
CANADIAN COURIER

WANDERING PEOPLES
M,~e Doukbo6ors are not the on<y trail vagabonds

in th~e history of clot,4es and civilisation.

By RODEN KINGSMILL

10 NCE mo~ re receiitly froni ont the ('anadian West hiave corne
Stidings 1) itf ie I)l)ukiiobor pîlgriiiiage. These Slavs- or

some few ofý ilîciria little xvhîle ago started on one of their
igrations, iii pliris nuuaiu.The troopers of the Mouinted Police.

Ipurstuîng, herded theim as aforefime, back te their reservation, jus,

as, ilirc decades age, the Indians whese lands these once were,

suffered themrselves te be shepherded back te thieir abidîug places

that the white meni lad given them. The Doukbobors will return the
more guietly.

And the Doukhobors, tinlike the Indians, were only following an

ancient and authcntic habit wben they broke bounds five years ago,

and two vears age, and the other day. Ail tbrougb their iron-bound,

melancholy Ilistory, they and their race-mates have been nomads.
These igprations are rnerely indicative of old sense associations

rturingl te their fo)rmer track. Among Oriental peoples tribal or
even nati9n lmigrations are recognised as cempletely intelligible.

Aud c AgloSaxnsif what certain etbnologists' tell ns îs truc,
slioild have neý diffictilty in undlerstaniding these movements, for our

racel is iu i1seif Ilie ottone of eue cf them. I3ack irq the misty cci-
turîes, we arc tbld, the two tribes, from which we sprung rebelled
agalist andui ancipatcd thiselves from the odi-ous tyranny of the
Medles, broke beiuds fromn the scelle cf their caýtîvity on the banks
of theu river ýi aznd amiimarehedo across ceuintry, diagonally traversinig

Eurpeinil tlicy foundi( their abidiiug place for a few centuxries in the

-wmp vEIbec Valley, theic( after a tiriue f0 sweep with fire and swerd
over tlite 1\Romain Emipire. Anld these Franks and Saxons and Vandals

andOsfogehswcrc themnselvcs feigfrein fli' Asiaties. "Somle-
wbcoru lii the norîl-ti cfl Chinla a stormn cenitre (11( what il mnay very wellI
dc) agailu. Thel( huniian vecao lw its top off anid Europe was
covcred withi the desýtr1ctive eri. It was flot thie conquerors wlio

Ilrlante Romlan Emipire; but lt was the terrifiedl fugitives who,
like a dlrove cf stampe(del oýaitc, blunidered over everythinig that

harred thecir wvay. 'l'le nations camne whirling iii ont o)f Ealsterti
Euirope like dus't-stormns and il seerus beyond douibt that these wan-
derers ilii r Caiiadiani We"st are the legitimiate descendants of somle
c)f tbb- Tartairs, or thecir allies,

Th'le Dokhbrs igratory habit is a clear case of atavisiTi. It

it true tliat, sttl>mcirge1 as they are-and îiucrcasingly will be-by
overwhcilinîng hody of descendants of Western Europeans who
rouind themn, thcy will find it impossible to perpettuate their wandei
cilstoms. But the tendency-harmless enough-will stili be thi
The fact that it is allied with religious belief will only make its e,
pation tlic more difficuit. Writers will continue *te describe thenf
fanaâtics. but fanaticîsm is onlv a matter cf time and age and natio
ity. Almost within touching"distance iu the history of the world,
evenl of our own people, we can find some amazing instanices o
1'ake Uip yotir Taine or vour Macaulay and there you shall read 1

in the sevenitcenth century Englishmien aud Englishworneu by the 1
(lred appeared ini the streets naked and unashamed-as thecy thor
for thc greater glory of God. Hear Green speak of John Wesley,
greatest religions leadler this race has produced (and Green reverer
the man and bis work) : "Throughout his life bis asceticism was
of a monk. At times he lived on bread only, and often slept on
bare boards. He lived iii a world of wonders and divine interlJ

tions. It was a miracle if the rain stopped and allowed hilm to

forth upon a journey. It was a judgment' of Ileaven if 'a hailst

burst over a town which had heen deaf to his preaching. One

he tells us, when lie was tired and his horse fell lame, 'I thought,

flot God heal either man or beast by any means or without au)

immediately my headache ceased and my horse's lameness iu the 5

instant.' With a sf111 more chîIdish fanaticism ie guided bis coudi

whether lu ordinary events or in the great crisis of his 111e, by (Il

ing lots or watching the particular texts at which lis Bible open

Thus believed a maxi of our race who, had a mind that wvas es

tially practical, or(lerly and couservative. Even in our owni timie.

on Ibis continent we have seen wavcs cf fanaticism, suchi as

Mormlon movement of the forties, seize bodies ofý men and wvo
large enough to populate an European principalIÎty.

"014 sense associations returning to their former track." Oui

Plain-, of Saskatchewan, baîf a world away from the steppes (,f Tar

and the plains of Little Russia, we have a- recrudescence of ani an(c

and( athelntic Oriental habit. The airnless wvaidering that the

gTrimls desire is an instance of atavism, of a craving to de) what s

itinremiemhered anicestor did. Itis faniaticism: but it is fallatil
\vhichi la historically iintelligible. We have elevated mir Promi

Land te the tcrm-s of ethics; and rel.ýiin. They have neot. Thecy

looking for the Christ ipuchl asP te l ermift and the Ieadel

the Childreti's Crilsade soulit the Hol()y SePichre.
Buit the former timnes wereý neot better thani these. Tii thecir t

western pilgriinage-,, uio Doukhobors star-ved. Canaduians fed t
freely and gave themi 1drnk No do,- was set oni themi. No chul

stoned them. Wheul the Doeukhobors had lost thecir reasoni, Cauaé,
hiad flot lost their charity.
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