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and thos= b«t able to appreciate the minister',
peculiar sensibility, and the wonderful operation
of h,s sp,rit upon the body,_ whispered their
behef, that the awful symbol was the effect of the -.
ever-act,ve tooth of remorse, gnawing from the

'^

.nmost heart outwardly, and at last manifesting
Heaven s dreadful judgment by the visible pres-
ence of the letter. The reader may chooseamong these theories. We have thrown all the

would gladly, now that it has done its office
erase ,ts deep print out of our own brain

; where
long meditation has fixed it in very undesirable
distinctness.

It is singular, nevertheless, that certain per-
sons, who were spectators of the whole scene, and
professed never once to have removed their eyesfrom the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale, denied that
here was any mark whatever on his breast, more
than on a new-born infant's. Neither, by their
report, had his dying words acknr ledged nor
even remotely implied, any, the slightest connec-
tion, on his part, with the guilt for which Hester
Prynne had so long worn the scarlet letter.
According to these highly respectable witnesses,
the minister, conscious that he was dying,— con-
scious, abo, that the reverence of the multitude
placed him already among saints and angels,- ^ vx W^
had desired, by yielding up his breath in the arms

^^


