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oould also obtain.apcommodation,.lot-at~tho-usual first-plass hotel rates.

5o
Its groat

main diningroom is magnificent. A smaller one, wherein tho Rotray Club and similar or-

ganizations hold their poriodical luncheons and dinners, 1s‘air-oonditionad, as also are
the more expensive sloeping and rosidential apartmonts; its room sorvice was oxoruesio-
tingly slow, its sorvants slack and indifferont, for until the Japs took over, ovory

omployeo in tho placo, from managor %o poge-boy, was oither a relativo, a friond, or

friond-of-a-friend, of some looal porsonago having political pull. For sycophanoy haod

bocome a ourso in tho Islands over since Amorica handod over governmontal control from

its own hands to thoso of tho Filipinos thomselvos.

To orown this proud odifico, & luxurious pent=housc was ndded somo yoors

ago, ospecially for the accommodation of General Moarthur, sommonder-in-schiof of tho
Philippines Army, and thoroin tho Genoral and his family livod, ront freo, until tho
outbrock of tho Pacifio wor.

‘ I found in tho Manila Hotol quite a fow old acquaintencos, most of thom from
tho Chino Coast, all waiting anxiously for stoamors to take them away - %o Amorica,
Australin, India, South Africa - anywhoro outsido the radius of the ooming war. Othors
wore bound, not from, but to China, business men and Sonsular officials returning to

thoir posts from homo-loave, and journnlists keon on tho scont of war news.

LANDED -~ AND STRANDED.

In tho first wook of Dooomﬁor tho "Prosident Madison" and "Presidont
Harrison" arrivod, both crowdod with iAmoricen Merines from Shanghai - some 800 of thom =
cend with civilian mon, womon and childron, mainly British. Mos% of theso pooplo had.
boen shippod out of China with Consular assistance, and so were ill-provided in tho mat-
tor of funmds for their futuro noods.

hftor landing tho Marines on tho 'impregnablo' island-fortross, Corrogidor,
and dumping tho oivilians ashoro in Manila{ tho "Madison" sailed for Singaporo with hor
now oargo of military supplios cnd mon, and tho "Harrison" turned baock in her tracks to
-go north again, for tho purpose of bringing down some 400 moro Americen Marinos who ware
stationod in Poking, Tiontsin, and Chingangtao. Whothor the "Madison" ever roachod
Singapore I do not know, last nows roceived from her in Manila ooming from North Borneo

whilst on routo for that port. Since my roturn to Canada I have learnod thet ultimetoly

sho arrived in Sen Franoisco with absolutoly ompty holds, Tho "Harrison" wes capturod

by the Japanose Navy and hor ocaptain and orow aro now intorned in Shanghai. The Marines

sho was sont to rescuo, but nevor roachod, are likewiso in Jap hends in China.
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