THE BLUENOSE.
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On Making Halifax A Great Port ‘¢ ¢ g
¢ ¥ ¢ And A Great Manufacturing Centre.

The Bluenose's suggestions regarding
the formation of committees, or the re-
organization of existing cues, to grapple
In most intense earnest with problems
concerning the port business and manu-
facturing industry of Halifax, have been
received with approval by business men.
In a conversation with Mr. George 8.
Campbell, of F. D, Corbett & Co., the
other day, that gentleman spoke very
Wwarmly to The Bluenose in commenda-
tion of the ideas set forth in 1 p artis
¢les of the 17th and 24th ult. dealing with
the “Whistle of the Hong Kong Train,”
and “Halifax as a Manufacturing Point **
At the same time Mr. Campbell reh: arsed
some of the history of past efforts and
the discouragements encountered thereln,
remarking also upon the difficiities that
will be encountered when nev efforts are
made.  Despite the difficult.es, however,
both Mr, Campbell and The Bluenose
fgree, the effort is wor.h making, and
the greater these difficulties, the greater
Halitax's triumph, For we must  trie
umph.

In discussing difficulties The Bluenose
doesn’t wish to scare its readers. We
may as well be honest with ourselves
at the start, and recognize that the
task ahead of us is very ditticult if we
are to make Halifax a great port and
# greal manufacturing centre. Y. we
should be happy to think that the task
Is difficult. No warrior rejoices in the
fact that his enemy is easy game. He
wants sometbing that will test his mete
tle. The man who wishes to become a
strong man physically, mentally or mor-
ally, doesn't deplore the fact that the
way to such a goal is difficult. He
takes satsfactiom in the fact that h» g
overcoming difficulties. It's disciplize,
Doing things In spite’ of obstacles is acs
Quiring strength. That makes character.
8o, If we are going to make Halifax
great, the way lies over difficultics, ana
we should take satisfaction therein
When we have overcome the « .ficul
Ues (as we must and shall If we are
varnest enough and have sufficient force
of character), we will be able to hold
the position, for we will have learned
in the struggle some of the great les-
8sons of advancement that can only bz
learned in the school of experience.

In going into the question of port busi-
ness, there arise numerous little things
that must be straightened out. Thes:
are frequently ramifications of great
things, whose accomplishment depends
upon the disposal of the former. For
instance, take the question of the Inter-
colonial Railway. 1t Is the poople's
rallway, and there are interests to be
considered all the way from here to
Montreal that clash more or less with
one another and' with the interests of
Halifax. This was tllustrated in Mr,
Harrls' fruitless efforts a few years ago
to put the I. C. R. on the same footing
as roads operated by private corpora-
tons.  Political influences in a govern-
ment rallway In Canada are antagonistic
both to the true success of the road, and,
perhaps, the greatest good of the coun-
try. This obtains not alone in the ad-
Justment of rates, but in the service of
the rallway. A government rallway will
calmly submit to incompetence in fits
officers that a private oconcern would
never stand. We do not mean to say
that the I C. R. officlals as a whole
are incompetent, for that would not be
stating the truth. Yet it will likely be
found that there are several among the

number.  And even if there were onty
one, that one would be sufficie.! to
throw the whole machine out of working
order. A committee that will take up
the I C. R. as a subject for investig
Hon will find that there are many things
to be corrected there before the best
interests of the port can be conservad,
And they will find that it will be an up-
hill fight to have these things correcte
ed. And probably the greatest diffi-
culty in the way will be the political
prejudice arl political influence, But
the committee would have to mak - up
its mind that there must be no political
blas in its movements. That woull be
disastrous. The minute that its meme
bers commence to be Liberals and Cone
servatives, and ccase to be Haligoniane,
then the whole thing will be spoiled,

It is felt by most business men in this
city that the true solution to our diri
culties consists in bringing the C. P, R,
into Halifax. It is not the genoral dee
sire to hand over the Intercolonial to
that corporation But everyone would
desire to see an equitable arrangement
made whereby the C. P. R. migh come
into this city and erect terminals here,
It would be the quickest solution to the
Fast Line préblem. If the C. P. R.
could build such terminals with abso«
lute security, knowing that there would
be no possibility of a hitch r sulting
from a misunderstanding with the gov-
ernment, we would quickly have a fast
line of steamers between Halifax and
the o!d country, for such would be a
logical and necessary extension of their
service, Now it will not be an easy
thing to secure the C. P. R., not because
that ruilway is not willing to comd to
Halifax, but because the ownership of
the I. C. R. by the people stands in the
way. The same thing holds true re-
specting the Grand Trunk or any other
£reat line whose rails run away into the
fruitful West. But because of the very
difticulty there is need for strong effort,
more thcught, more diligent collection of
dita and greater expenditure of energy
In making the same effective 1f the
Introduction of the C. P. R. to Hlifax
on  just terms would benefit Halifax
we ought to have it. If we ought to
have it, it is time to make an effort in
that direction. The sooner the better,

Having considered one of our propo«
sitions, let us turn to the other fora
moment or two. It is to be recognized
that important as is the question of de-
veloping Halifax as a port, it is also
important that we should develop the
city as a manufacturing centre. Busi-
ness men agree on this point, though
there is some dispute as to the possi-
bility of developing manufacturing tc
Any great extent. Some think that pub-
lic interest will not aid matters if pri-
vate enterprise does not take hold nat-
urally and on business principles. Yet
there is this to be taken into considera-
tion (and most people will admit that
it is 80), much good can be accomplish-
ed by gathering together all the informa-
tion possible to prove that Hal.fax is
an advantageous point for the manu-
facturer to select as a field for his
enterprise, and by learning what influ-
ences prevent Halifax from being such,
and preparing measures that will lead
to their removal. After discussing a
point  regarding the latter division of
such a committee’s work, all will take
up our point in favor of Halifax as a
manufacturing centre.

In last issue we suggestcd taxue
tion as a matter that would admit ~f
some  investigation in  order to learn
Whether we cannot do something o «n-
Courage manufacturing by reforms in
this department of civie management. It
is considere! Ly most business m ‘n that
the weakest point Halifax has to show
to the manufacturer who might conside
the teasibility of locating here is thls
Very question of taxation. [Indecd, one
manufacturer told The Bluenose—we are
now speaking of one who has o large
factory in this city, employing 30 hands
*~that he would enlarge his factory so
as to double uis output, were it not for
the fact that Ne ass.ssois woula comy
Yound and think he was getting too prose
perous, Our system of taxation seems
t put a premium on disregard for ape
pearances and to encourage lack of pro=
gressiveness, The man who improves
his store and makes himself a credit
to the city has to pay for the privilege,
‘Lhe other man escapes the tax gatherer,
But this is going over old ground. It
has been long recognized that our syse
tem of taxation fails (, m.et wu. greate
St neels. This principle was so recog-
fiized not long ago that an attempt was
made to revise the iaw that it might
oOperate with better results. ‘fae hise
tory of that attempt is well known.
This immediately presents unother diffie
culty.  How are we going to be more
successiul with another attempt? The
committee that would take such a mat-
ter in hand must not lack courage an-
determination.  If after framing a law
that would answer all tests it finds it
unfavorabiy received by the City Coun-
cil and Provincial Legislature, then it
should gud on its strength and fight—
fight untii the justice of their cause is
yecognized and we succced in having
system ol taxation that will be an ens
couragement to the manufacturer instead
of a discourag ,

Atter lookiug upon the discouraging
side of this question, let us turn to
something more encouraging. If we
have things that operate against us and
are hard to correct, we have also things
that gperate in our favor. For instance,
the cost of power.  Manufactur.rs may
not be aware that Halifax offers  the
best inducements in the province in the
matter of cheap power. This power is
gas. The advantages attending manu-
lacturing within city limits are many,
but the expense of fitting up an extensive
fieam plant with all the necessary ac-
‘tompanying boilers, not o mention the
dilticulties that offer in endeavoring to
secure a property in the cliy for this
purpose, deter mnnumcluruls l'rom
sidering the question. To illustrate the
cheapness of 84S as power, a manufac-
lurer in Halifax is operating a plant re-
quiring about cight horse-power  with
gas engine; the average run of engine
is twelve hours per day, working at full
load, ut an average cost of $12 per
month, or $14 per year. This figure
covers all cost of running. Formerly
this manufacturer operated his factory
by steam, His annual bill for coal
averaged $285. To this was added fir~.
man's whges, per year, $600, and sund:y
wear and tear expens:cs, such as atten-
tion to boiler, repairing and keeping 1n
order and removing grates, heside
the trouble and expense in connection
with storing coal and disposing  of




