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arranged, Already wmore than
$7,000000 has been expended upon
work in Europe by the K. ot O., and
in American camps there are about
200 club-houses and buildings, Con
struction has been much expanded of
Iate, and huts and barracks are now
erected in parts of the American sec
tor where our soldiers are posted.
The password of the K. of C. in all
ite centres is, " Everybody welcome ; |
everything free.” Their buildings |
are open to Ameriocan soldiers of all |
creeds and colors. It is significant
of the great fusion of welfare work.
ers now taking place that the Catho-
lics, the Protestants and the Jews
are working in full cooperation ;
their buildings and workers are often |
placed at each others' disposal when
any special end is to be gained there
by, and Y, M. C, A, K, of C. and |
Y. M. H. A, seem to have struck
hands, Here is another miracle
wrought before our eyes, in this War. |
N. Y. Evening Sun,

IRELAND DOING
FULL DUTY
kel
NEARLY 60% OF HER MAN
POWER VOLUNTEERED
UP TO JANUARY

"It Ireland were pro-German
you suppose 58,1 -not 17 or 20%
I have seen in some papers here
her man power would have
teered up to last January ?

" If she were pro-German can you
imagine 40,000 or 50,000 men enlist
ing since the uprising in Dublin ?

" If you knew what the men who
have been through the battles be
lieve—oflicers of all ranks in all
armies—who know of forlorn hopes
turning the tide to victory, of im
pregnable places captured, of divi
sions, yes whole armies being saved
by Irish troops, you would have a
ready answer to those who seem to
think that we have done little, and
are doing nothing now

" We are doing our fighting in the
present big push. We need no apol
ogies, no defence. Our standards
tell the story

These were a few of the state
ments made to Mr. James F. Sullivan
of the Boston Globe at the University
Club by Capt. Thomas F. McMahon
of the Irish Gaards, &8 man who has |
been through the hell of warfare. He
is an Oxfard man, and went from
Australia to enlist.

As a memento of one of the battles |
a piece of his skull was torn away.
He is now on recruiting duty with
the British mission here. He does
not like to talk except to his close
friende, but he has heard and read so
much about the Irish that he cannot
help expressing himself strongly at
times, The interview covers three
columns of the Globe of June 30

"It's & pity some of you American
newspaper men were not with the
forces in the first couple of years of
the War, said "{ mean, close |
up where you could get the stories
first hand, and nct after they had
filtered through. There would be
something worth writing about.

' Now, mind you, I am not making
comparisons, for all our troops
fought with the greatest spirit
Scotch, English, Welsh, and Domin
ion forces. But somehow or other it
seemed that little attention was paid
to the Irish; and undoubtedly it is
due to this fact, and to the ignorance
of the whole Irish question by the
papers here, supplemented by cables |
from across that are often based upon
imaginiogs of the writers, that today |
our race 18 placed in a doubtful posi
tion

" But what I am getting at is the
parent feeling that because consgrip
tion was held up for Ireland so many
people here seem to think we have
done nothing. Ihe issue has been
clouded here. If you were to read
the big papers at home you would
see that there was a considerable an
tagonism against the plan among big
men in England in the Commons and ‘
the Lords; that it was not Ireland |
alone that objected.”—Boston Pilot.
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TURNING HOMEWARD
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I'he prejudice against prayers for
the dead will vanish with the War
writes department editor in The
Living Church (Episcopalian A
Churchwoman who had lately met a
heavy said I never quite ap
proved of the idea of prayers for the
dead ; it med superstition ; but
when I enter church, where I sat
long with my husband, my firsgt pray
er is for him. It could not be other
wise

And so it will be with thousands.
We don’'t believe in prayers for the
dead until it happens to be Our Dead

that the difference. God
does not these prayers se |
holy need them.
our prayers, ¢ g all
best with God asing and
ceptable to Hin are link
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A Catholic cannot read these words
without feeling of thankfulness
that those outside the fold are
beginning to realize something of the
sacred consolation of prayer the
dead, even though as yet their|
thoughts are unsettled and so far
from the Catholic understanding of
the bene of prayer for dead.
Evidently our Protestant friends find
comfort for the elves in praying for
their dead vhich is certainly a great
spiritual advance from the earlier im
guch prayers are but "

o

for
80

the

pression that a
superatition.

But they have not yet fathomed
the depths of consolation, nor real- |

|

| the capitalistic class.

ize the highest value of praying f()l"
the dead. They pray because their
lonely hearts yearn for cummuuion}
witk the loved ones gone from earth,
but Catholice pray, first of all, for |
the eternal repoee of the souls of the
departed.

They plead for God's mercy on
their dead, asking that they may be
loosed from their sing. They arve
rendering a service to their dead.
Their Church urges them to be faith
ful in the performance of this last
act of love, this aid to the soul, And
therein is the solace of the benefit.

There is no greater comfort for the
Catholic family circle broken by
death than the practice of prayer for
the soul of the member summoned
from earth. We may speak lovingly
of the goodness and holinees, even
of our friends who are gone from ua, |
but we are faithless friends if we do
not pray for them, asserting that
they were too holy to need prayers.

God grant to our separated breth

| ren the grace to return to the Mother

Church who 8o yearns for these
children lost to her through the
apostasy of their forefathers. It is a

| hopeful sign that amid a world up

heaval their thoughts are turning
more and more to her teaching and
practices, seeking for strength to
bear affliction, for comfort in grief.
She who taught the consoling doc
trine of prayer for the dead reaches
out her armse in loving invitation
to the living to return to her and be
at peace. May they hear her voice,
and hearing it, heed her worde, which
are the words of Christ Himself : |
And other sheep there are that are
not of this fold: them also I must
bring and they shall hear My voice,
and there ghall be one fold and one
shepherd.”"—Sa~red Heart Review.

ILLITERACY RAMPANT

The movement on foot to remove
illiteracy in this country is in many
ways com At the same
time, it shows that our secular
institutions not achieved the
results that were claimed for them in
the years past. There are many
causes the present deplorably
larger number of illiterates in this
country. It safely be said
that negligence has gained its toll. |
There too, been a spirit of
commercialism that has pervaded
The one end
for all was to make money. It was
nothing to the employer how his
employee was fed, housed or educated
The mad race for money eclipsed all
other considerations until the man
power and its earning power came to
be recognized as efficient factors in
the furthering and financing of this
great world war,

The faddist, also, must answer for |
a goodly part of the disgust that has
been felt in the attainment of an
education. Every " so called " sdu
cator has had his fad. The children, |
instead of following sane and sound |
principleg, laid down by real scholars |
and sanctioned by the practise of |
generations, bave been buffeted |
about as subjects for exploitation. In
the meantime, the essentials have
been overlooked and, in the end
nothing worthy of mention was
acccmplished.

The letter sent
of the Interior to the Senate and |
House Committee on Education
shows that the fight against illiteracy
in this country has been conducted
along lines that have permitted
millions upon millons of our people
to remain in total the
English language I'he in
part says that at the census,
there were in the United States over
,000,000 persons above ten years of
age who were unable to read
write in any language Seven
hundred thousand men of draft age
can neither read nor write.

“If the average productive power
of an illiterate is less by only
cents a day than that of a person
able to read or write, the country
loses over eight hundred million dol
lars a year through illiteracy.”

Here, there is certainly matter for
reflection. In days of peace, our
shortcomings in education were |
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A TOUCH OF PATHOS

|
|

There is a real pathos in a brief |

telegram stating that the shortage of
food has compelled the monks of the
famous Alpine Monastery to kill
their St. Bernard dogs.
the first time that the Monastery ken

| centuries
This is not |

nels were threatened with extinetion, |

An avalanche once swept away all
but three of the dogs and at another
time a plague caused the death of all
but one. The pitiful sentence this
time had to be pronounced by the
monks themselves and probably they
were the executioners, From time
to time they hopefully postponed the
evil day by dividing their own scanty
food with the dogs. Now the inevit
able is a kindness not only to the
community's hungering proteges but
to the dogs themselves, who have
reached the verge of starvation. It
must have been a touching scene,
the farewell between the sorrowing
monks and these noblest specimens
of the dog family.

A St., Bernard Monastery without

'down to a question
upon the ruins of/ irreligion a true |

of aathority,
wouldn't you rather bslieve the
Church than yourself or the mutually
self-contradicting modern philos
ophers? If the question regarding
man's destiny is merely a matter of
authority, the Church, with her
wonderful democracy of faithembras-
ing over two hundred and fifty
millione of people and covering
of experience, surely wins
by miles and miles.

But reason ie also on the side of
the Church. Her explanation as to
man's origin and destiny really ex
plaing, If she is dogmatic, she is
dogmatic and right, and the others
are dogmatic and wrong.

Her catechism tells us that this
world is a place of trial, of probation
for a short time, but that we are to
pass on to an eternal life of happiness
with God and in God. God alone can
eatiefy our craving for lasting perfect
happiness, because He alone is last
ing and perfect. God, however, does
not exist for us but we exist for God,

His infinite goodness is expressed
or menifested in us. If we seek to
be with God in eternity, we are not

| at all selfish for we are but cooperat

its dogs will present a picture with |

something « lacking. When better
times come no doubt there are many
these splendid animals
who will deem it a privilege to send
some back to the original home of
this celebrated animal Providence
Visitor
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LORD !
LORD

PRAISE

L CUSTOM OF THE ALPINE

SHEPHERD

In certain parts of the Alps, where
the people live scattered about as
shepherds, there prevails a beautifal
and touching custom which softens
somewhat the dreary loneliness of
their solitary life.

Just as the sun leaves the valleys
and his last rays faintly gild the snow
capped summits of the mountains,

| the shepherd whose hut is situated

on the highest peak takes his horn,
' Praise
the

Instantly

Lord !

all the other shepherds,
the thresholds of their
repeat one after the other,
same appeal, until the echo re
sounds far and wide, from rock to
rock and deep to deep, ' Praise the

cabins,

the

| Lord !

A solemn silence succeeds the last
notes as they, die
shepherd kneels,
deepest reverence and prayer. Later
on, when the tle of night com
pletely envelops the mountains, once
more the horn heard to
with the words Goodnight
the shepherds peacefully retire

awa), and ea
bareheaded, in

me

resound
" and
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their solitary abodes to rest from the

labors of the day.—The Pilot.

THE PHILOSOPHY
THE CATECHISM

OF
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In his book

K. Chesterton,
eseayist

catechism

forgot

' Orthodoxy,
the brilliant
he

Gilbert
London
learned his
vhen a small boy, that
it later and studied the
various philosophies of modern
times, that he finally constructed a
philosophy of his out of their
mutual contradictions, but that he
found, with a great mutual shock,
that this system of philosophy
not his after all. It was the
Christian of philosophy, and
he might have spared himself a lot
of laborious study by sticking to his
catechism in the first place
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Unfortunately there are not many
men 8o brilliant and so unprejudiced
iu the pursuit of truth as Chesterton.
Not many have both the ability and
the courage to penetrate through the
mists of error and the fogs of
sophistry of a Kant, Hegel, Spencer,
Haeckel, and other so called philos
ophers. Even Catholics sometimes
get lost in these mists and fogs, be-
cause they ignore or neglect the
deeper meaniag of the catechism
which contains a philosophy of life
thal old and yet always new.
Catholic philosophy satisfles common
senge. It is the applied philosophy
of the average man in the street.

For examj himself
about his origin, about his
relation to others and to the universe
and about his destiny or his end and
purpose in life I'o find the answer
a'l the
philosophers until his brain wears
out, but nowhere will he flad an
answer more definite, more positive,
and more satisfying to common sense
than the which he reads in
the catechism: " God made me to
know Him, to love Him, to serve
Him in this life and to be happy with
Him forever in the life to come
In other words, ' From God, to God,
and lor God is the only reason
answer to the riddle of
Tell me not the answer
upon faith only. It based
upon the right use of I'or
k matter a'l answers which essen
tially ¢ this one
based upon faith, not in God
fallible human philosophers.
Agnostics dogmatically insist that

can know nothing
origin and destiny, bui must deper
upon faith ; that
authority othars. Even it this
unfounded assertion were true,
wouldn't y rather take a chance
of b right with the Church than
wrong with your mere individual
views ? If the enquiry to

is
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a man

own

answer
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origin and destiny must simmer itself |

ing in the highest and most perfect
realization of His good will towards
us.—Catholic Opinion.
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"THE LIVING PRESENT

This present hour, says Cardinal
Manning, is all we have. Tomorrow
must be today before we can use it
and day after day we equander it in
the hope of a tomorrow; but tomor
row shall be stolen too, as to
day and yestarday. It is now we must
be patient, we must holy
This hour has its duty which cannot
be done the next. ‘T
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restore today'e.
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CATHOLIC ACTIVITIES
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to show actual
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There were in the United States in
1860 about 0 Catholice out of
a total population of 31,500,000,
Most of the English speaking Catho
lics were of Irish birth or blood, for
from 1841 to 1861, the official statis
tics state thas 2,449 087 immigrants
left Ireland, and all for the
United States.

I'here was no national and searcely
any local organizition in the Uaited
States of these four and half millions
of Catholic
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and shall be pre
served. I'he national flag was dis
played from the ch prelates
and priests exhorted their people to
rally to the support of the Govern
ment, Archbishop Hughes was
recognized as the exponent of Catho
lic loyalty it is
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With the priest chaplains went the
Catholic Sisters a8 nurses, They
were the only trained, organised and
digciplined body of women in the
country ready then to meet the grave
emergency that the clash of arms
precipitated on the nation.

It is far too soon even to attempt
an adequate review of the Catholie
record in_ this present War for Liberty.
Speaking offically for the nineteen
| millions committed to their spiritual
care, the Archbishops of the United
States at their annual meeting
immediately after our entry into
the War, in April, 1917, sent a strong
patriotic resolution to the Chief
Executive of the nation.

In the army and navy, the Catholic
| representation in the highest com-
mands keeps well in proportion with
the splendid percentage among the
fighters in the ranks. The same
gratifying story is shown in the roster
of the chief executives and the
workers for the equally important
civilian activities,
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While the world is passing through
this gigantic strife, there is an insist
| ent call for men whose lives and ac
tions will act as a leaven upon their
fellow citizens and give
and courage to those whose
have fallen far short of what Chris
tian civilization demands. There is
urgent need of men who will place
the standards of right and
above worldly gain and ambition,
Their compelling force will lift the
world from the sordid and ennoble it
with high purposes. We may
confidence look forth to a world im
bued with lofty ideals and striving
for that perfection that is the
command only if the laity show a
high example of Catholic and Chris
tian endeavour. Thus the responsi
bility we have to individual perfec
tion is the responsibility to our age
and country
Amid the turmoil of wa
lasting foundation of peace and hap
piness. the true for
international harmony and look for
ward to the day when class will
C h with and fraternal love
and charity will forever put to a
the frenzied ambition
and national aggrandi
has brought about this historic up-
heaval. While the roar of cannon
distracts the world, those agencies

ideals
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that appeal to the peaceful instincts |

of men are at the bar of publie opin
ion. They must stand or fall accord
ing a8 they show themeselves true to
the standards of false to
the ideals of Christian peoples

And so today the Church, like other

institutions, is being put to the test,

Justice or

Enemies are batteringagainst her and
demanding the acid test of truth and
right It, therefore, time when
the laity must by their action bring
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into play all that their holy religion |

has taught. They must by their
lives prove the of their re
ligion and its surpassing excellence
over the tea-hings of and
other beliefe. To allow negligence
religious indifferentisma or
decay to hold sway at

criminal. Now, however
world st
burden, to

nobility

any
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beneath his. awful
permit religious apathy
is positively destructive of all that
the Church and stands for,
will poison and vitiate the atmosphere
and cast’ distrust and
the

beginning fought for the emancipa
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suspicion upon

tion of humanity from serfdom, and |

placed within the grasp of man those

liberties for which the world now
battles.
The

1i8

Catholic laity should awaken
reat duty and responsibility
I'heir lives should reflect the stand
ards for which their faith stands.
Their actions should proclaim them
champions of all that free peoples de
ire. Only when Catholics are true
$o their religion, faithtul to the Com
mandments of God, loyal to the tra
ditions of their faith will they be
able to convince a distracted world
that it has ever present the means of
crushing tyranny, untoward ambition
and oppression, and enthroning a
just and enduring peace among the
nations of the earth.—The Pilot.
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'HE CATHOLIC CHURCH
EXTENSION SOCIETY
OF CANADA

WHAT WE DO
Many

asked

the

times

Does

question has been

do much for the Misgione

tried

We have
in various ways to answer this
Our object being, not so
rds of praise or
the Extension but
on the financial
questioners, We
d with our

publish

question.
much
commendation for
rather to draw

resources of the
speak of what we witness
own tell and

vords of thanks from the

to draw w

eyes ; we the
migsionary
i far North
we distribute annual reports showing
in detail the amounts received
where and how expended.

our

Bigh 'ps of the West anc

and

answer to the question “Does
do much for the Mis-
always well re

vertheless that,

the Extension
has
We

been
find

¢ .
of n

slons
coived.
the
| wnd
of the
the

S

n

Laveme
priests

of

ol

the Extens
an

work
reports
lety.
We glad to in
geesion and at the disposal of our
readers for perusal ers of weight
filled with convincing facts,
the E
the propagation
anada

ion than

office the

r of

are nave
P
1 i
showing
much
| doing for
i Faith in

how Liension Yociety 1s

of the

strength |

with |

divine |

not |

all |

moral |

and |

one institution that has from the |

ionary Bishops |
are more cogent proofs |

our |

|

| they

To mention only the letters re
ceived from the missionary Bishops :
we have their letters to support us |
in this statement that, the Extension
Society is the only Society in Canada |
giving them substantial aid in the
organization of their vast and|
sparsely settled dioceses. |

Before the War some aid came
from the Propagation of the Fulth,j
France. As we know, this aid has
been entirely stopped, so that the |
Extension SBociety of Canada is the |
only Society or organization, national ‘
or diocesan, to which the missionary
dioceses have recourse in their dif
culties.

We have done all we can under
present circumstances. Our desire
to give more and adequate support |
has not been and is not realized for
lack of funds.

Without the generous and con
tinuous aid of the Catholics in the
well-settled and organized dioceses
of Canada the Catholics of the West
and North shall suffer spiritually
now, and more 8o, in the future.

The following kind letter from the
Diocese of Victoria will show, among
other things, a high appreciation of
the Extension Society
To the Rev. Thos. O'Donnell,

President Catholic Church
Extension,
Toronto, Ontario

The Bishops
Diocese of

and Priests of the
Victoria, B. C., assembled
for their annual retreat, wish to put
on record an expression of gratitude
to the Catholic Church Extension
Society for the generous way it has
helped this distant corner of the
Lord's Vineyard.

I'be territory large and the
Catholice widely scattered., Many
are in danger of becoming indifferent
to the duties of their Faith. The
| priests are few and poor. The posi
| tion would be untenable these times
| without the help orded by your
Society. This help is not alone the
money distributed A
well an Army
military call morale
edge that men
ning and striving to help sustain our
efforts heartens us in the work,

We therefore cordially thank
Society and all contributors
| for extending to us "the right hand

of fellowship' in our hour of need.

By enabling the Extension Society
| to aid the Church in the West, con
tributors are aleo helping to bring
the benefits of religion to their own
relatives and friends scattered far
| and wide over this vast country. A
| large majority of the Catholics in the

West m the Provinces east of

Manitoba. Scattered they are

unaided in many cases by family tie
b the danger of
becoming carelees in the practice of
religion is real and to us only too
evident
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