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JimnyHayes and 1MurieL.
BY SIDNEY PORTER.

Stîpper was over, and there had
fallen uponthe cgmo -the silence that
accompanies the rolling of -corn-husk
cigarettes. The water hole shone
from the dark earth lik sýýCytse a patch of
'fallen lc.Cootsyelped. ,Dul
thumps iiidicated the rockiriq-horse
movements of the hobbled ponies
as they moved to fresh grass. A
half troop of the ,Frontier Battalion
of Texas Rangers were distributed

* about the lire.
A weIl-lçnown sound-the'flüttering

* lud scraping of chaparral, gis
'wooden ýstrrups-came from the thick
brush above the camp. The rangers
listened ,cautiously. They heard a loud
and cheirful voice ealu out reassuring-
Iy:

corner rubbed solicitously at some
(tried mud in the ioops of the'hobbies,
sho0wing a consideration for the fore-
legs of his mount.

." Boyà," said the lieutenant, Waviflg
bis hand te thé rangers, "this is Mr.,
James Hayes> Hes a new memiber
of the company. Captain McL ean
sends him down froth El Paso.,

The.ý recruit. was received cdrdially
by the rangers. Stili, tbey observed
him shrewdly and with suspended
judgment. Picking a comrade on the-
border is douie with ten times the care
., -d ,discretion with which a girl
choosies a sweetheàrt. On your "side-I:icker's" nerve, loyalty, aim, and ce-
ness your owrI life may depend mnany
tîmes.

The horned f rog sat tipon the shoulder of is long-quiet master.

"ýBrace uip, Muriel, old girl, we're
most there 110w! Been a long ride

for ve, aint it, ye old antediluvianhandful of aninîated carpet-tacks?
Hev, now, quit a tryin' to kiss me!
Dont hold on to my neck so tight-
this fiere paint hoss aii't any toô
Ehore-footed, let me tell ye. Hes
lhable to dump us both off if we don't
Match out."
tTwo minutes of waiting brought a

t:redl "paint" pony single-footing into
IcarmP. A ýgangling youtb of twenty
lolied in the saddle. 0f the "Muriel"'
Mll1oi he had been addressing, no-
li;llg as to be seen.

Ili, fllov.s!" shouted the rider
c"uerfully. "This here's a letter fer'
IA;(titenant Marmnîn'"

If e dismounted, unsaddled, droiupeA
tYcoils of bis stake-rope, and got
Shobbies from the saddle-horn.

Wliie Lieutenant Manning, in com-
t.n.was reading the letter, the ne%%,-

After a hearty supper Hayes joined
the smokers about the fire. His ap-
pearance did flot settie ail the ques-
tions in the minds of his brother
rangers. They saw simply a loose,
lank youtli with tow-colored sunburn-
ed, hair and. a berry-brown ignuu
face that wore a quizzical, good-na-
tured smnile.

"Fellows," said the new ranger,
'm ngoiin' to interduce to yen a lady

friend of mine. Aint ever heard any-
-ody cal ber a beauty, but you'll ad-
mit she's got some fine points about
lier. Corne along, Mturiel!"

He held open the front of bis blIde
flannel shirt. Ont of ýt crawled a
horiîed frog. A brighit red ribbon was
tied jauintily arouind its spiky neck. It
crawled to its owner's knee and sat
there. motionle.,.

"This here IlIriel," said Hayes.
%rith an oratoriçal wave of bis hand,.
"has ýgot qualîties. She never talks
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