The Asparagus.

Those who have never tried to pot
asparagus have no idea of the satis-
faction there is in possessing a few
of these dainty plants. Many flower-
ing plants are not especially beauti-
ful, except during a period of bloom.
The asparagus, whose glory is its
foliage, is beautiful at all times. It

may be placed in the same order of
usefulness with palms, ferms, rubber
plants, araucarias, umbrella plants,
and rex begonias, but, although
sométimes called ‘‘ asparagus fern,”’
it is not a fern. Neither does it re-
semble very closely in appearance the
well-known asparagus of the vege-
table garden. The color of the
foliage in all the varieties is a vivid
green. In the variety, * plumosus,””’
the leaves spread out from the
slender stems in delicate, lacelike
fronds, whose feathery divisions are
much finer than those of the most
_finely pinnatifid ferns. In asparagus
sprengeri, the foliage is not so fine,
but the branches grow very rapidly,
spreading and drooping until a veri-
table mantle of green falls about the
pot, often to a length of three or
four feet ; hence, the situation
which pleases asparagus sprengeri
best is on a bracket from which its
branches may droop at their own
sweet will. This variety also has
the advantage of being suited with
any situation, so long as the light
is good. It does not object to sun-
shine, but will grow just as well
without it in a northern window, or
in an eastern one, where it can only
get a glint of sunlight in the fore-
noon. Asparagus plumosus always
does better in a northern situation.
Asparagus will grow micely from seed.
Plant the seed in shallow boxes, and
keep the soil moist and warm. They
usually germinate in about three
weeks ; in less time if you have
taken the precaution to soak them
for three or four hours in lukewarm
water. Transplant the young plants
whén ready to small pots. and shift
from these just as soon as the roots
fill the pots. Give plenty of water,
put on some liguid manure once a
week, and keep the foliage clean by
sprinkling well every day. In the
summer, the asparagus is the better
for being rested for a while. Simply
set it in a cool, shady place, say in
June, and leave it there, giving it
very little water until August, when
it should be repotted, and its water
rations increased. Asparagus plum-
osus nanus, which has deep roots,
should, as it grows older, be shifted
to deep pots.
FLORA FERNLEAF.

«« Farmer's Advocate ' office, Lon-

don, Ont.

Androcles and the Lion.

Androcles is said to have been a Roman
glave, who fled from a cruel master and
took refuge in a cave. While there he
saw a lion approaching. He feared lest
he should be slain. But as the lion came
Androcles saw that the beast was

nearer,
limping. -He seemed to be in great pain
Androcles plucked up his courage and

took up the lion’s paw. From it he ex-

tracted a large thorn, which had caused
the flesh to [fester. The lion seemed
most grateful and showed its pleasure by

fawning upon its benefactor. The story
tells us that later, when Androcles was
taken prisoner and sent to Rome to be
delivered up to the wild heasts. a lion
was set loose to devour him ft was
thn same lion that Androcles had relieved
in hig agony The animal remem!ered
with gratitude his deliverer, and iInstead
of sprinci .+ him to devour him, he
went up i and fawned upon him
Appian claves that witnessed with
his own eyes tha scene between Androcles
and the llon in the Roman circus.

Something Each Day.

Something each day—a smile,
It is not much to give,

And the little gifts of life
Make sweet the days we live,

The world has weary hearts
That we can bless and cCheer,

And a smile for every day
Makes sunshine all the year.

Something each day—a word,
We cannot know its power ;
It grows in fruitfulness
As grows the gentle flower,
What comfort it may bring,
Where all is dark and drear,
For a kind word each day
Makes pleasant all the year.

Something each day—a thought,
Unselfish, good and true,
That aids another’s need
While we our way pursue ;
That seeks to lighten hearts,
That leads to pathways cClear ;
For a helpful thought each day
Makes happy all the year.

Something each day—a deed,
Of kindness and of goo'd,
To link in close bonds
All human brotherhood,
Oh, thus the heavenly will
We all may do while here ;
For a good deed every day
Makes blessed all the ‘ear.
—George Cooper.

The First Plowing.
By Charles G. D. Roberts.

Calls the crow from the pine-tree top
When the April air is still.

He calls to the farmer hitching his team
In the farmyard under the hill.

“ Come up,”” he cries, ‘“ come out and

come up,

For the high field's ripe to till!

Don’t wait for word from the dandelion,
Or leave from the daffodil.””

Whistles the highhole out of the grove
His summoning loud and clear :
‘“ Chilly it may be down your way,
But the high south field has cheer,
On the sunward side of the chestnut
stump
The wood-grubs wake and appear :
Come out to your plowing—come up to
your plowing—
The time for plowing is here.”

Then dips the colter and drives the share,
And the furrows faintly steam.
The crow drifts furtively down from the
pine
To follow the clanking team.
The flycatcher tumbles; the
darts
In the young noon’'s yellow gleam.
And wholesome sweet the smell of the
sod
Upturned from its winter’s dream.

highhole

Humorous.

“I'm free to admit,”” remarked Farmer
Corntossel, ‘ that I won't never git
through demandin’ more prosperity.”

““ But you are in comfortable circum-

stances. What do you mean by prosper-
ity 2’

“ There's jes’ the difficulty. It means
somethin’ different fur everybody. Etl
you've got a mortgage, ¢ prosperity’'s ’
gettin’ it paid off. Ef ye’'ve got it paid,
“ prosperity’s’ ownin’ a cabinet organ.
Ef ye've got a cabinet organ, ° prosper-
ity’'s havin’ enough to be able to trade
it in fur a grand pie-anno—an’ 8o oD,
without no limit whatsomever.”

It was at an open-air meeting in a
village near Ixcter that a well-known
speaker was holding inrth

““ Men ! ** he shouted, “ what we want
and what we are going to get is free
Jand. We want the land for the people,
Free land, men, we want, and we are
roing to have free land."”’

Just then a large plece of earth landed
on the speaker's eye, and while he was
removing the clod a voice yelled out:

“ There's a bit of Devonshire to begin

with ' "'
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For Tender Feet.

Old shoes are not all they are cracked
up to Dbe. When the Bsoles are worn
down, paper thin, there is no more pro-
lific source ‘of callous places under the
ball of the foot. Cobblestones, hot
concrete, inequalities in the pavement—
every trifling circumstance that, were the

feet well shod, would be passed un-

noticed, bruise and irritate the feet

through the thin soles. ‘
Cheap shoes are quite as bad. A cheap

gole soon gets full of humps and hollows,
or it warps, or sometimes cracks into a
deep ridge across, producing immense dis-
comfort to the foot inside. Sometimes
a good, perfectly new shoe will produce
a welt across the foot above the toes.
It may be a wrinkle in the lining, or in
the shoe itself, but the result is pretty
much the same in either case. If the
shoe store or cobbler cannot remedy the
trouble, try taking a small piece of soft
white felt, pare down the edges as thin
as possihle, and place it inside the stock-
ings over the welt.

1f a foot is aching or smarting badly
after one has walked or stood a lot, re-
lief may be obtained by plunging it for
a few minutes in hot water in which a
handful of salt has been dissolved. Then
cool the water off gradually till it is
quite cold. Moderately warm water to
which a little ammonia has been added
is also immensely restful to tired, hot
feet.

The nails of the toes stand in just as
much need of careful, systematic cutting
as do the finger nails. Some people,
you know, let them go till they wear
holes through their stockings, and then
they complain about the miserable, flimsy
way they make stockings these days.
Cut the nails twice a week regularly, and
cut them straight across, not rounding.
To allow a nail to grow long is to tempt
Providence, for it runs the risk of being
pressed into the skin, and it may take
vou weeks to overcome the pain and
trouble caused by that trifling neglect.

Advice.

Do not ‘‘ kick '’ about the weather !

It won't change conditions whether
You are satisfied or not.

If each day you find it raining,

Don’t waste any time complaining,
Just be glad it isn’t hot.

If it’s hot, try not to mind it,
Just be cheerful. You will find it
To be far the safer rule.
Fussing will not make it better.
Everybody hates a fretter.
Kicking never makes you cool.

Take what comes, and just enjoy it:
Don’t let discontent alloy it :
It’s the wisest thing to do.
Try this plan I've given thought to,
If it helps you, as it ought to,
Maybe I will try it, too.

—Somerville Journal.

Humorous.

More men than horses have heen spciled
by having too many ancestors.

Applicant—* Oi'd like a job wid ye,
sorr.”’ Foreman—‘‘ Well, T don’t know.
There isn’t much doing just at present.
I don’t think I could keep you busy.”
Applicant (reagsuringly—** Indade, sorr,
it 'ull take very little to kape me busy.”

FOUNDED 1866

TRADE TOPIC.

‘“ Economies in Dairy Farming'' is the
title of a seventy-page volume, by Ernest
Mathews, the English dairy authority,
who has tested and closely studied over
1,500 cows. The work includes an ex-
saustive discussion on the characteris-
tics of dairy cattle, with veryimany ex-
cellent illustrations of different§ types of
cows, peculiarities of the der, etc.
Country Life are the publisheré and the
{llustrations and typography fare char-
acteristic of the excellent Wpf-'k of this
splendid magazine. The selling price cf
this volume is $2, through this office.

A Woman’s Sym ﬁathy.

Are you discouraged ? Is your doc-
tor's bill a heavy financial load ? Is
your pain a heavy physical burden ? I
know what these mean to delicate women
—I have bheen discouraged, too; but
learned how to cure myself. I want to
relieve your bhurdens. Why not end the
pain and stop the doctor’s bill? I can
do this for you, and will, if you will
assist me.

All you need do is to write for a free
box of the remedy which has been placed
in my hands to be givem away. Per-
haps this one box will cure you—it has
done so for others. If so, I shall be
happy and you will be cured for 2¢c. (the
cost of a postage stamp). Your letters
held confidentially. Write to-day for my
free treatment. Mrs. F. V. CURRAH,
Windsor, Ont. om
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Excursions

—TO—
Winnipeg $30.00 | Regina - $33.75
Mowbray Moose Jaw
Deloraine 31.50 Kamsack 34.00
Souris swan River J
Brandon
Lyleton Saskatoon 35.25
Lenore l :
Miniota 32.00 Pr. Albert 36.00
Eigin J
Wawanesa Macleod - 38.00
Binscarth

algar - -

Moosomin }?2‘25 calgary #9.38
Arcola - - 32.50 Red Deer - 39.50
Estevan }33 00
Yorkton ° Strathcona 40.50

Going JUNE 28th and JULY 19th.

Returning until Aug, 29ch and Sept. 20th,
respectively.

Tickets are not good on *‘ Imperial Limited.”

Pamphlets and foll particulars trom any Canadian
Pacitic Agent, or A. H. Notman, Toronto,

WOODSIDE FARM

Southdown
Sheep

o Write for what you want to
JOHN JACKSON, Abingdon,

/ " Earn a Bicycle

ttki:g orders from sample wheel fur-
nish

Ontario.

by us. We want an Active
each town. Large profits.

) odels
(¥ AMCoaster Brakes, Hedgethorne Puncture
1“0“ Iproof Tires and best equipment.

Rl S e S to $

00d as new
reat Factory Clearing Sale ab
half factory cost.

sit, and allow TEN DAYS F

on every bicycle. Any wheel not satis-
factory returned at our expense. Write at oneefot
ecial offer. AUTOMOBILES,
nchlnes.ﬂundries‘ew.,ha(f usual p

and our
» SBewin

Teacher—'* Have anlmals a capacity for
affection ? '

Class—‘‘ Yes, nearly all.”

Teacher—‘‘ Now, what animal possesses
the greatest attachment for man ? "

Little Girl—“ Woman ! "’

kindly mentwn the FARMERS ADVOCATE
3 ‘i.‘mw'!‘,,\\‘.’!i‘-*’r‘ﬁim N_,W
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MEAD CYC

You might as well turn your
|abor into money as lose it.

Do you know that three barrels of
Bordeaux mixture, costing 26c., and
8c. worth of Paris Green, at a total
cost of 34c. each barrel, through &
SPRAMOTOR, will prevent both
the blight and bugs, and change

our yield from practically nothing
in a bad year to 400 bushels per
acre ? Full particulars free.

SPRAMOTOR CO.,

68-70 King St,, London, Ont,

m":a"‘w&- 78¢0 $17

500 Second-Hand
All Makes & Models, s 3t 8

We Ship on Approval wmﬁgﬂ >

i AR ER e el e e s B

@ L ™D ™ A ) e et N e

- )

[ i - ]




