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well to strive for the ideal, but we cannot ignore
the practcal; and it seems felly, because, with
some public utilities control was recklessly given
away, to pretend to remedy things by purchasing
such utilities. In other words, Government or
municipal ownership and operation resolves it-
self into the homely simile of moving a burden
from one shoulder to the other.

Let us have more telephones ; let the legisla-
tion granting telephone franchises be such as to
control and ensure reasonable rates, but leave
the working or operation of such utilitics to men
whose business it is to give the best possible
service at the lowest possible cost and who do
not depend on political pull for promotion and
increase of salary.

Farmers and the Tariff.

To the Editor ‘* Farmer's Advocate
A letter by Mr. Gunn in your issuc of Aug
31st brings before us an important question—

the position of the farming community on the
tariff question. The letter is very timely, since,
as is pointed out, now, while the Tariff Com

is the

mission is conducting its investigation,
time to urge our claims. There is no doubt that
other classes who benefit by a protective tarifl
at the expense of the farming community will he
there in full force and will make their  wants
known in no uncertain tones. That being  the
case, it is certainly high time that we were tal
ing some steps to effectively present our clain:
But while T quite agree with Mr. Gunn as to the
desirability of taking action in this matter, and,
while T agree with him in some otl'wr matters, |
cannot agree with him in his main contention
viz., that we should demand a protective tarify
on wool and sheep as an offset to th RITRENR
charged on our wool and sheep entern '
United States. This has been strongly u |
some quarters, purti('ulnrl_\' by Mr. Lloyd
both in this paper and in other agricu!
iournals, but in spite of its respectable hu
T cannot help thinking that it would he a
mistake and a real injury to the farming «

Lmity to urge the adoption of such a duty
any rate. it is well to consider the pros an
whole malter before takhing action

cons of the
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There is not the slightest doubt that all of us
raisers of a few sheep, like myself, and raisers
of a large number, like Mr. Lloyd-Jones, would
like to get more for our wool and lambs, but
whether the measure proposed would effect the
desired result, without working an equal or
greater injury, is another question. It is held
that because we import some wool and some
lambs, all that is necessary is to impose an inf-
port tax against these things entering our coun-
try from the United States, and at once our
prices will take a corresponding rise. But those
who urge this show some short-sightedness and
not a little inconsistency. For instance, take
some statements made by Mr. Gunn in his letter.
He states, first, that we import wool from the
U. S.. Later, he states that in the U. S. farm-
ers got 28c. for their wool, while we only re-
ceived 15c. Put these two statements together
and we see that some fool Yankee must have
bought wool at 28c. per pound and shipped it
here where he could only get 15c. for it, making,
as we can sec at once, a very handsome profit
The thing is absurd, were it not that there is a
reasonable explanation. The wool grown here is
not of the finest quality, being the product of
Downs and Long-wools—sheep whose first purpose
is the production of mutton. It cannot compare
with the Merino of the Western U. S. ranches,
where sheep are raised whose main purpose is
the production of wool. It is this wool that is
imported, not because there is any shortage of
wool here—such as 1t is—but because the finer
quality is needed to mix with our own in the
manufacture of many fabrics. An import tax on
this wool could not raise the price of our wool
here. and could only operate to hamper the work
of our own manufacturers. The farmers of this
country have very little to hope from an import
tax on wool.

They have, however, something to fear. There
is scarcely a doubt that the imposition of a duty
on wool would be followed by a demand for
higher protection from our woollen manufactur-
eors. and this demand, under the circumstances,
would be very hard to resist. Higher protec-
tion for woollen goods would mean higher prices
for clothing, and it seems almost probable that
from this cause the farming community would
suffer to a greater extent than it Would benefit
by the increase (if any) in the price of wool re
sulting from the protective duty.

One other point brought out in Mr. Gunn’s
letter is deserving of notice. He is very anxious
to build up the sheep industry, yet he complains
because we only exact 20 per cent. duty on lambs
that are imported, not to bhe slaughtered, but to
improve our own flocks. It secems to be rather
a funny way to help the sheep industryv. to !
heavily all sheep brought into the country to 1m-
prove our own flocks.

Thare is no use deceiving oursealves. Pro-
tection cannot benefit the farmers of Canada, ex-
cept in a few very unimportant lines. The price
of the great bulk of our farm produce—the things
we raise and produce for our living—is fixed
abroad, because we are all large exporters of
these things, and no amount of protection can
raise their price here. On the other hand, we
suffer largely by protection, because the duties
on all the manufactured articles we use raise the
price of all these things brought into the coun-
trv and enable our own manufacturers to charge
a proportionately high price for their products,
hecause they are relieved, to that extent, of

foreign competition. That is so Dbecause  we
arce large importers of all these things, and
would not be possible otherwise. The farmers of

Canada, then, stand to lose all and gain nothing
by the policy of protection, and our demand,
presented before the Tarifil Commission, should be
for a general reduction of duties By demanding
protection on the few little side lines, where it
might possibly be of some henefit to us, we only
pledge ourselves to the support of an evil syvstem
and render ineffectual any resistance we might
offer to it

On one other point T can most cordially agree
with Mr. Gunn, and that is the stand he takes
on the question of the importation of shoddy
and its use in the manufacture of woollen goods
Immense quantities of this rubbish, these ‘¢ cast
clouts and rotten rags.” are used in the manu
facture of cheaper grades of cloth, to the great
mjury of the wool-raising husiness This should
he entirely prohibited Shoddy is not used he
canse by its use the manufacturers can produce
cheaper and better cloth. hat hecanse hy usinge it
they can produce a cloth that looks better than

|>l reallyv is—in fact . a hopus eloth The manu
facture of shoddy eloth is of the same nature ae
the manufacture of artificial bhatter oleomarem
e and shonld he cqually forhidden hw law. Th
Ar'y-u-r* of 1his country would do well to Press
for the ftotal proh hition of the manufacture  of
el whitely not onlyv is a swindle on the goen
1 reatiy ninres the produeors of
|
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thing we can do should be done to help that in-
dustry, but if we take pains to thoroughly under-
stand the situation, it is my belief that we must
come to the conclusion that the best way to help
this industry is in the way we have already
helped the beef and dairy and bacon induetriné,
viz., by spreading knowledge in regard to it, and
not by agitating for tariff changes which will do
as much harm as good, and will pledge us to
the support of an evil system.
Simcoe Co., Ont.

HORSES.

Classification of Horses for Show P:xr-
poses.

Any person who attends the horse ring at fall
exhibitions, or horse shows, either in the capa-
city of directpr, attendant, judge or spectator,
notices that mistakes in the classification of the
exhibts are not rare. Exhibitors, either
through carelessness or ignorance, not infrequent-
ly enter and exhibit an animal in the wrong
class. Many high-class animals are shown in a
class to which they do not belong, and while an
animal so exhibited may be more valuable than
those with which he is in company, he is out of
his class and cannot win. Occurrences of this
kind are unfortunate, and not infrequently
subject the judge to seyere and unjust criticisms.
Some claim that the prize should be given to
the most valuable animal in all cases, but this is
a very unsafe view to take. In the first place,
the animal must be shown in his proper class,
and his value must be considered wholly as re-
gards his development of the special characteris-
tics demanded in the class. For instance, in
the roadster class, where considerable speed is
demanded, the more the better, so long as the
animal has the other characteristics of his class,
viz., size, style, manners, and ability to go fast
without boots, well developed. We will s}uppose
two animals are competing, one a good-sized,
stylish, well-mannered fellow, who carries his
head well and looks well at all gaits, and can
trot, say in 2.30; the other, also of good size
and good manners, but has a common appear-
ance and a slouchy way of going when going
slowly, but can trot, say in 2.05. Now, sir,
which should win ? If we place the prize accord-
ing to market value the latter will win easily,
but as a roadster such extreme speed is not re-
quired, and it is very seldom a piece of road
sufficiently smooth  (unless the pavement, on
which no sane man will speed a horse) is found
to justify a driver in speeding him The well-
prepared race-track is the only safe place for such
speed, and then the animal requires to be fit for
racing. else it will be unsafe to allow him to gO.
The speed of the first mentioned is all, and I may
say more than is demanded in a roadster, una
as he has sufficient speed for his class and out-
classes the other in style and general appearance
—an essential in a roadster—I think he should
win, notwithstanding the fact that his competi-
tor is worth many times his value, but as a race-
horse, not as a roadster, the class under dis-
cussion In this case the animals were each in
his proper class; but in others they are not. A
man may exhibit a roadster in the carriage class
or vice versa, and, while his entry may represent
the highest market value, he should not win. In
such cases, the owner of the animal, either
through want of accurate knowledge of the char-
acteristics demanded in horses of certain classes,
or carelessness in making his entry, has entered
h.mn in the wrong class, and it is often impos-
sible to convince him that he has made a mis-
tnlw. He either cannot or will not see it ; he
considers his horse has not had justice, and in
many cases will enlarge, often in language more
expressive than polite, upon the ignorance of the
indge If exhibitors would read the prize list
carefully, and carefully consider the characteris-
ties of their horses, and then be careful to enter
them in their proper classes, conditions of this
Kind would not occur Unfortunately, there are
many good and often quite valuable animals that
do not possess the characteristics of any class in
a marked degree In other words, while useful
and valuable animals, they cannot be satisfactor-
ilv classed: hence are not show horses and should
not be exhihited Owners «i such often grumble
that there is no place for them to show. Exhi-
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hition societies cannot make classes for all types

of _hm‘w-\‘ and it would not be wise to do so. as.
wWhile an unclassed horse mayv he valuable, it .\\'ill
cenerally be found that he is of mixed breeding
and as he cannot he produced with anv degree of

certainty. it would be a mistake to encourage his
Pradnetion The aim of all exhibitions should be
to encourage the production of the recognized and
marketable  classes The classes which include

most of the horses owned and exhibited by farm
crs are the heavy draft agricultural, Et’nP}'EII‘P“"
Prasecarriace. roadster and saddle. ‘T‘ho other
hich-steppers. tandems. four-in-hand

[EENET 0

bt g require animals that, in the first
‘ "‘”" the general characteristics  of  their

il ‘} marked. and then are subjected to a
‘ of frainine  in order o develop these
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