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three places of $835,000. This will mean
the employment of “hundreds of men and
the inauguration of a period of activity
in that district which will make 1ts-it
felt not in the provinoce only, but als> in
Hastern Canada.

‘'he argument insidiously adviaced aud
industriously circulated that Mr. J. J.
Hill of the Great Northern railway pos-
sesses a controlling interest in the Coal
company has been proven to be without
4 shadow of truth. Seven-tenths of the
stock of the company is owngd by resi-
dent Canadians who absolutily ccutrol

Eamanvss KaTz, 230 Temple Court, New York| .1} jq operations, and whose interests sre

THE SUBSCRIPTION PRICE of the WEEKLY
ts in the United| . . ..4 of this Dominion exclusively.

ROSSLAND MinER for all points
States and Canada is Two Dollars a year or One

or all
variably. d

of the Dux.v MINER is. 31 per mouth
six months or §1o for one year.
295 in advance.

for six months;

fureign $12.50

bound up in the development of this Do-
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WORTHY PROJECTS.

The project, which has been definitely
formed, of building a railway from Grand

THE RAILWAY A NECESSITY.

Forks to ¥tanklin camp, is one in whieh
the promoters should receive every en-
couragement, not only from their fellow

The. duty of the provincial government| citizens and those intetested in the district
in regard to the application for a char-| ¢, be traversed, but also from the govern-

ter to comstruct the proposed line of rail-

ment. 'Lhe line would open up a section

way to the United States boundary from| of country which gives the most flattering

the Crow’s Nest Pass coal fields ig plain,

, | promise of exceeding richness in minerals

and should be regarded by them as un-|and which likewise contains large areas of

avoidable.

the coal deposits in the Crow’s Nest dis-| pme and cedar.
Their| which such a road would develop would

trict is a fact beyond dispute.

rapid development is simply dependent

Jhe exhaustless character of agricultural land and immense forests of

The wealth of timber

almost in itself justify its construction.

on the extensiveness of the demand for| The proposed line runs along the north

the product. The greater the demand is

,| fork of the Kettle river to the junction

the greater will be the output. The argyy of the east and main forks, and thence

ment that if a large and increasing mar-

-| along the east fork to its headwaters. The

ket in the United States is secured the| entire distance traversed would be about

supply mneeded in British Columbia will [ 70 miles.
fall short is absurd. At the present time,

indeed, misleading repdrts are being eir:

culated, for interested reasons, that the
snielters in this province are suffering

1t is proposed, should the appli-
cation, which has been made to the prov-
-| incial government for incorporation, be
granted, to begin operations this summer.
Another applicat.on, before the provin-

from a dearth of coke, and that the Coal | incial government, which might reasonably

company is unable to-supply the demand.
Such statements, however,

pe considered in connection with that of

are without| the projectors of this railway is ome by

foundation, and the members of the Asgo-| the citizens of Grand ¥orks for a grant
ciated Boards of Trade, luriay the late|of $3,000 to clear the Kettle river in or-

convention at Greenwood, were given an

unanswerable argument of their ground-
The delegates had been led to]is full of obstructions which are the ac-

lessness.

der to allow of the driving of logs down
the stream. At the-present time the river

believe that the Greenwood smelter was cumulation of years and to free the stream
in straits for coke, owing to the inability | of these and so aid the purpose of com-
ofv;ﬁ‘ Coal company to fill the orders|merce seems to us to come well within

which had been placed, and that an appea

1| the duty of the government. Both projects

bad from sheer necessity been made to|should receive the recognition of the ad-

the smeiter at ‘L'rail, and the request
had been complied with. The actual facts
are that on the day, February 27th, the
request was supposed to have been made,
the Greenwood smelter had a surplus of
600 tons of coke on' hand. As only 35
tons daily are consumed, thére was a
sufficient supply for at least 15 days. The
'rail smelter at the same date had a
Targe supply on hand, and, having a con-
signment of 20 cars, which they were
unable to stere, on the way, they asked
that these cats be dxverted to Green-
wood,.wluch was done, giving the smelter

| derstand; wbcn it is considered that there
are a large number of citizens and tax-
payers who are amply fit to fill the posi-
tion. “If, ag the commissioners seem to
think, there.is no resident of this city fit |
to take the place, why did not the rate-
.payers think of it and select in some
eastern city the two commissioners and
the mayor? It requires as much ability to
fil these positiong as it awus that of the
chief of police, and yet it is evident that
the people of the city had more confi-
dence in the ability of the three men hold-
ing these positions than the latter have in
tneir fellow townsmen, and still they are
making their living here out of those
whoin they seem to have 80 poor an opin-
fon of. Then, too, there should be con-
sideration shown to the officers who have
served so long and so faithfully on the
police force.
tion here from a police standpoint, and
know who the criminals are and are better
fitted than any stranger possibly could be
to keep down crime and to protect the
Jives and property of citizens. Besides,
how long can really good men be kept on
the local police force it it is the custom
whenever there ig a vacancy st the head
of the department to send elsewhere for
2 man to fill the position? It is the desire,
we believe, of a majority of the rate
payers that the man who is now acting as
chief should be appointed permanently.
He is admurably equipped with the quali-
ties which are needed in a successful head
for the police department and would fili
the place to the satistaction of the rate-
payers and with credit and honor to him-
self. There is no necessity whatever for
going to other places for a capable man
for this place wher there is so much good
maerial at home, as it ‘m palpably an un-
fair discrimination against local citizens
and taxpayers.
Y .

A RESTRICTED MARKET.

The coal measures of the Crow’s Nest
region are as’ extensive as any in the
world and it will take ages to exhaust
them. There are immense beds of coal
in Yale, Okanogan, and Similkameen,
while along the coast and on Vancouver
island there are many large deposits. Brit-

measures on the island and along the

They understand the situa-’

1sh Columbia is wealthy in coal. The}

ministration at Victoria.
e e

A LARGE OFFER.

at Greenwood thereby a ‘surplus -of about| claims and the work of proving these will

a ghousand tons. These facts were estab-
lished = lby : the delegates and have not

been denied.

if, then, the Crow’s Nest Pass com-
pany can meet all the growing demands
* of this province for all time to come, can
besides supply a large market in the
United States and still. make little real
inroad upon the immense medsures which
exist, and whidi/ will continue to exist

‘be prosecuted with vigor as soon-as "the
spring opens. In connection w;th this
favorable attitude of -capital it is ‘but right
to say that mo little credit for it is due
to the Miner-Graves company which, at a
time when the eastern investor became
alarmed and showed a disposition to aban-
don ‘the province, _resolutely prosecuted
the work of development on their proper-
ties and erected their smelter for the re-

for thousands of years, what valid excuse duction of their ore. It is such men whom

could possibly be advanced for refusing
the operating company these facilities

which are necesnary to the developmen
of this great property?

market and the greafer the development,
the more populous and toriving the dis-
trict will become, and the more beneficial

such a country as this needs, and whom
such a country deserves. It will be grati-
4| fying, therefore, to British' Columbians

The larger the| generally to learn that ‘this syndicate has

refused the offer of New York cspvtnlhts
to buy out their smelter and mining prop-
erties at the immense sum of $15, 000,0))

will be the influence on the whole Domin- which! by the way, Tepresents thy ‘amount’

ion. The more speedily $be mines are

©  opened up-the more immediate will be

the period of prosperit - induced.
Already the towns in the Crow’s Nest
pass are :litéte hives of industry.drawing
vigorous life from the mines; but without
increased progress in the mineral devel-
opment this natural growth will be re-
tarded and the baneful.effect will be felt
not in that dictaise v " ~oughout
the province. . Un the_.gther hand,; shoald
development increase, as it will increase,
if the Coal company’s plans are not .in-
tarfered -with, the .communities which are
now small will become large, and will add
a great commercial, to the natural indus-

trial, life of the country. Uther tows,
too, not yet thought of; will spring into
existence and increase t‘he population and

wealth of the province.

Today 312 coke ovens are in- operation| g .th Africa.

mainland coast have been opened up and
large quantities of the coal is being mined
and marketed. - The value of the coal and
-| coke output for the year 1800 was $5,066,-

Everything points to immense activity | 899, and in 1899 it was $4,053,651. The in-
‘n mining development in the Boundary | crease of 1900 over 1899 was 31,013 236, or
country during the coming summer. The | 95 per cent.
residents of that district possess the most
unboanded confidence in the latent wealth advantage of water transportation and are
of their territory and this confidence i8 | therefore not entirely dependent on rail
suatained and stimulated by the eagerness | ways for hauling their produet to market.
of outside capnggl to .secure properties.
Much New York and Philadelpma money | sunplied witn coal and coke the product
has lately been invested in p;,‘:om of the Crow’s Nest region cannot be con-

At the coast the coal miners bave the

As the coast and Vancouver island are “wéll

sidered a factor in competing with what is
produced there. When the coal measures
of ! Yale,-Okanogan and Similkameen are
opened and made to produce, they, too,
will shut the Crow’s Nest coal and coke
out of a field in which they now have a
practical monopoly. The smelters at Grand
rorks and Greenwood and Boundary creek
and -those which may be built in the
immediate fufiire in that section will pre-
fer to purchase their coke from nearby
collieries  whence it can be' hauled
over a short distance and on a compara-
tively level roadbed to buying from Crow’s
Nest producers and hauling it over a long
distance and over high grades of moun-
tains, for the reason that it would be
cheaper to do so,, The Crow’s Nest coal
is shut out of the market to th® east by
the collieries at Lethbridge, Anthracite

of theu- capitalization of the pmpoM
amalgamated companjes.. The offer is a
great tribute-to the worth of the country
but -its rejeetion:by-the syndicate is a
stil] greater one, as it teatlﬁes in the full-
est measure to the faith of the men who
have made a 1.horough test of the prop-

——
A TRIBUTE TOQ ONTARIO.

operation in various statés of the Union,
and has been lauded by men of discern-
ment both in America and Kurope. The
latest flattering testimony to, its excel
lence comes from no less a distance tham
The despatdhes tell us that

in Kernie, and these give more than a|the QOrange River Colony is drawing up
sufficient supply of coke for the British|, gcheme based on the Ontario' system.

Columbia smelters now in existence, hu

it the charter tor the railway to the

tl To properly put it into operation a num-
ber of the leading teachers and inspectors

boundary is granted, immense additions| from Ontario should be engaged to go out
to the plant at this point will be made,| there and place the schemd on a working

- and a great sum of money will be ex-| pasis.

I'hey might take shipping on the

pended in opening up the deposits at|game transport on which the Canadian

Michel and Morrissy creék.
company has announced its intention o

The Coal| yolunteers for the South African police

f| sail and following in the wake of the

}mmediately erecting at lernie 120 more| forces the educationalists might accomph!h
ovens and 50 additional houses, at a cost| 3 work almost equal to that of the war-
of $117,500. At Michel 400 ovens will| riors. (anada’s share in the thorough
De erected av a Cost of HWW,WW; M redyction of the burghers would then be

houses at a cost of $55,000; on plan

and mine improvement $60,000 will ‘be
expended, and $5,000 on offices and store

houses; making a total of $420,000. A

plorTissy creek thie follogwing ampunts

will be the outlay: 200 “eoke ovens a

V| something to talk about. -

EXTRAORDINARY PROCEUDRE. '

t

The Rossland police commissioners have
t| advertised for a ehief for the police de-

$150,000; 150 lhouses-at $82,500; mine im-| partment, and a telegiam published a few

provement -and plant,. $60,000, and- offices
and store $5,000, or a total of $297,500. In
all, the granting of the charter will be
. the signal for the expenditure in these

days ‘since stated that the position had
been offered to a Montrea] man. Just
why this extraordinary action was taken
by the commissioners is difficult to un-

it is as plain as a pikestaff that the home
market for the product of the Crow’s
Nest collieries is to be limited to-a small
portion of British Columbia, except where
tbe superior quality of the coke which is
produced by them forces it into a larger
area here and there, but this will be the
case only to a limited aegree.

"The logical déduction from such a situa-

 The esteem in which the school syweem | i0n is that if the great measures of Hast
of Ontario is held by educationalists has| Kootenay are to become t.he source of
been abundantly “demonstrated on. this | wealth to this province that they promise,
It has been made the model|and
for many of the sy;stems at present in|tered and wisely encouraged, a market

which they will, if properly fos-
. must be found sbroad. This market is
just south of them in t-e states that abut
British Columbia, which have but
little coal with the exception of Western
Washington, which has abundance of soft
coal, but which is not nearly of as good a
quality as taet found in Eastern and West-
ern British Columbia. In order to reach
this market raiiroads must be buint irom
‘the Crow’s Nest mines {0 the in-
ternational boundary ine, where they
can connect with the American railways
80. that the coal may be distributed to
the American consumers. The most im-

becile thing tnat the Dominion parliament
could do would we to refuse to grant the

charter for such a road, and we do not
pelieve that this august body will be guilty
of such folly. As to the talk abont coal
being drained away so that the home
consumer. will: suffer from a shortage, it is
no wonder, as the Fernie Free Press says,
that every man and boy in Fernie is
taughing at the idea. In a nutshell, Brit-
ish Columbia has more coal than she can
ever hope to consume and in order that
a profit may be made from it it must be
sold outside of the province. and to do
thig transportation facilities must be pro-
vided and for this purpose charters for

railways miust ‘be granted.

and elsewhere. Under such circumstances,

THURSDAY..............March 14, 101

1S IN NO mmm :

Itisfreqnentlyumudmtllthe
charter is granted for a railway from
the Crow’s Nest coal deposits to the in-
ternational boundary line, and the road
is , built, the lpm of British . Col-
umbian ores will nearly all be done in the
Unitea States. ‘This is contrary to_ex-
perience and is not borne out by the
facts as they exist, The time was,
before 1896, when all the ores of this
province were smelted  in the Umt.ed
States. Now we have six smelters n this
province for the reduction of our ores.
[t was not so long dgo that all the gold-
copper ore mined here was exported for
treatmeat by American smelters, and now
none of it is sent out of the province for
reduction, except that which is shipped
to Nortihport to a plant which is owned
and operated by British shareholders. It
ig' only a short time since all of the
silver-lead ore taken from the mines here
was sent to the United ‘States and else-
where for reduction, but now considerable
of it is being reduced in two of the
smeMters in the province.

In time, when the country is provided
with factories in which the raw lead can
be turned into manufsctured = products,
such as white lead, litharge, shot, lead
pipe, etc., except under extraordinary
circumstances, none of the silver-lead ore
produced here will be sent away for treat-
xent. A market must be found for our
lead, because we produce more than we
consume, and in order that this may Le
done it is essential that it be manufac-
tured into the several marketable com-
modities- whose basis is that metal.

The mining industry is ‘yet in its in-
fancy here, and it cannot be expected
that all these conveniences can be pro-
vided at once. We are too impatient.
They will come in due course of time. We
believe that the agitation whidh is now
in progress for a bounty for the silver-
lead men, in view of the action of the
American lead smelting trust, in raising
the price of reducing ore of this kind,
would be a step im the right direction.
Copper refineries are needed and plants
of this character sShould receive some
governmental aid until they are able to
stand alone.

The founding of these important
branches of the mining industry are not
a long way off, and some of them will
be provided in the immediate future. They
will be the direct results of the growth
of the importance of mining, but they
cannot be providgd through the mere

owever, we will be entirely independent
and beyond the reach of the long and
greedy arms of the American smelter
trust. -3

In the mednwhile thére are a number
of projects on the carpet for building
smelters in this province, and-Mr. Rob-
ert Jaffray, vie&pmidg:)t of the Crow’s
Nest Coal company, spys he knows of
three large smelter | itions, qnd says
that the plants will be “erected and main-
tained in British Columbia. As an offi-
cial of the Crow’s Nest Coal eompany
he naturally is in touch with pro-
jects of this kind, and his statement in
regard to them may be taken as author-
itative.

In theé matter of building up a smelting
industry, British Coluimnbia has niade 1e-
markable progress, and the increase in
the number of plants and ‘n additions
to the capacities of.those alrcady estab-
lished promise to be still"more rpid dor-
ing the next year “‘or two than at
any time since the first smelter was erect-
ed, in 1896. The industry is siready
-established on a firm basis, and the talk
of our ores being diverted to the Unit-
ed States  is contrary "to . the facts,
as it is palpable that the proportion of
ores of all kinds reduced at home is in-
creasing each year, and in’ time this will
be the case with all that is produced’
here.

At Grand Forks and at Greenwood we
have the spectacle of American ores be-
ing treated in Canadian smelters. Ove
from Republic and other pointe south
of the line is hauled in wagons to’ both
#hese smelters for treatment. If the Do-
minion government will only allow the
charter for a wailway from Grand Forks
to the boundary line, which is to connect
there with a line to be fbuilt from Re-
public, nearly all of the ore produced
in the Republic camp will find its way
across the line to be treated by the smelt-
ers in the Boundary country. This will
be so because there are noigood smelter
sites in the immediate vicinity of Repub-
lic, and for the further reason that the
Repubhc ore makes a first-class flux for
the gold-copper ore of the Boundary mines.
This will be the case in East Kootenay
when means of transportation are afforded
from Northern Idaha and Northern Mon-
tana into that portion of the province.
This is considerable of a triumph for
the smelting industry of British Columbia
when, a few years after it is established
it not only treats most of the ores pro-
duced at home, but is alse commencing
to smelt ores for miners in the United
States. If this is not making progress
we would like to know what is?

- Ag for the charter for the soad from
thecoalmmeeofEutKocﬂemytothe
border line, it should be granted. It is
intended to carry away the coal and coke
oiwhmhwehavemorethmnunpol-
gibly consume at home, and that is what

Dominhnmﬂhmmtwmt'xtm
hmtthemm

wishing for them. When we have them.

HAS THE RIGHT TONE.
The papers of the coast are beginning
to realize the importance of the mining
section as. a factor in the economy of the
province, u;d the. !qllowint,, taken from
the Province, of Vancouver, anent the

sending: ‘of septésentatives to the: recent
meeting of the Associated Boards of
Trade of Southern British Columbia, has
the right ring:

“In sending a special representative to
attend the meeting of the Southern Koot-
enay Boards of Trade, the Citizens’ asso-

ciation of Vancouver is showing itself
thoroughly alive and enterprising in ad-
vancing the objects of its existence along
intelligent lines. The chief motive for
representation in the upper country at
present is of course the impressing upon
the people of the mining districts of the
sympathy of the coast metropolis, and
the securing of positive and first-hand
information ag to the feeling on oast-to-
Kootenay railway questions. The dele-
gate will lose no opportunity in making
Kootenaians understand that Vancouver
hopes to do business with the Kootenays
on terms that will mean a profit for both
parties interested.

OIL AND LAND VALUES.

There are said to be sections in East
Kootenay and in the Boundary country
that contain strong indications ot oil.
‘I'nese snould be exploited as nnds o
oil would be of immense benefit and add
a new and important industry to the
country. Oil diseoveries, says a Califor-
nia exchange, revolutionize land values.
Take for instarce the oil lands of Kem
county. It is not long since the land
was open to entry under the desert land
act at 25 cents pap-acre. Nobody would
touch it. Its barrenness was appalling.
"T'here were seasons when a thousand acres
of it would not have supported the life
of one jack rabbit. The discovery of min-
eral oil has altered its commercial status.
Land which went begging at 25 cents an
acre and no takers a year or two ago
is now changing ownership at the rate
of $7,812 per acre, a tract in the Kern
oil belt having been bought recently by
an English syndicate at that gprice. Be-
fore the land was found to be mineral it
was considered too “dear to buy at 25

cents per acre. Now the English syn-
dicate believes that it is' making a
trade at $7,812 per acre. Another tract

in the same field is reported ‘to have been
sold for $2,250 per acre, and the seller
has cleared $160,000 thrbugh the trans-
action and three-fourths of his origwnal
purchase still remains in his possession.

Should an important oil find be made
in British Columbia a like result as that
exisung 1n tne ul-nlcrma ol melds as
to the value of land would foilow. Then
we would have British and other syndi-
cates bidding large- prices for the land
on which to sink wells, to say nothing of
the value to the prévince ‘of the oil pro-
dugced. . The. sectxomz that appear in be
oil bearing in the provmce should certain-
ly: be prospected.

Y
SENATOR MORGAN’S SPEECH.

The speech made by Senator Morgan a
few days since in the United States sen-
ate on the Nicaraguan canal and the Hay-
Pauncefote “treaty voices only the senti-
ments of a very few extremists in the
United States. There was too muzh of the
Ajax defying the lightning order about it
to suit the sober, right thinking pai:icn
of the people, who are largely in - the
majority. Naturally he . is -being s verely
criticized " for “his ill-advised; choleric and
would-be heroic utterances. Ths Minne-
apolis Times of March 8th has the fol-
owing cntmsm of hlg utteranc2s on ihac
occasion:

“Senator Morgan’s recent speéch, in
which he .threatened Great Britain with
war and stated to gll the other great pow-
ers that if the United States felt so in-
clined we could wipe ‘any one of them off
the map, was lacking, not only in good
taste, but/in good sense. Wherein is Eng-
land acting in bad faith in regard to:the
Nicaragua Canal, and what answer can
Secretary Hay make to I.ansdowne 8 per-
tinent suggestion that it would be well
for the department of state to know what
it wanted and to speak with authority
before it ‘threw up tréaties? We do not
want war with England, or Germany, or
any other nation, civilized or uncivilized.
We have had enough war to last us for
a generation and are not without a very
serious imitation of a serious conflict on
our handg at present. When the time
comes for us to build the Nicaragua
Canal Great Britain will not interfere
either with our ownership or our protec-
tion of what we have built unless, indeed,
some ill-advised buncombeites, like Mor-
gan, stir the people into a feeling of hos-
tility long ago abated. We honor Morgan
for his honest endeavors in favor of the
cana] and, when he ig not choleric, like
the old gentleman very much ‘indeed.
Whenever he reverts to the deeds of the
traditional Sam Slick, however, and
makes this country a laughing stock, we
are not only sorry for him but vexed at
bis lack of judgment.” 2%

THE spnOoL BILL.

legig!ature, will,'if ‘pasied, throw the-larger

it is for, and nothing else, mdthuthepommofthebprdenofmm‘@

achools upon“the people of this city. There

Mdbonowucnhrobmdmonm

A hill, which ig: now. pending before the|.

part of the municipality taking over the
schools, provided they were in the eondi-
tion that they should pe. There is imme-
diste necessity for the erection of an

t-room school thouse to furnish ac-
eomﬁiodaﬁou lor the scholars, some of
whom are being taught in hired Quarters.
A* hightecaoel is needed at once. When
scholars graduate from the present schools
and have passed the examination neces-
sary for adeittance into a high school,
ag there ig mo such an-institution here
they go eisewhere for instruction and so
it is difficult to secure the nurber legally
necessary to compel the province to pro-
vide one.

With the present totally inadequate fa-
cilities, therefore, it is not fair for the
province to ask the city to take over the
schools until buildings gsufficient to ac-
commodate the present attendance have
been provided. If this is not done it will
cost the city $21,320 to maintain the
schools during the coming year. This
will be in addition to the $15 per capite
on 500 scholars, which the province gives
after the city has assumed control. It is
palpable that the province, under the cir-
cumstances, should be just with the mu-
nicipality and give a large enough grant to
provide for the erection of an eight-room
school house on the lots recently pur-
chased as a school site in the western
end of the city and also a good sum for
the establishment and maintenance o a
high school. These concessions will not
be favors, but rather acts of simple
justice. u

OUR LIBRARY N'FED% BOOKS.

Mr. Andrew Carnegie hi: promised to
give $50,000 for a free puolic iibrary to
the city of Vancouver, provided the city
donates a site for a building and $5.000
per year for its maintenance. Rossland
has a library room, but no books as yet
have been provided for it. It is almost
certain if Mr. Carnegie were communicat-
ed with that he would give a sum suffi-
cient to furnish its shelves with books.
This suggestion was made some time
since, and as the steel and iron million-
aire is giving to other cities there
is no reason why he should not mak: a
like donation for Rossland. This ecity
could be modest, and if Mr. Carnege
gives $25,000 out of his millions for this
purpose it would provide a library suffi-
cinet for the needs of this ity for ome
time to come, } o

WINTER IS ALMOST OVER.

Under the influence of the genial breath
of the warm winds and' the increased
heat of the sun the snow is rapidly dis-
appearing, and the end of the winter 18
plainly in sight. The last two months
of the cold ‘séason afe usually the dullest
for business there are in the year in this
secffon. 'I'he prospector cannot venture
out in the .hills to search for new lodes
“gnfil the snow has departed, and toward
the end of winter is not as well, provided
with. cash as he was, mayhap, .when the
snow first commences to come down in
the fail, and in the latter part of the
winter he has but little money to spend
for anything beyond necessaries. Many of
those who have money invested in mining
properties in thid 'section go to Kastern
Canada, the old coumtry, or to the United
States to spend at least a portion of
the winter. .Prospective purchasers or
their representatives cannot see claims
when thgy are biried beneath from, tour
to six feet of snow, and, therefore, do
not come here to any great extent in the
winter. ‘I'he snow prevents the doing of
assessment work during the same period.
Of course, in the mines that are opened
extraction of ore goes along with the
same energy in winter that it does m
summer, except in a few places where
transportation facilities are poor and the
snow deep. T'hese prevent the gettang m
of supplies, and operations therefore can-
not be carried on to advantage.

As soon, however, as the snow disap-

pears the prospector purch his outfit
and -gets out inbe. the hills. I'heinvestor

and his expert put in an appearance ani
mysterions’ visits aré¢ made to out-of-the-
way places for the purpgse of inspecting
promising: properties. with ‘a-view. to'their
purchase, and, as a result of this,” many
deals are made and considerable money
brought into thé country from the out-
gide. The owners of claims, which num-
ber many thousands in the Kootenay and
Yale, do their assessment work upon
their holdings by person or proxy, and
this way the merits of many properties
are determined. 'I'he capitalists, who have
been spending the larger portion of the
winter in comfortable populous centres,
return- with new plans and more capital
to put them into effect.

The result is that the -country, which
was comparatively quiet during the win-
ter, becomes a scene of activity. 'I'his
makes ‘business lively where it was
dull’ during the time the snow
was on the ground.

‘I'he coming spring promises to see 2
large number of prospectors in tbe hills,
more capatilists looking for good things
in mining properties ‘than ever betore,
and a result of this will be 1increased
business for the -business men of Ross-
land and the other towns of NKootenay
cnd Yale, and good times-generally.

S—
The ‘Rev. 'J. G. A. Colq,uhonn leaves
‘today “for Sari Francisco; wherei he -m:l
visit some 'ore returning eas
‘m%ubﬂil‘%’i wr;li ‘him thz good
wishes of all that have met him in this
city or at the Velvet mine.
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