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Socialism is very much in the air. Moreover, the unequalled 
and wonderful fluency of Socialist speakers ensures that it will 
remain there throughout our little day. If it did not lie with 
the Scotch Liberal Whip to “ improve ’’ the Cockermouth 
incident, and the psychological moment had not arrived for the 
declaration “ Socialism—that is the enemy ! ’’ or the preaching 
of a new crusade, there can he no question that he stumbled 
upon a subject of the first interest. How soon it will descend 
to the mundane region of practical politics is a matter of con
siderable uncertainty, depending upon many more consider 
tions than can even be hinted at here.

Like ordinary mortals, a Ministerial Whip is insensibly 
affected by his environment, and there is little that is surpris
ing in the circumstance that hon. gentlemen, still acutely alive 
to the difficulty of obtaining a seat and keeping it, should have 
confided to the Master of Elibank that three-cornered contests 
were not at all to their liking and should be deprecated in the 
common interest. And who shall blame the Scottish 
members if, remembering that they were addressing, in the 
person of their Whip, a politician with a past, they pointedly 
moralised on the folly of backing Socialist “wreckers" and 
painted red the lurid possibilities, personal, party, and Parlia
mentary, of another Lanarkshire imprudence? Quite a 
number of excellent people who, by preference—and doubtless 
with some justification in successful application to more 
remunerative interests—do their political thinking by deputy, 
have Socialism very much upon their nerves just now. The 
Countess of Warwick, addressing the Social Democratic 
Federation at Liverpool, said “the enormous success of the 
Labour Party at the General Election ” had “ thrown people 
of her own class into a panic.” Lady Warwick pays her 
“ comrades ’’ a pretty compliment in that highest form of 
flattery, the imitation of their tendency to exaggeration. Hut 
there would really be no feeling for justice in nature if the 
normally indifferent were not penalised to this slight extent for 
their refusal to observe for themselves what is really happening


