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our contest with them for Xorth America we must
remember that we won by only a neck. They
represented no common race, but one without a
peer for ages in the history of Europe and of

civilisation ; their est were the flower of chivalry,

and their mother tongue was the favourite instru-

ment of elegance and culture. Strong attachment
to their origin, faith, and history were, therefore, to
be expected.

Their number at this period was about seventy
thousand. Under the British regime they found
unexpected libei-ty and good treatment, and as the
circumstances of incoming immigration have been
such as to leave them alone for the most part, at
least in the rural districts, they have grown up
alone, until recent years, retaining their language
and developing their own life.

Their numbers to-day in the Province of Quebec
are about 1,300,000, while considerable groups are
scattered through the Easteni States and the other
provinr of Canada. They comprise about 25 per
cent, oi i-ne total population.

A racial hope of one day forming a separate
French Catholic State was strongly cherished
amongst them until recently, and is still a dream of
exaltea. At the present time it is restricted by most
of their leaders to the sensible hope of occupying a
position of respect and influence in the Dominion.
Under the Fi neh regime they had no literature,

because no press and no educated men, except a few
priests and officiak from France. Interesting
journals of military service and those of discoverers
and various memorials there were. Innumerable


