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* Bending in awe near the

THE SANCTUARY LANP,

tnel—true to thy loving task,
:ut burn ? m> heart would ask;
% o oy doth thy Thgh :
ith such love, invite

v
My love in t'hyw peacefal glow to bask ?

oth thy tranqui! and softened ray
wﬁ] lhln’o lhro?uh the livelong day ?
True Lo thy post,
Near the sacred Host,
‘Why art thou gleaming, sweet star, ob, say.

Methinks I hear thee, in whispers low,
Bay t—as I come and go:
paty. h.l.!r-u i llfl shrine l
Of the Lord Diyine!
For him do 1 daily and nightly glow.

‘While my ray round the altar its pale light

Bpirt with snowy wings,
ud "'""X'u hovlorlu th::m
In adoring m' A Kings.

r, a8 thou shinest a'l day,
gﬂﬂwf from me, & 1ond homage Pay,
Bince I, 100, would fain
Near my God remuin,
Did duty not summon me away.

1 him the worries and pains I meet
hall His sake and His love, seem aweet
Pl i ax ! brightly bun'l. ;

Till I return,
To rest agaln at my Master’s feet.
fal lt:;‘ !Il 'I‘l:l the gll.ht.-lllhldu fall
, 11ke & sable
b Then doth lhy';lu'm

More radiant ssem
‘And the love of that burning heart recall.

With redovbled light, shed thy tender glow,
Round the Hidden Lord, in His home below,
Through the night hours dim,
Keep thy wateh near Him,
‘When all beside from His shrine must go.
—~MOIMEME,

BEN HUR;

OR,
THE DAYS OF THE MESSIAH

BOOK FIFTH.,

CHAPTER VIL—CoNTINUED,

“A man with #ix hundred talents is
indeed rich, and may do what he pleases ;
but, rarer than the money, more priceless
than the property, is the mind which
amassed the wealth, and the heart it could
pot corrupt when amassed. O Simonides
—and thou, fair Esther—fear not. Sheik
Ilderim here shall be witness that in the
same moment ye were declared my eer-
vants, that moment I declared ye free;
and what I declare that I will put in writ.
ing. Isit not encugh? Can I do more 1"

“Son of Hur,” suid Simonides, “verily
thon dost make servitude lightsome. 1
was wrong; there are some things thou
canst not do; thou canst not make us free
inlaw. I am thy seérvant for ever, be-
cause I went to the door with thy father
one day, and in my ear the awl marks yet
abide,”

“Did my father that 1"

“Judge him not,” cried Simonides

uickly, “He accepted me a servant of
that class because I Knyed him to do so.
I never repented the step. It was the
price I paid for Rachel, the mother of my
child here ; for Rachel, who would not be
my wife unlees I became what she was,"
. “Waa she a servant for ever i”

“Even s0,”
Ben-Hur walked the floor in pain of
im‘!)otont wieh,
1 was rich before,” he said, etopping

suddenly. “lI was rich with the gifts of
the generous Arrius; now comes this
greater fortune, and the mind which
achieved it. Is there not a purpose of God
in it all? Counsel me, O Simonides! Help
me to sce the right and do it, Help me
to be worthy my name, and what thou art
in law to me, that will I be to *hee in fact
and deed. I will be thy servant for ever.”

Simonides’ face actually glowed.

“O son of my dead master! I will do
better than help; I will serve thee with all
my might of mind and heart. Body, I
have not ; it perished in thy cause; but
with mind and heart I will serve thee, 1|
swear it, by the altar of our God, and the
gil'u upon the altar! Only make me

ormally what I have assumed to be.”

“Name it,” eaid Ben-Hur eagerly.

“Assteward the care of the property will
be mine,”

“Count thyself steward now; or wilt
thou have it in writing 7

“Thy word simly is enough ; it was so
with the father, and I will not more from
the eon. And now, if the understanding
be perfect’’—Simonides paused,

“It is with me,” said Ben-Hur,

“And thou, daughter of Rackel, speak!”
said Simonides, lifting her arm from his
shoulder,

Esther, left thus alone, stood a moment
abashed, her color coming and going; then
she went to BenHur, and eaid with a
womanliness singularly sweet, “I am not
better than my mother was; and, as she 18
gone, I pray you, O my master, let me
care for my iather.”

Ben Hur took her hand, and led her
back to tha chair, saying, “Thou art a good
child, Have thy will.”

Simonides replaced her arm upon his
neck, and there was silence for a time in
the room.

CHAPTER VIIL

THE PROMISED KINGDOM,

Simonides looked up, none the less &
master,

“Esther,” he said quietly, “the night is
going fast; and, lest we become tco weary
for that which is before us, let the refresh-
ments be brought,”

She rang a bell. A servant answered
with wine and bread, which she bore
round.

“The understanding, good my master,"”
continued Simonides, when all were
served, “is not perfect in my sight, Hence-
forth our lives will run on together like
rivers which have met and joined their
waters. [ think their flowing will be
better if every clond is blown from the
sky above them, You left my door the
other day with what seemed a denial of
the claims which I have just allowed in
the broadest terms; but 1t was not &0,
indeed it was not, Esther is witness that
I recogniz:d you; and that I did not aban.
don you, let Malluch say,”

“Malluch ! exc'aimed Ben -Hur,

“Oue bound to a chair, like me, must
have meny hands far.reaching, if he would
move the world from which heis go cruelly
barred, I have many such,and Mallugh is
one of the beet of them. And, sometimes"”
—he caet a grateful glance at the shefk—
‘‘sometimes I borrow from others good of
heart, like liderim the Generous-—good
and brave. Let himeay if I either denied
or forgot you,”

Ben-Hur looked at the Arab.

"hﬁh?o.go?dllderlm,thhbh who
told you of me."

erim’s eyes twinkled as he nodded his
answer,

“How, O my master,” eaid Simonider,
“‘may we without trial tell what & man isf
I knew you; 1 saw your father in you;
but the kind of man you were 1did not
know. There are people to whom fortune
is & curse in disguise, Were you of them?
I sent Malluch to find out for me, and in
the service he was my eyes and ears. Do
ngt blnm; ik‘im. lil.l bm:]us’ht me report
of you which was 00d.

"’I do mot,” nlngon-Hur heartily.
“There was wisdom in your gocdness,” :

“The words are very pleasant to me,’
sald the merchant with feeling, “‘very

leseant. My fear of mhundmundh:g is
aid, Let the rivers run on now as God
may give them direction,”

Ifm an interval he continued :

“] am compelled now by truth, The
weaver sits weaving, and as the shattle
flies, the cloth increases, and the figures
grow, and he dreams dreams mesnwhile ;
%0 to my hands the fortune grew, and i
wondered at the increase, and asked my-
self about it many time:t, I could see o
care not my own went with the enter-
prices I set goivg, The simooms which
smote others on the desert Juz‘nped over
the thinge which were mine. The storms
which heaped the seashore with wrecks
did but blow my ships the soomer into
port. Strangest of all, I, so dependent
upon others, fixed to a place like a dead
thing, had never a loss by an sgent—
never, The elements stooped to serve me,
and all my servants, ic fact, were faith-
‘“1 ”

“Tt ds very strange,” said Ben-Hur,

#So I eaid, and kept saying. Finally,
O my master, finally I came to be of your
opinion—God was in it—and, like you, I
asked, What can His purpose be? Intell-

igence is never wasted ; intelligence lixe | Micah

God’s never stirs except with design, I
bave held the question in heart, lo ! these
many years, watching for an amswer, I
felt sure, if God were in it, some day, in
His own good time, in His own way, He
would show me His purpose, makiog it
clear as a whited house upon & hill, And
I believe He has done eo.’

Ben-Hur listened with every faculty
intent.

“Many years ago, with my people—thy
mother was with me, Esther, beautiful as
morning over old Olivet—I eat by the
wayside out north of Jerusalem, near the
Tombs of the kings, when three men
paszed by riding great white camels, such
as had never been seen in the Holy City,
The men were strangers, and from far
countries, The first one stopped and
asked me a queetion, “Where is He that
is born King of the Jews 1” As if toallay
my wonder, he went on to say, “We have
seen His star in the east, and have come
to worship Him.” I could not understand,
but followed them to the Damascus Gate;
and of every person they met on the way
—of the guard at the Gate, even—they
ssked the question. All who heard it were
amazed like me, In tlme I forgot the
circumstance, though there was much talk
of it as a pressge of the Messiah. Alas,
alas! What children we are, even the
wisest ! When God walks the earth, His
steps are often centuries apart, You have
seen Balthasar §”

“Ard heard him tell his story,” said
Ben-Hur,

“A miracle!—a very miracle!” cried
Simonides. ““As be told it to me, good my
master, I seemed to hear the answer I had
80 long waited ; God’s purpose burst upon
me, Poor will the Kivg be when He
comes—poor and friendless ; without fol-
lowing, without armies, without cities or
castles ; a kingdom to be set up,and Rome
reduced and blotted out, See, see, O my
master ! thou flushed with strength, thou
trained to arms, thcu burdened with riches;
behold the opportunity the Lord hath sent
thee ! Shall not His purpose be thine?
Could a man be born to & more perfect
glory ?”

Simonides put his whole force in the
appeal,

“Bat the kingdom, the kingdom !”
Ben-Hur answered esgerly, ‘‘Balthasar
saysit is to be of souls ”

The pride of the Jew was strong in Sim.
onides, and therefore the slightly con-
tem ptuous curl of the lip with which he
began his reply :

“Balthasar has been a witness of won-
derful things—of miracles, 0 my master;
and when he speaks of them, I bow with
belief, for they are of eight and sound
personal to him, But he is a son of
Mizraim, and not even a proselyte.
Hardly may he be supposed to have special
knowledge by virtue of which we must
Dow- to him in a matter of God's dealing
with our Ierael, The prophets had their
light from Heaven directly, even as he
had his—many to one, and Jehovah the
same for ever. I must believe the proph-
ets.—Bring me the Torah, Esther.”

He preceeded without waiting for her,

“May the testimony of a whole people
be slighted, my master? Though you
travel from Tyre, which 1s by the sea in
the north, to the capital of Edom, which
is in the desert south, you will not find a
lisper of the Shema, an alms.giver in the
Tewmple, or any one who has ever eaten of
the lamb of the Passover, to tell you the
kingdom the King is coming to buili for
us, the children of the covenant, is other
than of this world, like our father David’s.
Now where got they the faith, ack you?
We will see presently.”

Esther here returned, bringing a num.
ber of rolls carefully enveloped 1n dark-
brown linen lettered quaintly in gold.

“Keep them, daughter, to give me as [
call for them,” the father said in the ten
der voice he always uced in speaking to
her, and continued his argument ;

“It were long, good my master—too long,
indeed—for me to repeat to you the names
of the holy men who, in the providence
of God, succceded the prophets, only a
little les: favored thay they—the seers who
have written and the preachers who have
taught since the Captivity; the very wise
who borrowed their lights fromn the lamp

of Malachi, the last of his line, and whose |
great names Hillel aud Shammai neverl

tired of repeating in the colleges, Will
you ask them of the kivgdom? Thus,
the Lord of the sheep in the book of
Enoch—who is He? Who but the King
of whom we are speaking? A throne is
set up for Him; He smites the earth, aud
the other kings are shaken from their
thrones, and the scourges of Israel flang
lnto a cavern of fire flaming with pitlars |

of fire. 80 also the singer of the Psalme
—‘Behold, O Lord, and raise up to Isrsel
their King, the son of David, at the time
Thou knowest, O God, to rule Israel, Thy
children, . , . And He will bring the peo
ples of the heathen under His yoke to
eerve Him, , .. And He shall be a
righteous King taught of God, . . , for
He shall rule all the earth ‘()l’ the word of
His mouth for ever.” And last, though
not least, hear Ezra, the second Moses, in
his visions of the vight, and ask binx who
is the lion with human voice that says to
the cagle—which fs R .ae—'Thou " hast
loved liars, ard «veviu.own the cities of
the indu-tri . , aud rezed their walls,
though ticy did thee no harm, There:
fore, begone, that the earth may be re-
fu:fnd, sud recover itself, and hope in
the justice and piety of Him who made
ber.” Whereat the esgle was seen no
more, Surely, O my master, the testi-
mony of these should be enough! But
the way to the fountain’s head is open,
Let us go up to it at once.—Some wine,
Esther, and then the Torah,”

“Dost thou believe the prophets, mas-
ter 1" he asked after drinking. “I know
thou dost, for of such was the faith of all
thy kindred.— Give mol Esther, the book
which hath in it the visfons of lsaiah.”

He took one of the rolls which she had
unwrspped for him, and read, “The peo-
ple that walked in darknees have seen a
great light: the{ that dwell in the land
of the shadow of death, upon them hath
the light ehined, . . . For unto us a
Chbild s born, unto us a Son is given :
and the government shall be upon His
shoulder. , , , Of the increase of His gov-
erment and peace there shall be no end,
upon the tbrore of David, and upon His
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it
with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever.’—Believest
thou the prophets, O my master 7—Now,
Esther, the word of the Lord that came to

i »

She gave him the roll he asked.

“‘But thou,’” he began r1eading—
‘““‘but thou, Bethlehem kphrath, though
thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall He come
forth unto me that is to be Ruler in [srael.’
—This was He, the very Child Balthassr
saw and worehipped in the cave. Believ-
est thou the prophets, O my master!—
Give me, Esther, the words of Jeremiah,”

Recelving that roll, he read as before,
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord,
that I will raise unto David a righteous
Branch, and a King shall reign and pros-
per, and shall execute judgment and jus-
tice in the earth, In His days Judah )
shall be saved, aud lerael shall dwell |
eafely’ As a King He shall reign—as a |
Kivg, O my master! Believest thou the
prophets I—Now, daughter, the roll of the
sayings of that son Judah in whom there
was no blemish.”

She gave him the book of Daniel.

“Hear, my master,” he said: “‘I saw
in the night visions, and behold, one like
the Son of man came with the clouds of
heaven. . . . Ard there wasgiven Him
dominion, and glory, and a kiogdom, that |
all people, nations, and languages should
serve Him, His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not E." lwng, and
His kingdom that which shall net be de-
stroyed.’—Believest thoun the prophete, O
my master "’ I

“It is enough, I believe,” cried Ben-
Hur,

“What then?” asked Simonides. “If
the King come poor, will not my master,
of his abandance, give Him help "

“Help Him? To the last shekel and
the last breath, But why speak of His
coming poor {"

“Give me, Esther, the word of the Lord
a8 it came to Zachariah,” said Simonides,

She gave him one of the rolls,

““Hear how the King will enter Jerusa.
lem.” Then be read, “‘Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion, , , . Behold, thy
King cometh unto thee. He s just and
baving salvation; lowly, and riding upon
an asy, and upon a colt, the foal of an
m‘) ”»

Ben-Hur looked away.

*“What see you, O my master ?”

“Rome !” he answered gloomily—
“Rome, and her legions. I have dwelt

—

socursed in the shadow of the unclean walls
of Rome herself; count the worshippers of
the Lord dwelling in tents alop lgo des-
erts nextue, a8 weoll as in the deserts be-
yond the Nile; and in the regions across
the Caspian, and up in the old lands of
Gog snd Magog even, separate those who
annually send gifts to the Holy Temple in
scknowledgment of God—separate them,
that they may he counted aleo, And
when you bave done oonntlnﬁ,ullol my
master, & census of the sword de that
await you; lo ! » kingdom ready fashioned
for him who is to do ‘jadgment and jus-
tice in the whole earth’—in Rome not less
than in Zion, Have then the answer.
What Israel can do, that can the King,”

The picture was lmont.lx Elnn.

Upon llderim it operated like the blow-
ing of & frumpet, “Oh that I bad back
my youth !” he cried, starting to his feet,

Ben-Hur eat still, The speech, he saw
was an fnvitation to devote his life and
fortune to the mysterious Being who was

pably as much the centre of & great
ope with Simonides as with the devout
Egyptian, The idea, as we haveseen, was
not & new one, but had come to him re-
eatedly; once while listening to Mallueh
Fn the Grove of Daphne; afterwards more
distinetly while Balthasar was giving bis
conception of what the kingdom was to
be; still later, in the walk through the
old orchard, it had risen almost, if not
quite futo & resolve, Atsuch times it
bad come and gone only an idea, attended
with feelings more or less acute, Not 80
00w, A master hed itin charge, s master
was working it up; already haind exalted
it into a cause brilliant with possibilities
and infinitely boly. The effect was asifa
door theretofore unseen had suddenl
ogﬂned, flooding Ben-Har with light, an
admitting him to a service which had
been his one perfect dream—a service
reaching far into the future, and rich
with the rewards of duty dome, and prizes
to sweeten and sooth his ambition. ~ One
touch more was needed.

“Let us concede ail you eay, O Simon-
ides,” said Ben Hur—*that the King will
come, and His kingdom be as Solomon’s;
“i also I am ready to give myself and all
I have to Him and His cause; yet more,
say that I should do as was God’s purpose
in the ordering of my life and in your
quick amassment of astonishing fortune;
then what 7 Shall we proceed like blind
men building ?  Shall we wait till the
King comes! Or until Hesends for me ?
You bave age and experience n your
side. Answer.”

Simonides answered at once.

“We have no cholce; none, This letter”
—he produced Messala’s despatch as he
spoke—‘thia letter is the signal for action,
The alliance proposed between Messala
and Gratus we are not strong enough to
resist; we have not the influence at Rome
nor, the force here. They will kill you if
we wait, How merciful they are, look at
me and jadge,”

lHe ehuddered at the terrible recollec-
tion,

“0 good my master,” he continued, re
covering himeelf; “how strong are you—
in purpose, I mean §”

Ben-Hur did not understand him.

“I remember how pleasant the world
was to me in my youth,” Simonides pro-
ceeded.

“Yet,” sald Ben Hur, “you were cap-
able of a great saciifice.”

“Yes; forlove,”

“Has rot life other motives as strong 7"

Simonides shook his head.

“There is ambition.”

“Ambition is forbidden a son of Israel.”

“‘What, then, of reverge 1"

The spark &ropporl upon the ivflam.
mable passior; the man’s eyes gleamed;
his bhands shook; he answered quickly,
;Rey’enga is a Jew’s of right; it is the

W,

“A camel, even a dog, will remember a
wrong,” cried Ilderim,

Directly Simonides picked up the bro-
ken thread of his thought,

“There is a work, a work for the King,
which ¢hould be done in advance of His
coming. We may not doubt that Israel is
to be His right hand; but, alas! it is a
hand of peace, without cunning in war,
Of the millions, there is not one trained

with them in their camps, I know
them.”

“Ah 1” sald Simonides, “Thou ebalt
be a master of legions for the Kiug, with
millions to choose from.”

“Millious !” cried Ben-Hur, '

Simonides sat a moment thinking.

“The question of power should not |
trouble yovu,” he next said. Roa g

Ben-Hur looked at him inquiringly. '

“You were seeing thelowly King in tte
act of comiug to His own,” Simonides |
ausWered—“gecing Him on the right hand,
as it were, and on the left ‘the braesy |
legions of Covsar, and you were asking,
What can He do 1"

“It was my very thought,”

“O my master !” Simonides continued.

“Youde not know how strong our
Israel is. You think of him as a sorrow-
ful 0ld man weeping by the rivers of |
Babylon, But go up to Jerusalem next
Passover, and stand on the Xystus or in
the Street of Barter, and see him as he is.
The promise of the Lord to father Jacob
coming out of Padan-Aram was a law
under which our people have not ceased
multiplyivg —not even in captivity; they
grew under foot of the KEzyptan; the
clench of the Roman hss been but whole-
some nurture to them;uow they are indeed
‘a pation, and a company of nations.’
Nor that only, my master;in fact, to mea-
sure the strength of lsrael—which is,in fact,
measuring what the King can do—you shail
not bide solely by the rule of natural in-
crease but add thereto the other—I mean
the spread of the faith,which will carry you
to the far and near of the whole known
earth.  Further, the babit is, [ know, to
think and speak of Jerusalem as Israed,
which may be likened to our finding an
embroidered shred, ard holding it up as a
magisterial robe of Cawsar's, Jerusalem is
but a stone of the temple, or the heart in
the body, Turn from beholdiog the
legions, strong though they ba, and count
the hosts of the faithful waiting the old
alarm, ‘To your tents, O Isracl "—count
the many in Persia, children of those who
chose not to return with the returnivg;
count the brethren who swarm the marts
of Egypt and Farther Africa; count the
Hebrew colonists eking profit in the West
—in Lodium and the trade courts of Spain;

couut the pure of blood and the proselytes
in Greece and in the isles of the sea, and
over in Poutus, and here in Autioch. and,
for that matter, those of that city lylng

band, not a captain. The mercenaries of

! the Herods I do not«ount, for they are
' kept to crush us. The condition is as the
Roman would have it; his policy has

fruited well for bis tyranny; but the time

 of change is at hand, when the shepherd

shall put on armour, and take to spear
and sword, and the feeding flocks be
turned to fighting lions Some one, my
£on, must have place next the King at His
right hand. Who sball it be if not he who
does this work weil 7"

Ben.Hur’ faca fluched at tha proapeat,
though he said, “I sec; but speak plainly,
A deed to be done is oue thing; how to do
it is another.”

Simonides sipped the
brought bim, and replied :

“The sheik, and thou, my master, shall
be principals, each with a part. I will re.
main here, carrying on as now, and watch-
ful that the epring go not dry. Thou shalt
betake thee to Jerusalem, and thence to
the wilderuess, and begin numbering the
fighting men of Lerael, and telling them
into tens and huudreds, and choosing cap-
teins and training them, and in secret
places hoarding arms, for which I shal) keep
thee cupplied. Commencing over iu Perea
thou shalt go then to Galilee, whence it is
but a step to Jerusalem. In Peres, the
desert will be at thy back, and Iiderim in
reach of thy hand. He will keep the roads,
80 that nothing shall pass without thy
knowledge. He will help thee in many
ways, Until the ripening time no one
shall know what is here contracted. Mine
is but & servant’s part, I have spoken to
1d What suyest thou 7

wine Esther

aGerim,

Ben Hur locked at ths sheik,

“Le is a3 he says, son of Har,” the Arab
respouded. “I bave given my word, and
he 1s content with it; but thou shalt have
wy oath, binding me, aud the ready hands
of my tribe, and whatever seiviceable
thing [ have,”

The three—Simonides, Ilderim, Esther
—gazed at Ben Hur fixedly,

“Every man,” he auswered,at first sadly,
“bas a cup of pleasure pourea for hiw,
and soon or late it comes to his hand, and
he tastes and driuks—every man but me,
I eee, Simonides, and thou, O generous
sheik |—I see whither the proposal tends,
If I accept, and enter upon the course,
ferewell peace, and the hopes which cluster
arourd it. The doors I might enter and
the gates of quiet life will shut behing me,
never to opeu again, for Rome keeps them

all;’and her outlawry will follow me, and
ber bunters; and in {ho tombs near cities
sud the diemal caverns of remotest
hllla,,l must eat my crust and take my
rest.’

The speech was broken by s sob. All
turned to Esther, who bid her face upon
her father’s shoulder.

“I did not thivk of youn, Esther,’’ said
Simonides gently, for he was himeelf
deeply moyed.

“It is well enough, Simonides,” said Ben-
Hur. “A msn bears & hard doom better,
knowing there is pity for him. Last me
goTon." u o

'hey gave him ear again,

“ w’u. about to say,” he continued, “I
bave no choice, but take the part you
sesign me; and as umalniﬁr here is to
meet an ignoble deatb, I will to the work
at once,”

“Shall we bave writings?” asked
Simonides, moved by bis babit of ousi-
ness,

“I rest upon your word,” said Ben-Hur,

“And I,” Ilderim answered.

Thus eimply was effected the treaty
which was to alter Ben-Hur's life, And
almost immediately the latter added :

“It is done, then.”

“May the God of Abraham help us !"
Simonides exclaimed.

“One word now, my friends,” Ben.Hur
eaid more cheerfully, * “By your leave, I
will be my own until after the games, It
is not probable Messala will set peril on
foot for me until he has given the procur.
ator time to answer Lim; aud that cannot
be in less than seven days from the de-
epatch of his letter. The meeting him in
the Circus is a ?lcuuu I would buy at
whatever riek.”

llderim, well pleascd, assented readily,
and Simonides, intent on business, added,
“It is well; for lock you, my master, the
delay will give me time to do you a good
part. I understood you to speak of an
inheritance derived from Arrius, Is it in
property 1

“A villa nesr Misenum, and houses in
Rome,”

“I suggest, then, the sale of the pro-
perty, and safe depoeit of the proceeds,
Give me an account of it, and I will have
usuthorities drawn, and despatch an agent
on the mission forthwith. =~ We will fore-
etall }he imperial robbers at least this
onrce.’

“You sball bave the account to-mor-
row.”

“Then, if there be nothing more, the
y:iork of the night is done,” said Simon-
ides.

Ilderim combed his beard complacently,
saying, “And well done,”

“The bread and wine again, Esther,
Sheik Iiderim will make us happy by
slaying with us till to morrow, or at his
pleasure; and thou, my master—"

“Let the horses be brought,” said Ben-
Hur, “I will return to the Orcbard, The
enemy will not discover me if I go now,
and—he glacced at Tlderim—%the four
will be glad to seeme.”

As the day dawned, he and Malluch
dizmounted at the door of the tent,

CHAPIER IX.

BEN HUR'S DECISION,

Next night, about the fourth hour,
Ben-Hur stood ou the terrace of the great
warehouse with Esther, Below them, on
the landing, there was much running
about, and ehiftiog of packagee and boxes,
and shouting. of men, whose figures,
stooping, heaving, hauling, looked, in the
light ot the crackling torches kindled i,
their aid, like the the labouring genii of
the fantastical Eastern tales, A galley was
being laden for instaut departure. Sim.-
onides had not yet come from his cffice,
in which, at the last moment, he woald
deliver to the captain of the vessel instruc.
tions to proceed without stop to Ostia, the
seaport of Rome, and, after landing a pas-
senger there, continue more leisurely to
Valentia, on the coast of Spain,

The passenger is the agent going to dis-
pose of the estate derived from Arrius the
duumvir, When the lines of the vessel
are cast off, and she is put about, and her
voyage begun, Ben-Hur will be commit-
ted irrevocably to the work undertaken
the night before.  If he is disposed to
repent the agreement with Ilderim, a
little time is allowed him to give nctice
and break it off. He is master, and has
only to say the word,

Such may have been the thought at the
moment in his mind. He was standivg
with folded arms, looking upon the scene
in the manner of a man debating with
himself. Young, handsome, rieh, but
recently from the patrican circles of
Ruumg gociety, it is easy to think of the
worid besetting him with appeals not to
glve ore to onorons duty or ambition
altended with outlawry and danger. We
can even imagine the arguments with
which he was pressed ; the bopelessness of
coutention wita Csar ; the uncertaiaty
veiling everything connected with the
King and His coming ; the ease, honours,
state, purchaseable like goods in market :
and, strongest of all, the sense newly
acquired of home, with friends to make it
delightful. Ouly those who bave been
wanderers long desolate can know the
power there was in the latter appeal.

Let us add now, the world—al ways
cunuing enongh of itself; always whisper-
1og to the weak, Stay, take thine ease 3
always presenting the sunny side of Jife—
the world was in this instance kelped by
Ben-Hur's companion.

“Wera you ever at Rome ” he asked,

“No,” Esther replied.

“Would you like to go 1"

“I think not,”

“why ""

“I am afraid of Rome,” she answered
Wwith a perceptible tremor of the voice.

He looked at her then—or rather down
upon her, for at his side she appeared
liitle more than a child, In the dim light
he could not see her face distinctly; even
the form was skaiowy, But again he was
reminded of Tirzah, and asudden teoder.
neas fell vpon him—just 80 the lost sicger
stood with bim on the house-top the
calamitous morning of the eccident to
Gratus. Poor Tizih! Where was she
uow ? Estherhad the benefit of the feel.
ing ewked. If not his sister, he could
neves look upon her as his 8ervaut ; and
that she was Lis servant in fact would
make bimalways the more considerate and
gerile towarde her,

‘I cannot think of Rome,” she con-

thitk of Rome

fimed. recovering her votce, and epeaking
B her quiet womanly way—“l cannot

as a city of palaces sud

temples, and crowded with peo le; she
to me & monster which has poll:ucion :.f
one of the beautiful lands, and lies there
luring men to ruin and death—s monster
which it is not possible to resist—a raven.
ous beast gorging with blood, Why—»
She faltered, looked down, stopped.,
“Go on,” said Ben-Hur ‘reassuringly,
She drew closer to him, looked up
again, and suid, “Why must you make her
your epemy? Why not rather make
Kme with her, and be at rest | You
ave had many ills, and borne them; you
have survived the snares laid for you b
foes, Sorrow has consumed your outh;
itis \;'e'll to giveit the remsinder o your
»

da;

be girlish face under his eyes seemed
to come nearer and get whiter as the
pleading went on ; he stooped towards it,
and asked softly, “What would you have
me do, Esther}”

She hesitated s moment, then asked in
return, “Is the property nmear Rome o
residence 1"

“Yes,"

‘‘And pretty 1"

“It is beautifal—s palace in the midst
of gardens and shell-strewn walks; foun.
tains without and within; statuary in the
shady mooke; hilly around covered with
vines, and so high that Neéapolis and
Vesuvius are in sight, and the sea an
expause of purpling blue dotted with
rostless sails, Cmsar has a country seat
near by, butin Rome they say the old
Arrian villa is the prettiest,”

“'And the life there, is it quiet ?”

“There was never a summer day, never
a moonlight night, more quiet, save when
visitors come, Now that the old owner
is gone, and I am here, there is nothing to
break its silence—nothing, unless it be the
whiepering of servants, or the whistling
of happy birds, or the noise of fountains
at play; it is changeless except as day by
day old flowers fade and fall, and new
ones bud and bloom, and the sunlight
gives place to the shadow of a passing
cloud, The life, Esther, was all too quiet
for me. It made me restless by keeping
always present a feeling that I, who have
80 much to do; was dropping into idle
babits, and tying myself with silken
chalns, and after a while—and not a long
while either—would end with nothing
done,”

She looked off over the river,

“Why did you ask ?" he said.

“(3ood my master”—

“No, no, Esther—not that, Call me
friend—brother, if you will; I am not
your master, and will not be. Call me
brother,”

He could not see the flash of pleasure
which reddeued her face, and the glow of
the eyes that went out lost in the void
above the river,

“l cannot uuderstand,” she said, “the
nature which prefers the life you are
going to—a life of—"

“0Of violence, and it may be of blood,”
be srid, completing the sentence.

“Yes,” she added, “the mature which
could prefer that life to euch as might be
in the beautiful villa,”

“Esther, you mistake. There s no
preference, Alas! the Roman is not so
kind, I am goiog of necessity. To stay
bere is to die; and if I go there, the end
will be the same—a poisoned cup, a
bravo’s blow, or a judge's sentence ob-
tasined by perjary, Messala and the
procurator (iratus are rich with plunder
of my father's estate, and it is more
important to them to keep thelr gains
now than was their getting in the first
instance. A peaceable settlement is out
of reach, because of the confession it
would imply, And then—then— Ab,
Esiher, if I could buy them, I do not
kvow that I would. 1 do mot believe
peace possible to me; no, not even in the
sleepy shade and sweet air of the marble
porches of the old villa—no matter who
might be there to help me bear the burden
of the days, nor by what patience of love
she made the effort. Peace ismot possible
to me while my people are lost, for I must
be watchful to find them, If I find them,
and they bave suffered wrong, shall not
the guilty suffer for it? If they are dead
by violence, shall the murderers escape ?
Ob, I could not sleep for dreams! Nor
could the holiest love, by any stratagem,
lull me to a rest which conscience would
not strangle.”

“Is it so bad then?’ she asked, her
voice tremulous with feeling, “Can
nothing, nothing, be done 1”

Ben-Hur took her hand,

“Do you care 8o much for me 1"

“Yes,” she answered simply,

The havd was warm, and in the palm
of his it was lost, He felt it tremble.
Then the Egyptian cawme, so the opposite
of this liiide one; eo tail, 0o audacious,
with a flattery so cunning, a wit so ready,
& beauty so wonderful, a manner to
bewitching, He carriéd the hand to his
lips, and gave it back,

“You shall be another Tirzah to me,
Either,”

“Who {8 Tirzsh ”

“The little sister the Roman stole from
me, and whom I must find before I can
rest or be happy.”

Just then a gleam of light flashed
athwart the terracs and fell upon the two;
and, looking round, they saw a servant
roll Simonides in his chair out of the
door, They went to the merchant, and in
the after talk he was principal,

Immediately the lines of the gulley ware
cast off, and she swung round, and, midst
the flashing of torches and the shouting of
Joyous sailors, hurried off to the sea,
leaving Ben-Hur committed to the canse
of the KiNe WHO Was 10 com,

CHAPTER X
THE PRCGRAMME,

The day before the games, in the after-
noon, all Ilderim’s racing property was
!alkqu to the city, and put in guarters ad-
Joining the Circus, Along with it the
good man carried a great deal of pro-
petty not of that class; so with ser-
vauts, retaicers mounted and armed,
horses in lerding, cattle driven, camels
laden with baggage, his outgoing from
the Orchard was not unlike g tribal
luigration, The people along the road
failed wot to laugh at his motley proces.
81on; on the other side, it was observed that,
with all his irascibility, he was not in the
least offended by their rudeness, If he
was under surveillance, as he had reason
to believe, the informer would describe the
semi-barbarous show with which he came

up to the races, The Romans would
laugh; the city would be amused; but
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t cared he! Next morning the pag
::.nld be far on the road to the de
and going with it would be every mos
thing of value belovging to the Orcha
everytbiog tave such as were essenti
the success of bis four, He was, in
started home; his tents wereall folded
dowar was no more; in twelve hour
would be out of reach, pursue who mi
A men is never safer than when |
under the lavgh; and the shrewd old .
knew it.

Neither he nor Ben-Hur over estim
the iuflaence of Messala, it was f
opinion, bowever, that he would not b
active measures sgainet them until
the meeting In the Circus; if defe
there, especially if defeated by Ben:]
they might instantly look for the wor
could do; he might not even wait
advices from Gratus, With this v
they thaped their course, and were
pared to betake themselves oat of ha
way. They roce together now in |
spirite, calmly confident of success or
mMOrrow,

On the way, they came upon Malluc
walting for them, The faithful fe
gave no sign by which it wes possib
infer any knowledge on his part of
relationship so recently edmitted bety
Ben-Hur and Simonides, or of the tr
between them and llderim. He excha
salutations as neual and produced a pe
saying to the eheik, “1 bave here the n
of the editor of the gemes, just issue
which you will find your horses publi
for the race. You will find in it als
order of exercises, Without waiting,
sheik, 1 copgratulate you upon
victory,”

He gave the paper over, and, lea
the worthy to master it turned to
Hur, :

“To you also, son of Arrius, my co!
tulations. There is nothing now to
vent your meeting Messala, E
condition preliminary to the race is «
plied with., I have the assurance
the editor himself.” ;

“I thank you, Mslluch,” said Ben

Malluch proceeded: ey

“Your color is white, and Mes
mixed scarlet and gold, The good el
of the choice are visible already, Boy
now hawking white ribbon slong
streets ; to- morrow every Araband J
the city will wear them. In the C
you will see the white fairly divid
galleries with the red.” i

“The galleries—but not the trit
over the Porta Pompw.” ’

“No; the ecarlet and gold will
there, But if we win”"—Malluch chu
with the pleasure of the thought—*]
win, how the dignitaries will trem
They will bet, of course, eccordiog to!
scorn of everything not Roman—
three, five to oue on Meseala, becaut
is Roman,” Dropping his voice
lower, he added, “It ill becomes a Je
good standing in the Temple to pu
money atsuch a hazard; yet, in cor fide
I will bave a friend next behind the
sul’s seat to accept cffers of three to
or five, or ten—the madnees may ¢
such height, I have put to his orde
thousand thekels for the purpoese.”

“Nay, Malluch,” said Ben Hur,
Roman will wager only in his Ro
coin. Suppose you find your frien
night, and place to his order serter!
such amourt as yon choose. Aud
you, Malluch—Jet him be instructe
seek wagers with Mersaia and his
porters ; Tiderim’s four against Messa)

Melluch reflected a moment.

“The effect will be to centre int
upon your contest.”

“The very thing I seek, Malluch.”

“] gee, I cee.”

“Ay, Malluch; won'd you cerve me
fectly, help me to fix the pubiic eye v
our race—Messala's and mine.”

Malluch spoke quickly—*It can
done.”

“Then let it be done,” said Ban-H:

“Enormous wagers ¢flered will ans
if the offers are accepted, all the bet

Malluch turned bis eyes watchfully
Ben-Hur, {

“Shall I not have back the eqniv
of his robbery?” said Ben-Hur part
himself. “Another opportuuity may
come. And if I could break him in for
as well as in pride! Our father Jacob c
take no offence,”

A lock of determined will knif
handsome face, giving emphasis to
further sperch,

“Yes, it chall be. Hark, Malluch!
not in thy offer of eestertii. Adv
them to talents, if any there be who
#0 high, Five, ten, twenty talents.
fifty, so the wager be with Messala
self.”

TG BE CONTINUED,

TeLEPHONE PATENTS.—The Bell
phone Company’s Officials say that a
deal of unnecessary importance has
attached (through misleadiog reports
from Ottaws,) to the last decision o
Miuister of Agriculture, voidiug the ]
transmitter patent. This was not an
giual patent for a transmitter, but
for an improvement on its method of
struction aud is only one of the nume
patents held by the Company on this
of instruments : aod the setting asi
this does not by asy means allow
public to manufaciure or use Blake
mitters, aud will makeno difference
ever to the Compony, The decision
given on evidence put in two year:
end was snticipated by the Comj
which did not contest the case at all,

In the case of the Edison patents, aft
the evidence for the petitioners had
keard, the Bell Compauy’s Counsel u
to bave the petition dismissed witho
ueceesity of bringing forward eviden
the defence on the ground of absen
proof. The Minister stated that he
consider this and annource his decisi
this point in a few days,

—————

Ayer's Hair Vigor stimulates the
cells to healtby uction, and prom
vigorous growth, It contains ail th,
be supplied to make the natural
baautitul and abundant ; keeps the
free from daudrufl, and makes the
fl. xible and glossy.

A Lucky Escape.

“Fur six years | suffered with my |
and enlarged tooeils, I was very we
doctored four yeare, and bad advice
taree doctors; they said I would he
usdergo an operation, I tried B,
instead, Oae bottle cured me, A
Syuelch, Raglan, Oat.



