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THROUGH A MONOCLE,
MONTREAL'S MUNICIPAL PROBLEMS

inlirnethod of civic governtnent. One is the cutting
numbr o aldrme in wo;another is teestablishnment ofa

of Controi after the Toronto modei; and a third is an alter
scheme whereby the city executive will be a board of pern
officiais under the control of the City Council. The iast is th
one of the three which can be said to be popular with thxe p
aldermen. As the cilPic sin of Montrealers is indifference, he
be a rash prophet who wouid attempt to -predict the -outo-ome

hanges
of the
B3oard
*native

e ony 'JHE trouble is that we often judge officiais and institutions by theosnty artificial standards set up by a noisy and "pushfui1" few. These
would standards usuaily have a virtuous sound; and the rest of us lack the
of thxe moral courage to oppose thern. They seem to occupy a loftier moral
xpaign p~lane than that on which the most of us habitually dweil; and we feel
ens to that to attack themn is to stamp ourseives as occupying the lower

moral position. So we give formai assent. But in our hearts we
know thiat we do not want these stiffer standards .tc, prevaii. We are
flesh-and-biood huwan beings and not bound books of meddiesome

Dsend by-laws; and we had rather that the world in which we live shouid
*been be humanly happy than super-humaniy correct. The consequence

senta- is that when we can apply a littie quiet pressure in favour of the
these human stan 'dard of official conduct, we do so through our human

aimply aldermen or our human members of Parliament; and then we hypo-
Sforin criticaliy line up with the dignified uprholders of the "hipher" qtqn-

toward ,the saloon-keeper wiio would seli out of hours, but they show
th~e sare toleration toward 'cÎtizens of ail sorts-except, possibly,
students-and inake as few arrests as they tcan. They had rather
send a man who was "celebratinig" homne any turne than take hum to
the "lock up." Now muoh of this hunian way of looking at things is
undoubtedly due to the very fact that they are amenable to the sug-
gestions of aldermen who, in turn, are in constant contact with the
people.


