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for solitary confinement? With buttresses at
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in that secret enclosure. °

In spite of its dismal seclusion the garden wasvery lovable, because it was very old, with m^sand lichen growing on its ones, and because itswalks were invaded by grass between the box-
edges; a jet of ter danced in a marble basin ofantique fashion, _nd it had a little kiosque, much
the worse for time to dream in under the shade
of the gnarled and knotted planes crowded with
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spirit, a soul breathed into it little by little in the
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This morning four or five men, beardless
negroes, were there in their shirt-sleeves, working
at the preparations for the great event of t^morrow, one stretching an awning between the
trees, another spreading splendid Asiatic rugs onthe ground. Catching sight of the girl at thewindow, they greeted her with a twinkle of theeye full of covert meaning, and a Good day '

atonce familiar and respectful, which by an effort
she returned with a frank smile, not at all scaredby their gaze

; till suddenly she started back indismay at the aspect of a young peasant with a
fair moustache, who came in loaded with baskets


