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The Bachelor and His Problem

CONCERNING MENDING AND WASHING

After a few weeks homestead life the bachelor is
surprised to find some small triangular tears in his
clothes, if he investigates their cause he will discover
that his barb wire fence is responsible for the ragged
state of his garments. No matter how careful he
may be, in some mysterious manner these holes
continue to appear. They am one of the banes of
a bachelor’s existence. Even a pair of overalls do
not overcome the difhculty, although they are to be
strongly recommended for the protection they afford
to the garments that are worn beneath them.

Some mem are content to allow the damage to
remain without attention, but those who believe in
the maxim ‘“‘a stitch in time saves nine'’ endeavor
to counteract the evil as much as possible by taking
1t in its early stages and making as presentable a
mend as possible. The clumsy, puckered results so
often obtained would be laughable indeed did we
not feel pity and sympathy for the unfortunate who
1s compelled to darn his own pants

A plan that is to be commended is to offer to some
old lady living on a neighboring quarter a certain
amount of money, within certain dates, to attend to
all the clothes that need attention. If this plan
can be followed, then the bachelor has banished one
of his problems in an efticacious and satisfactory
manner, provided he has no trouble with the old lady.
An even superior method would be to become on
friendly terms with some engaging person of the op-
posite sex and then gently hint at the desirability
of some kind friend overhauling a wardrobe so dilapid-
ated as to be like every other bachelor’s in the West.

Some must do their own mending and these we
would warn against a very common mistake with
men. It is best described by relating the experience
of a “Greenhorn” whom we shall call Tom Jones
Tom had a high opinion of his own abilities, so when
he came ‘“‘out West"" he determined to show the
“‘natives” how a man can be independent of womanly
aid. Yet he appreciated the fairer sex for every
Sunday morning his buggyv might be seen calling
regularly at the home of a certain young lady

On one occasion, whilst carrying the milk to the
house (it happened to be Sundav) he fell and burst
the knee of a certain garment. Following the common
custom of bachelors he had laid in bed a little longer
than usual, which left him little time to prepare for
his weekly outing. In mad haste he rushed for the
house, removed the offending garment and started in
on repairs.  After an hour’s steady laborious sewing
he had managed to draw the gaping ends together
With feverish speed he started to climb into his
clothes once more, only to find a sudden obstruction
half-way down the leg. Investigation proved that
he had sewn both ends of his clothes together. The
sequel of this touching tale must be supphed by the
1magination of the reader, as the writer did not
linger any longer round Tom's shack when he dis
covered his mistake.

Button sewing has, to a certain extent. been done
away with on the introduction of the bacl
button,” yet even this would not suffer
ditional 1 made However, it 1
superior to a nail, or piece of stick in hol
together A fortune await the man who can
mvent some sort of button t I
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ADVOCATE AND HOME JOURNAL,
A washboard is a paving investment, even if one has
not many soiled clothes each week. The profamty
and bad temper that 1t prevents makes 1t an imest
mable boon to the bachelor

Floor scrubbing is considered by many to be such
a nuisance that it is often evaded to such an extent
as to make existence a perfect misery. The accumu-
lation of dust in a shack is certainly startling and
causes great wonderment on the part of the owner
as to its origin. To merely sweep the floor each
morning is not suflicient to banish dust, an occasional
scrubbing of the floors will repay the industrious
person whose desire it is to have a healthy and
cleanly home. If linoleum is laid upon the floors the
labor of house-cleaning will be considerably lessened,
the chief objective to this 1s the added expense that
1t entails

Every man can be his own cobbler and so save
an outlay in that direction. An outfit called “"Awl
U-Want” and also a last will fit a man up so that he
can half-sole and mend his own shoes and perhaps
make a little extra cash in the evenings doing the
same for his neighbor who 1s not so capable, or who
has not the inclination of doing such work

Alta Louls ( BeLRrOSI

Batching Experience

Eprtor FARMER'S ADVOCATE

Looking back on a period of ten vears spent batch
ing I can truthfullv say that some of the most pleasant
vears of my life were in that period. I alwavs batched
for a purpose and not from inchination , but always
being more or less of an observant nature, I noticed
that if a man married, and was not blessed with some
of this world’s goods, married hife. especially
fortune and sickness came along, was a very seriou
grind both for the man and woman However
when I did change, I was fortunate enough
prize and of course it would now, after a number of
vears of married life, be impossible to return with any
comfort to batching

[ found that batching was lhike everv t
you started in the right way it 1 along quite
smoothly, at least it did with me, and also with some
of my chums. Then again, of all the miserable
failures, 1t has been my lot to see some of the worst
no order, no system, dust and dirt evervwhere and
am sorry to say the latter class was the most numer
ous, and as soon as they got their patent the greate:
portion of them either sold out or quit disgusted.

My shack was 10 feet by 12 feet, 8 feet in front
and 6 feet behind. I found that for all purposes it
was sufhicient 1n size and comfort for what it was 11
tended, a make-shift. After using it for a few vear
I put up a larger and more commodious house but |
found not so much comfort in that as in mv small
shanty Now reader
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Wealth and Waste

[ notice Mr. Trafford again contribut ) the
above mentioned subject, ending his remarks with
doggerel rhyme, seemingly to me, the output of some

of the ingenuous tribe of Chamberlain tariil re'ormers
whose policy would, 1f allowed by the clectorate of
Great Britain, land them in worse trouble 1an the
masses of the people suffered during the first half of
the nineteenth century under protection. When

free trade was in the air at the latter part of that
period, there was a noted rhymer, a Shetheld mian, and
he rhymed to some purpose and with truth it the
so-called tanff reformers of the present penod do
not thyme with truth, re tanti reform I may just
mention that the late W. E. Gladstone was a tanff
reformer, a real one, he abolished duties and reduced
them wholesale, and 1t seemed as 1if the more he had
taken off or abolished, the greater his

Why ? because there were fewer barner: trade
and commerce, the more he gave the more he received
But it i1s the reverse with the Chamberlain party.
[ruth is before anything else, protection duties upon

necessaries of life, save and except tor revenue

1irpluses
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urposes, 1s dishonest, and getting to the b om of

1e matter, 1s, that duties upon articles of necessity
ire intended to discourage their importation 1n order
that the home producer gets a fictitious value and the
monopoly of the home market That is the object
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classes of the United OState Lrermany

France, and some other countrie

But someone mav say ‘‘The workers he United
States earn higher wages ! Yes: but it counry
15 a self-contaiming one, a world 1n itself, and there s
free trade between its numerous Statle ome as large

other kingdom:s ! so 1t 1s not compal 1ble with
Great Britain in that respect But look at pre tection
in Germanv and France! How do the workers there

mpare with the masses of Great Bnitain a regards
wages Their earmings are cCons iderably less and
the purchasing power of their earnings 1 11  uso,
as Lord Avebury one of the cleverest and most
experienced man in England recent] i (1 1
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