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ITHROUGH A, MONOCLE i
A VISIT TO NAPLES.

T is always a risk ta go back ta, a place you have liked mucli andIabout which your dreams have waven a mesh of romance. In
retraspect, only the bright parts'aS the picture have been visible;

but ýreality will bring it ail back-light and shadow bath. The un-
pleasant features you had fargotten will recur, arid the colours of the
dreams will fade. -I was campelled ta take such a risk, hewever, in
the case of Naples; for it was the only gateway by which J could get
ta Egypt.ý Consequently I awoke ane inorning to find 'the ship steam-
ing into that bright bay aver which haiS the paets cf the warld.have
gone mad. My first thaught was that I did nat'want a bath of Naples
bay water---hardly a ramantic toucli. But the bath steward assured
me that he had, mn my bath weii out at sea before the hay had been
even approached. By the time 1 was'dressed, we were tied up te the
wvharf, and I was'sa prosaic thaýt I went 'in ta, breakfast befare I
miounted ta the deck ta see elith er grim, Vesuvius orthe "blue Vesu-
vian Bay."

T HIS was a bad begirning. The next step was no better. My first
,visit te the loved* city was a brisk business jaunt to, get the

steaniship, company to, take one-of my trunks in charge and put it cri
the ship for Egypt, and to, arrange with Cook's for the shipment cf'
the other. P went ashore and plunged inito the Iabyrinth of streets
and found iyseîf in a part cf the city oS wvhich I knew little-that
near the wharves an d the railway station. But eventually I -nt my
bearings and did rny business wvith as little sense that I was at last
in peerless Naples once mare as if 1 hiad beeni mushingl arotund a Cana-
dian city. Eveni the coaa venidors and the girls who insist on seliing
you great buniches of flawers, did net awýaken mie. Buit presentiy we
got ofï the steamer with our band haggage and' toek a cab iip ta the
aId hotel an the side af the hili-and the magic ciirtain rolled back.
Now I saw, Napies. The gay crowds in the streets becamne visible.
The lovely avals cf the girls' faces came eut oS the backgrounid-the
roguiishiness cf the boys wvho heg with a lauigh. Seani the mauintin'g
road conimranded a viewv over thec bay, and there was Capri as cf yore
sleeping just off the Sorrente shore, there lay the wrhite ring cf vil-
lages fromi Terre del Greco ta Casteliammare, there rose the
mediaeval Castello del Ove at the foot cf file hili, and overhead wveme
the lieighits cf St. Lime.
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te Corse Vittorio Emanunele as splendid; ami the romance clintý
ta those aid shares as cempeliing. Some 'new hotels had misenl,
one aid ene at least had degenerated. There seemed ta bc ni
statues in the Villa Nationale, but fewer itinerant salesmen of cc
tarteise sheli and ather souvenirs aleng the sea waii. There V
stili goats on the sidewalks but few as compared with the S'paý
cities, and the light-hearted character oS the people had beconr
daily experience on t he streets oS Andalusia. To go te Naples f
S'outherri Spain is te go from -superlative te comparative in this ret,
while ta go from Narthern Europe, or America is ta go from nega
ta a bright positive.

0b F c'ourse, the touriets were the same-cxcept that the percefll
o.f aGermans had greatly risen. The Germans seem naw ta

dis'placed'the English as second ta, the Americans. But they w-,erc
doing the same things. Here a group weuld be-discussing the d
framSorrento, by way aS Amalfi te Cava-ane section being jiist 1
Srem it and the other picking up pointers for the venture. You b
the oid nanes---4Ravelle, the Cappuccini, Paestum, the Grotte B
Yeu looked at the apparently commouplace people wha wecre1
nounicing these magic "pass-words" into paradise, and you saw t
coliecting-perhaps, iaboriously at times-a fund of golden mnexlO
which would brighten many a staid, evening by the hoüme reW
lamp. But our sh ip te Egypt steamed in past Capri at naon, and
must be on b-oardl for dinner. T-hat night, however, a last bit of bri
Naples came çiown te bid us "adieu." We heard the thrunmli
a guitar over the side and the singing oS girls. We went te look,
there was a smaIl boat far down by the great huli oS the ship, a,"
it a ýcompany of young men and maidens in a circie of light cast L
couple ef large lamps. iIhe men piayed on their guitars, and the 9
stood up and sang the oid songs-and some newv eues. Sa, as
years befare thiere floated over the waters of the bay "Yame, Yal
and "Addîo, beila Napoli." Then, as a delicate compliment to
Americans who might be an board, they sang '1Biue Bell."'
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