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INTERESTED IN POULTRY
Dear Dame Durden, Mat 1 come, a 

i-.iin to you) corner ?- \\ c are having 
a very late, backward, cold and wei 
spring and I am a (raid Alberta will 
lose her reputation as “ sunny ” 
Aloerta, if the weather man doesn’t 
desist.

In regard to woman suffrage, I for 
one don’t believe in it, as I think a 
married woman lias her hands full 
without politics. I believe • n wom­
an's rights to a certain extent but 
not in political affairs. I think if tl.e 
men folks can’t run that the women 
can’t. The man has a better chance 
to see into such things than a wom­
an. I think it is nice for them to 
keep posted on such things to a cer­
tain extent, but not vote.

Willing to Learn wrote such a nice 
piece regarding guinea fowls. I am 
sure it was interesting. Could you 
tell me where I could get a pair and 
what the price would be ? They are 
very scarce whore I live, at least I 
haven’t seen any for twenty years. 
Did any of the members ever try 
sprinkling hens with sulphur to kill 
vermin ? Take a baking powder can 
and make small holes in the t >p like 
a salt cellar. Ten cents worth of 
sulphur -will last a long time. Shake- 
over the nests and sitting hens, also 
the eggs, and wh n the chicks hatch 
there is no sign of mites. I have us 
ed lots of insect powder but the sul­
phur I find is better and cheaper. I 
also think turkeys are s "> nice on a 
farm, to raise for pleasure and for 
profit. It’s good healthy work to 
look after them, as they make it in­
teresting for a person especially when 
it rains six days in the week. I do 
not have very good luck hatching 
chicks and rearing them with incu­
bator and brooder.

I wiy close with a pudding recipe : 
Break 1 egg in -, quart of hot milk, 
add A < up currants, cook ten minutes. 
Eat with sweet cream.

Alta. Cyntky Kee.
THE WILD FLOWERS OF JULY
(By H. M. S., of Pilot Mound.)

In the short space of these articles 
you must not expect me to tell you 
about every wild flower that grows.
1 am choosing the commonest types 
because it is the flower that you are 
always seeing about which you want 
information. Doubtless you are 
aware that one flower prefers the 
prairie, another the bush districts, 
and while one kind grows on heavy 
soil, another prefers a sandy bed. It 
is so hereabouts. The Pilot Mound 
district is fortunate in having all 
kinds, owing, in part, to the bend of 
the wide valley of the Pembina 
Hiver. If you could come with me 
this .July across this valley to the 
Marringhurst prairie, you would find 
a light sandy soil bordering the 
valley and the north shore of Rock 
Hake. Here the red lamp of the 
prairie lily used to burn with greater 
radiance twenty years ago than it 
does now, owing to the increase of 
cultivation; but still it is amongst 
the common plants. Rarely rising 
more Ilian eighteen inches above the
soil, this lovely flower is single
stemmed and bears three and even 
four line blooms. Its bulb is found 
about four inches below the surface, 
about as deep as the bulb of the 
awkwardly - named Zy
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and time. On the banks of Rock 
Lake you find some line samples of 
wild flowers, notably Solomon’s 
Seal, the lead plant, and the repre­
sentative of the Painted Cup family, 
which, however, is not painted. Lew- 
comers often think that the wild 
spikenard is a Solomon’s Seal, but 
tne latter is a giaut and the former 
is a dwarf, though they both belong 

■ i : . valli > family I hi
Solomon's Seal grows easily to four 
feet in height round Rock Lake, 
arching most gracefully over the 
lower plants in the underwood. The 
flowers are greenish bells quite small 
hanging in pairs along the mam 
stem close to the origin of the 
leaves, and seeding later change to 
a blue-black fruit. With regard to 
its name, let me quote Mrs. Double- 
day, “ From a many-jointed root- 
stock a single graceful curved stem 
arises each spring, withers after 
fruiting, and leaves a round scar, 
whose outlines suggested to the fanci­
ful man who named the genus the 
seal of Israel’s wise king. Thus one 
may know the age of a root by its 
seals, as one tells that of a tree by 
the rings in its trunk.” Like the 
prairie lily, the Solomon’s Seal may­
be easily naturalized in the garden if 
you give them shaidy spots and leaf 
mould. The lead plant is also called 
false Indigo, but 1 dislike calling a 
plant “ false ” ; it is misleading. 
This plant is one of the pea family, 
but grows as a single-stemmed little 
bush quite like the box used for 
liedges and edges, and throws a pur­
ple (lower suggestive of heather at a 
little distance, with an aromatic but 
not strong odour. As for the paint­
ed-cup plant, if you drive along the 
trail leading to Rock Lake from the 
vast, you will be struck by the odd 
appearance of a bristly yellow-green 
herb growing amongst the grasses 
and aoout six or eight inches in 
height; its tubular flowers suggest 
the mint fanii.y by their shape and 
grow out of the top of a single stem, 
but it belongs to a different order 
from the mint family. Now, if you 
wander down to the edge of the lake, 
you will see on dry banks and shady 
spots a low, red-stemmed shrub with 
smooth, oval leaves and pretty pink 
bell-shaped flowers, not merely a 
plant or two, but plenty o£ it; this 
is the dog-bane. A curious fact is 
worth recording about the method by 
which insects fertilize this flower. 
Butterflies are the proper insects for 
this purpose. Let me quote Mrs. 
Doubleday again, “ Alighting, the 
butterfly visitor unrolls his long 
tongqe and inserts it where the five 
pink veins tell him to, for five nec­
tar-bearing glands stand in a ring 
around the base of the pistil. Now, 
as he withdraws his slender tongue 
through one of the V-shaped cavities 
that makc>a circle of traps, he may 
count himself lucky if he escapes 
with no heavier toll imposed than 
Pollen cemented to it. This pollen 
dust he is required to rub off against 
the stigma of the next (lower enter­
ed But suppose a fly calls upon 
this innocent-looking blossom ? His 
short tongue, too, is guided into one 
of tlie \-shaped cavities after he has 
sipped; but getting wedged between 
the trap’s horny teeth, the poor little
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