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itants as the whole of North America. About
three-fourth-s of the people are J/indoos, who wor-
ship an imaginary god called JJra/ma. They also
worship the lliver Ganges, and pilgrims travel long
distances to l>atli(> in its waters.

700. The Hindoos are divided into four cla-sses nf rliff. .
ranks. These classes do not internnury eUtle h nassociate with each other; and one .nnst 'ai; ys r
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70.3. Calcutta, the capital of India, is a great conMnerci.!city, situated o„ the Inv.-I.-.nd. „«:u- t!u- n>nuti !^^,1
'
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Calcutta by railway. Madras is a large city o„ the east coast

.04. Benares is a sacred city of the Hin-
(loos, containint; over one tliousand idoi
temp 03. It in visited every year by crowds
of pilgrim.s, many of whom come hero to
rile, lliere are also many sacred bulls and
monlteys in tho city, which the people re-
gard with great reverence. Delhi andLucknow are large and noted cities.

705. The Island of Ceylon is

a part of Briti.sh India. It

l)roiluces all kinds of .spices; and
m its dcns(! forests are many
elephants, lion.s, and tigers. This
island is also noted for its costly

gems and for the pearl lisheries

on its coast.

BURMAH, SIAM, AND
ANAM.

706. These countries, situated
in the south-east of Asia, have
a hot, moist climate, and a very
luxuriant vegetation. The pro-

ducts are rice (wiiicli is the chief food of the people),
cotton, indigo, various spices, tea, sugar, and'
toliacco.

707. In the dense forests are .sandal-wood, ro.se-

wood, and many kinds of palms. India-rubber,

J

gutta-percha, and varnish are made from the gum
I

of certain forest trees. The bamboo is usc.l by

j

the natives for many useful purposes.

,
708. Aniong the wiM anin.als are the elephant, rhinocen.s,

!
tiger, buff.do, and monkey.

I
709. The people are nearly all i.lolaters, and the

I

idol temples are the finest buildings in the country.
Missionaries from our own and other countries are
trying to teacli these people the religion of the
Bible.

710. Slam is tlin inncit im|H,rtaiit nf fh^.p r.,„„tn,.s The
iiihal.it,ints live chiefly al.mg the v,illey of the Meinam. ' Thev

'

have customs which would appear excee.lingly strange to us.In tho presence of the king .:very one must lie flat on his

li


