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CASTRATION AND DOCKING.
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One proiiiiiu'iit writer im iinriniltiirnl topit-s lias I'liiiriU'lcrlzcd tlic fiiiluro to

fiistrntf iiiiili' limilis iis " tlie (.n-c:it iicsjlcct " in slicrp liiislmniliy. 'riicri' is im dimht thut

tliis iic)rlif«'n<i' luis liccn ii (Iccidcil tlrnwluK k t" tin- projrriss of tin- -hirii imliistry in

('nnndii. Fiirnu'i-s who are i'iic;iKi<l in rni-in}; liorscs dd not for one monic^nt itcin-

pliitt" li'ilvinK ill! nndc otTsprin-r entire. N'or do ciittlenien for>ret to cantrute Indl ealvcs,

unless they are intended for hretdini; i.iiri)oses. IIoj; raiser- have realized that it is

neeessary to inisex their grade hoars and some even deprive the fenndes (I their

ovaries, iu order to insure the lu-t gains in weight. There is no justitiahle reason why

sheep raisers shouhl he so eare'.ess in this regard. Xi-vertheless. eohl faets demon-

strate that, unfortunately, eniasculation of grade rams is not practised to the extent

it should he. Why castration slmnhl he neglected in this class of live stock is diffi-

cult to iniderstand. Proliahly the greater docility of the rnm compared with the bidl

or stallion nniy afford an explanation. The ram will not hreal< down fences ns will

the stallion, nor gore nttendants to death as the hull. Dire calamities always impress

people. It sho\dd not he necessary-, however, for deaths to occur hefore warnings are

heedeil. Fortuinitely for mankind, rams are not so fcrocioiis as hulls. Tf they were,

imagine the continual danger which would be the result of the number of entire

rams which are to ho found in every district where sheep are raised.

Docking is also neglected to fully as prreat a degree ns castration. Both sexes

should be docked. The main nrgument against the docking of horses is that the

natural means of fly protection is destroyed. In the case of sheep, this argument

cannot be raised, because the tail is so heavy as to prevent switchinff and, tnoTeover,
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