
Enjoying Downtown Halifax Just Got Easier & Safer
Sponsored by:Check out one of the 

many Downtown Des­
ignated Driver Estab­

lishments and socialize 
with you friends as you 

designate.
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Identify yourself as a 
Designated Driver for your 

group and receive: CSDA
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Unlimited supply of 
tap water Check oui a complete listing of 

participating bars the third 
Thursday of each month in The
Chronicle-Herald

* This is an after dark program.
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wordsThem's fightin'
What Trade Organization?
BY HILARY J. WHITE jargon, and name-calling, is simply 

— what can wc do about it? It is 
understandable that people arc go­
ing to he intimidated by the scale 
of the questions. These are issues 
that seem to fall outside the purview 
of the ordinary citizen.

We have elections for this 
kind of thing. We vote competent 
people into office, people with de­
grees in international trade law and 
economics to deal with the really 
big stuff so we can get on with out­
lives in some semblance of peace.

The rally I went to on Satur­
day failed to make me feel more 
empowered. It failed to inform me. 
It failed even to rile me up into a 
fightin’ mood. I could not take the 
Grannies seriously. From the 
panelists, I had only the impression 
that they were as much out of their 
depth as I was. A great deal was said 
about the evil powers of oppression 
and economic tyranny, about whose 
fault it all is. Scary words like lay­
offs, sweatshop, and wage-slave 
were thrown out.

But 1 went away feeling apa­
thetic, thinking what the hell can I 
do about it? I was not impressed 
with the ability of the people there 
to make any meaningful impact on 
the decisions of the trade negotia­
tors, to make me feel like trying to 
do so, or even to really let me know 
what was going on.

I was not inspired to try to do 
anything until 1 set about inform­
ing myself. I will now be following 
the week long negotiations. 1 will 
he reading everything I can about 
what is going on in Seattle. 1 will 
listen to the news. I will get on the 
internet and look up the sites of the 
WTO, the federal NDP, the Coun­
cil of Canadians, the World Coun­
cil of Churches. I might write some 
letters to the MP of my choice.

I will, in other words, do the 
things that arc required of a well- 
informed ci i/.en. It is now that cool 
heads and clear information is most 
needed. This is indeed some really 
important stuff. But I don't think I 
will be going to any more rallies.

And still I wondered, after an 
hour or so, what the WTO is and 
how it affects women. I realized al­
ter a very rousing speech from the 
representative of the Canadian 
Postal Workers Union, that if I 
wanted the actual facts, I was go­
ing to have to look elsewhere. It 
seemed, however, if I wanted to

The poor will forever be with 
us. The downtrodden, the victim­
ized, the oppressed, those for whom 
the system just doesn’t work. We 
know this — it is a fact.

But the question that no-one 
seems willing to ask is how do these 
‘poor’ get into that condition? Who 
does the victimizing, oppressing 
and treading-down? Whose fault is 
it? This weekend 1 went to a...well, 
I hesitate to call it a conference, 
maybe, "rally’ would be a better 
word. Sponsored by a group of ac­
tivist organizations, ostensibly 
about the effects of the agenda of 
the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) on women. The WTO is 
meeting, as we speak, in Seattle to 
work out the agenda for interna­
tional trade, just in time for the new 
millennium.
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have my emotions riled up into a 
fightin’ mood, I was in the right 
place.

I have since learned that the 
decisions being made by the WTO 
and by its national backers will have 
some extremely far reaching effects 
on all of our lives. The organizations 
which have expressed their serious 
concern are all groups which work 
to uphold the rights and freedoms 
not only of individual citizens but 
of whole sovereign nations. There 
are fears that the current trend to­
wards ‘globalization’ of world trade 
will erode the rights of a nation-state 
to protect its domestic markets, its 
natural resources, its ability to pro­
tect the rights of its working and 
unemployed citizens, even its right 
to enact binding legislation and its 
very sovereignty. These arc some 
very serious complaints and they are 
being made by a surprisingly broad 
range of groups.

Forming the front lines are 
religious groups, anti-poverty or­
ganizations, trade unions, and en­
vironmentalists. But they are being 
joined recently by people who have 
more traditionally been associated 
with the ‘Right Wing’.

The threat that is perceived by 
these people, and increasingly, by 
members of government, is the 
breakdown of the rights of smaller, 
less powerful nations (like Canada), 
to protect themselves from the 
steamroller effect of the playing 
field of free trade.

Obviously there is real cause 
for alarm. We have seen the effects 
on our nation of the first Free Trade

5/ 1 went to the meeting not re­
ally knowing what to expect. 1 
didn’t know what the WTO was, 
where it came from or what its 'Big 
Plan' is for all of our futures. And if 
I only had to go on what I learned 
at the meeting on Saturday, I would 
still be in the dark. I listened duti­
fully to the Raging Grannies sing 
some tunes, a guest speaker read 
some feminist poetry, and a very 
serious woman talk about the tragic- 
situation in Honduras after the ter­
rible effects of Hurricane Mitch.

Some web sites for those who care to get informed:
— www.wto.org Official pronouncements from them to us.
—www.citizen.org Whose trade Organization? by Lori Wallach and 
Michelle Sforza, with a forward by Ralph Nader.
—www.policyalternatives.ca A citizen's guide to the World trade 
Organization
—www.clc-ctc.ca Canadian Labour Congress
—www.icftu.org International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
(the other kind of free trade)
—www.parl.gc.ca All of our elected federal ministers, if you feel like 
making a fuss

Agreement (FTA) and of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA).

The question that seems to be 
getting lost in all the emotionalism.
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Downtown Designated Driver Establishments

Boomers Lounge, 1725 Grafton St.
Breakers Billiards Club, 1661 Argyle St.
Cheers Lounge, 1743 Grafton St.
Dooley’s, 1657 Barrington St.
Jerry’s Pub, 1717 Brunswick St.
JJ Rossy’s Bar & Grill, 1883 Granville St.
Lawrence of Oregano Pub, 1726 Argle St.
Lower Deck Good Time Pub, Historic Properties 
Maxwell’s Plum English Neighborhood Pub, 1600 Grafton St. 
Mercury Restaurant & Lounge, 5221 Sackville St.
Merrill’s Cafe & Lounge, 5171 George St.
Mexicali Rosa’s, 5680 Spring Garden Rd.
My Apartment, 1740 Argyle St.
Pacifico Bar & Grill, Salter St.
Peddler’s Pub, Barrington Place Mall 
Reflections Cabaret, 5184 Sackville St.
Rogue’s Roost Restaurant & Brew Pub, 5435 Spring Garden Rd. 
The Attic, 1741 Grafton St.
The New Palace Cabaret, 1721 Brunswick St.
Thirsty Duck Pub & Eatery, 5472 Spring Garden Rd.
The Speakeasy, 5640 Spring Garden Rd.
Your Father’s Moustache Pub & Eatery, 5686 Spring Garden 
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