
THE BLUENOSB. 7On Making Halifax A Great Port 
^ ^ ^ And A Great Ma.nufa.cturing Centre.
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The Bluenoev’n suggestions number, 
one, that

regarding
the formation of committnee, or the re­
organization of existing one», to grapple 
In most intense

And even If there 
one would be auffldei.t to 

throw the whole machine out of working 
order, a committee that will take up 
the I. C. R. <18 a subject for investigi- 
Hon will find that there are many things 
to be corrected there before the best 
Interests of the port can be conserved. 
And they will find that It will be 
hill light to have these things

And probably the greatest diffi­
culty In the way will 1*. the political 
prejudice at.J political Influence, 
the committee would have to miik- up 
Us mind that there must be no political 
bias In Its movements, 
disastrous.

1 n lust Issjewere onty We suggest d taxa­
tion as a matter that would admit t 
«orne Investigation In order to learu 
Whether we cannot do something u> uv 
courage munulauturing by reforms in 
this depar'ment of civic management. It 
is considered by most business m.-n that 
the weakest point Halifax has to show 
to the manufacturer who might conside- 
ihe feasibility of locating here Is this 
very question of taxation.

earnest with problems 
concerning the port buslmss ami manu­
facturing industry of Halifax, have been 
received with approval by business men. 
lri a conversation with Mr. George 8. 
Campbell, of F. D. Corbett & Co., the 
other day, that gentleman spoke very 
warmly to The Bluenoee In commenda- 
Hon of the Ideas set forth in f-e artl- 
dee of the 17th and 2*th ult. dealing with 
the "Whistle of the Hong Kong Train." 
and "Halifax as a Manufacturing Point** 
At the same time Mr. Campbell reh-ar^ed 
some of the history of past effort, and 
the discouragements encountered therein, 
remarking also upon the dlffic.itles that 
will be encountered when nev efforts are 
made. Despite the dlfflcul'.es, however, 
both Mr. Campbell and 
agree, the effort is worth making, and 
the greater theee difficulties, the greater 
Halifax s triumph. For we must tri­
umph.

In discussing difficulties The BJuenoee 
tioesn t wish to scare its readers, 
may as well be honest with 
at the start, and recognize 
task ahead of us Is very difficult If we 
are to make Halifax

:

1

correct-
• <1

Indeed, one 
mumafactuier told The Bluenost-we are 
now spiaklng of one who has ;t large 
lactory in this city, employin, 300 hands 
•-that he would enlarge his factory so 
us to double iiis output, were it not for 
the fact that fTîe

But

That woulil be 
The minute that Its 

bers commence to be Liberals 
servatives, and

ass.ssois woul.i corny 
sound and think he was getting too pros- 

Our system of taxation seems 
to put a premium on disregard for ap­
peal anevs and to encourage lack of pro- 
gi essiveness. The man who improves 
his store and makes himself

and Con- 
<•< ase to lie Haligonians, 

then the whole thing will he spoiled.
It Is felt by most business men in this 

rity that the true solution to our dlffl 
eultles consists In bringing the C. P. R. 
Into Halifax. It is not the gen. ral de- 
«Ire to hand over the Intercolonial to 
that corporation. But everyone would 
desire to see an equitable arrangement 
made whereby the C. P. R. migh 
Into this city and erect terminals here. 
It would be the quickest solution to the 
Fast Line problem.
could build such terminals with abso- 
lute security, knowing that there would 
be no possibility 0f a hitch r suiting 
from a misunderstanding with the gov- 
uniment, we would quickly have a fast 
line of steamers between Halifax and 
the old country, for such would 
logical and necessary extension of thrir 
service.

pc roue.

rhe Bluenose

a credit
to the city has to pay for the pr.vilege. 
ilu othti man escapes the lax gatherer. 
But this is going over old ground, 
has been Ion

It
ng recognised that our sys- 

come <em of taxation falls u, m.et ou. gnat.
This principle was so r 

mzed not long ago that an attempt 
maue to revise the .aw that It might 
operate with better results, 
lory of that attempt is well known. 
This immediately presents another diffi­
culty.

We 
ourselves <st neeûs.
that the

If the C. P. R.
a great port and 

« great manufacturing centre. y.,t we 
should be happy to think that the 
Is difficult.

'i.ie his-
task

No warrior rejoices in the 
fact that his enemy Is easy game, 
wants something that will test his

How arc we going to be more 
succeesiu 1 whh another attempt? 
committee that would take such 
ter In hand must not lack 
determination.

He
Themv met.

lhe man who wishes to become a 
strong man physically, mentally .,r mor­
ally, doesn't deplore the fact that the 
way to such a goal is difficult. He
takes satisfaction In the fact that lie

It's disclpU:n.
Lkdng things in spite'of obstacles 
qulring strength. That makes character, 
tio, if we are going to make Halifax 
great, the way lies over difficulties, 
we should
When we have overcome the 
ties (as we must and shall If 
earnest enough and have sufficient force 
of character), we will be able to hold 
the position, for we will have learned 
in the struggle some of the great les­
sons of advancement that can only b- 
learned in the school of experience.

In going Into the question of port busi­
ness, there arise numerous little things 
that must be straightened out. Thés» 
are frequently ramifications of great 
things, whose accomplishment depends 
upon the disposal of the former. 
instance, take the question of the Inter­
colonial Railway. it is the p.oplo'u 
railway, and there are Interests to ho 
considered all the way from here to 
Montreal that clash 
one another and' with the Interests of 
Halifax. This was illustrated in Mr. 
Harris' fruitless efforts a few years ago 
to put the I. C. R. on the same footing 
as roads operated by private

lie.
courage an-I 

If after framing a lawNow It will not be that would answer allan easy
thing to secure the C. P. R.. not because 
that railway Is not willing to comè to 
Halifax, but because the ownership of 
the I. C. R. by the people stands In tho

tests it finds it 
unfavorably received by the city Couiv 
cli and Provincial Legislature, then it 
should gud on Us strength and fights 
hghi until the Justice of their 
“cognised and we succ.ed in having .. 
system ot taxation that will be 
couramment to the manufacturer instead 
of a dlscourag 

Alter looking 
«idc of this 
something 
have things that

overcoming difficulties.

cause isThe same thing holds true re­
specting the Grand Trunk or any other 
great line whose rails run away Into the 

Hut because of the very 
difllculty there is need for strong effort, 
more thought, mbre diligent collection jf 
data and greater expenditure of 
In making the same effective. 
Introduction of the C. P. R. to H illfax 
on just t.rms would benefit Halifax, 
we ought to have it. 
have It, it Is time to make an effort tn 
that direction.

take satisfaction therein
u .ficul

fruitful West.

upon the discouraging 
question, kt us turn toenergy 

If tl.o encouraging, 
operate against us and 

are hard to correct, we have also things 
Ihui operate In our (avor. 1’or Instance 
Ihv coat of power. Manufacturers may 
not be aware that Halifax offers the 
best Inducements In the province In the 
matter of cheap power. This power Is 

The advantages attending 
laclurlng within city limits 
but the expense of fitting 
meant plant with all the necessary ac- 
■ oinpanymg hollers, not t„ mention the 
umioulttes that offer endeavoring 
secure a property l„ the cl.y for this 
purpose, deter manufacturers from 
sidering the question. To Illustrate the 
-heapness of gas as power, a manufac- 
nmrf " H,a 1,1 18 uPrmting a plant re­
quiring about ,ight horsepower with 
gas engine; lhe average tun of engine 
is twelve hours per day, working 
load, at an 
month, or $H4 
covers all cost of running, 
this manufacturer 
by steam.

If we ought to

The sooner the* better.
Having considered one of our propo*

Mitions, let us turn to the other for a gas. 
moment or two.
that important as Is the question of de- 

For veloptng Halifax as a port, it Is also 
Important that we should develop tho 
city us a manufacturing centre. Busi­
ness men agree on this point, though 
there is some dispute as to the possi­
bility of developing manufacturing t( 
any great extent. Some think that pub­
lic interest will not aid matters If pri­
vate enterprise does not take hold nat­
urally and on business principles. Yet 
there Is this to he taken Into considera­
tion (and most people will admit that 
It Is so), much good can be accomplish­
ed by gathering together all the Informa­
tion possible to prove that Hal.fax 1* 
an advantageous point for the manu­
facturer to select as a field, for his 
enterprise, and by learning whnt Influ­
ences pievent Halifax from being such, 
and preparing measures that will lead 
to their removal. After discussing a 
point regarding the latter division of 
such a committee's work, all will take 
up our point In favor of Halifax as s 
manufacturing centre.

are many, 
up an extensive

It Is to be recognised

t

more or less with

corpora- 
a govern-Polltlcal influences in 

ment railway In Canada are antagonistic 
both to the true success of the road, and, 
perhaps, the greatest good of the

at full
average cost of $12 per 

This figure 
Formerly 

operated his factory 
His annual bill for 

To this was added fir*

coun-
Tbls obtains not alone In the ad­

justment of rates, but In the service of 
the railway. A government railway will 
calmly submit to Incompetence In Its 
officers that a private concern would 
never stand. We do not mean to say 
that the I. C. R. officials as a whole 
are Incompetent, for that would not be 
stating the truth. Yet It will likely be 
found that there are several among the

try.

averaged $235. 
man's ahges, per year, $500, and sundry 
weer and tear eJtp.nate, such as atten­
tion to boiler, repairing and 
order and keeping it*

. removing grates, beside n 
lhe trouble and 
with storing coal 
ashes.

expense In connection 
and disposing of

a


