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Ah! it was painful, bitterly painful
tboUgbt 1lie. That do&g of a Placide-
rbbbilig hA only sister's aweetbeart HE
*ould not work, the idie,' shiftless cur,lt he would steal; and this. was steal.
îug brouglit home ta the heart witl
Svengeance.
A Score of tfimes had he already inter-

Pî0sed ta save Aibina from the shame
of Placide's disgrace, and taken inoneyfroM bis own pocket ta do it. And
'jis!j - Felix grew wet of face ta thini
6f it. Sometbing must be done-it
should not be passçd over; and hetween
love and duty bis soul sickened within
hlm. The exposure! it would drive ber
from lbim, humiliated, hiddeu. Ah, thai
vile brother of hers! Withiu arm's
reacli le would now haif-throttie tbe
hdund for bis bebavior. Misere! Misere!
Where would it ail end?k
-Feix wiped bis lauimy bmow with a
silk handkerchief, and stood ta his feet.
He eould see that the night was wie
without again, by the moonshine Stream-
ing in tbrough various crevices. He
would go bome-there was nothing more
ta lie doue now; and who knows but
tlîat a dream miglit salve the difficulty.
If M. le Cure sometimes received inspira-
tions asleep, wby sbould flot he '
But then the reverend father was a
holy man, and the Blessed God might
not speak ta children, of the Church as
He would ta a priest. But fie would
go home and brood the matter over on
the morrow, and perhaps by that time
tbe Evil One would have whispered
lumber, and tempted him ta sometbing'

that, by crossing and sprinkling himself,
-migit be turned ta good accaunt.

With sundry vague resolutions akin
these, Felix passed out from the strong-
smýelling gloom into the mellow radiance
of an August Canadian niglit, aud turned
ta relock tbe door..

But wlien about ta turu the key that
fasteued again, a Sound immediately
beind turned bis head in that direction
for a sigbt that gave hlm a sliock; and
bis bands seemed frozen ta what they
were doing, in that lie had ta wrencb
tlem away before lie could face about.

PART III.
"Mon Dieu!" said Albina Sabourin,

caming dloser, "it is you, Felix? Placide
is flot home yet, and 1 thouglit it was
lie. I have been sitting Up with fatlier,
but leie l at last aslecp, and the night-
air is so sweet to one from the sick-
room. Pauvre, pauvre pere, haw lie
sufera. And lie was always sucli a dear,
iood man to me-sa kind, so thoughtful.

Ahi, bon Dieu! what would 1 not give
ta aliame sanie of bis pain-thie anguisb
only bis eyes betray. I fear-" But
AIbini stopped ubruptly, and bustily
brushed awuy the misty gathering with
a corner of lier apron. "But tell me
-tybat are you doing here-alone-at
this liaur?7"

A sudden parchlng run up and down
the throat of Felix that lie could
scarcely speak, and wlien lie did, fist
wetting bis lips, bis voice was witbout
depthi.

"Truly, I was looking for the hames
Placide borrowcd of me. H1e forgot ta
returu tbem, and to-morrow ia market-
day.'

Albina was another waman in an
instant.

"Felix" (how the anc word stirrcd
hiln, "t isnotthetrutb."

Coming forward, slie gently gasped
caei lapel of bis coat, and lookedstraighit up at him, lier face close ta
bis. Felix closed lips and teetb together
liard, very biard, and did with as little
breatbing as possible.

"I bave cverv trick of your voice byheurt ," slie cotinued, "and this ring ofit now is rnew. Wby sliould you look forhumnes 5 in the tvoodslied? You are bld-iflg som.'tling from me. Fie, my Feuix,
as if You could not trust me. But
will sec for mt-self."1

Like fla>shiný. liglit au idce, was borwOf the monwnit ith Felix as, foldiug bisamins, a backward step brouglit hlm
Plumi agaiiist the door, barring entrance.

"Lsi eart of my er, saidb.As Go4J is xvtness, I bave doue nowrong, ,ut my honor is ut stake to-fliglit. "rT) niv' bidding*as I uow ask it,
adqle Cii;- will have bis fee withina montil. Bring me tlie stable key froîntbe kitelwi 1 ancd a fcw matches. Tienretire to tl«- lbouse uguin and pray the

Mother -)f *lsus for my success. Quick-be quiek! uer look once fromn the bouseagain a*:t Pr giving me these tbings, andal goes v. li."

il,

Ding-a-ling! Ding-a-ling! Ding-a-
lingy!

It was the bell of a rupidly-driven
priest an his way ta the daugerously ilI
or dying-usuully rung by tic Jesuit's
driver as lie drove: thc former always ta
l)e accu busily engaged reading bis
missal, sud at whose passing those by
the wayside were expected ta kucel sud
offer up short sud silent prayer for the
afflicted.

Placide Sabourin, an bis way ta the
maxrket -tawn, stopped bis meaningi cs
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Aibina gave him a look of terror from,
-a white face, and then turning araund

le ran fleetly towards the bouse. A fewr, seconds later, and placing wbat lie de-
1-sired witb a trembliug baud in bis, sheà looked appealiugly up at hlm, but Feuix

only shook bis head~ and walked witb
r-short nervous strides ta tbe stable,ie whule Aibina, unrequitted 'as desired,

Y faitbfully disappeared the way she
dcame.

k Unloeking the door, Felix entered theIt stable, found the lantern where it always
" liung, lit it, and by its sickîy ye'low
" liglit harnessed tbe horse.
ýr As busy as bis hands were witb straps
,t and buekles, s0 was bis brain v9,itli8 thouglit, for the one worked the otbere in Felix with a will.

If that rascally Placide, thougbt lie,
as lie buckled tbe throat-latch, and uow

iled tbe horse out, was only in lied and
fast asleep-it lacked yet a quarter of

etwelve-tlie acleme was as good as car-
ried out, but there was no knowing, as

Btilings were, when lie miglit turn up, and
Btijat, too, pebaps, in a condition and

rnood that strikes first and argues after-
wurds.

Bu t Felix, doggedly, took tbe cbances
of extreme risk, and seven minutes
from tbe time tbe lantern was lit it
was out'again, the stable door lockéd,
key pocketed, and the horse betweeu the
sbafts in the woodshed.

The trying time of aIl was now ta
corne, but Felix neyer besitated, aud im-
mediately walked the horse out iuta
the yard witb its load. Then bie also
closed and locked the waodsbed door,
detacbed the key tbat lltted tbe lock
from its ring, and placed it in a separ-
ate pocket; after whicb lie very deliber-
ately led the borse on, close by, and
past the bouse, out tbrougb tbe front
gate and on ta tbe -road. The gate
was uow closed iu its turn, and taking
tbe reins Felix seated himself on the
back part of the right-band sbaft, and
drave briskly off.

It was astonishlng with what despatch
and low result in noise ail this bad been
accamplisbed; aud once upan the road a
sligbt clacking was ail that was directly
noticeable in sound from 'wheels tbat
rolled over a level streteli of sandy,
grass-grown surface.

Arrived at «tbe field Felix durnped the
onions back on the spot from .wbence
tlîey had been taken, and tben with
the shovel, bis forethouglit bad provided,
speedily refilled the empty cart with as
much of the liglit sandy loam in which
the anions hud been luxuriated, equal
ta the emptied quantity of the latter;
covering the substituted load, when lie
had finisbed, with the isame sacking
which so exactly bad concealed the on-
ions.

Haîf an boum later aud Felix was back
aguin, intensely sutisfied ta fiud every-
thing as lie bad left it.

Witbout any loss of time when seconds
were so valuable, lie was quickly-.
quietly iu ll-through tbe gate and
shut it, bad turned and backed the
animal and its load into thte woodshed
-truating ta Providence that Placide
would failta observe that the still single
traeks of wbeels werc mucli broader
tban tbe tires-unbitcbed tbe borse and
led it out, locked the woodshed doorfe
tbe last time, stalled the horse in'its
stable, put the harnesiu the adjoining
manger wbere Placide had carelessly
thrown it, lockcd the stable-door ln its
turn for tbe last time, crosscd the yard,
and having found tbe kitcben-door un-
boltcd, whetber Albina had left it un-
fastencd ta bimi or not for this single
purpose lie was unable ta say, tip-toed
in, and liuug the stable-key on its
accustomed nail, over the sink.

Tbcu lie gently closed botb kitdhen
and porcb doors behind him, madle bis
way down tbe garden tbrough the cur-
runt-bushes and bcneatb the scrcening
apple-trees, and, us lie firat came, went
home.
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