, centributed =
delightful southern lullaby melody
and in response to an encore gave A
pleasing rendition of a sacred selec-
tion, “In the Secret of His Pre:-
ence.” Mrs. George Cromar acting
as accompanist. Mr. A. K. Martiu,
sang ‘“The Heart of the Minstre!.”
and being heartily encored, gave 2a
recitation. The Rev. Llewellyn
Brown of the First Baptish Church
was present and delivered an excel-
lent address on ‘“‘Ideals,” which was
especially adapted to the occasion,
and was greatly appreciated b#® his
hearers. An exceptionally goond
programme was concluded by a voe-
al duet given by Miss Bertha Sayles
and Mr. Cecil Fisher.

The
ing of

repast, a
fered in the md

TO-MORROW NIGHT

Schubert Chofr to-morrow
Rush seats, gallery, 25ec.

night,




