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leader. Among other
things the Dean said:
“Many pursue the
antiquated plan of
R beginning on page one
and hammering the work into the singers

Music and

the Home

Cont'd from page 36

. page by page, so that the end is reached

with a sigh of relief. This hammering
process usually results in a metallic,
angular performance devoid of charm
and well-considered contrasts. To em-
ploy it is. a strategic blunder, for we
injure voices by singing loudly all the
time, and our singers grow restive under
such & mechdnical and" ill-considered
plan. We must remember that we are
dealing with the human voice, which
will not stand rough handling, and with
the human temperament, which de'
mands psychological treatment. The
crucial points are to avoid fatiguing
either the voice or the attention.

“If you are undertaking a work that
is stiff going for your singers and beyond
their experience or understanding, be

sure to start with the most attractive
portion, so as to engage their interest
and enthusiasm as early in the game as
possible.  When you have planned out
the work for a given rehearsal, attack
the most difficult parts first, while the
attention is fresh. These are apt to be
the climatic points. The habit of
practising  backward is invaluable.
It is discouraging to be constantly
headed from the unknown and to see
pages of uncharted music looming up
in the distance. Get the climax first
and then back up and lead into it and
note the.joy and satisfaction of the
sigers when they get their feet on com-
paratively solid ground. The peda-
gogical principle of moving from the
known to the unknown is here reversed.

“It is a foolish and short-sighted
procedure to allow the choristers to
sing full voice throughout a rehearsal:
This strains the muscles of the throat,
and the loud singing tires the ear and
gets on the merves. Much fatigue and
unnccessary tension may be avoided.

o G

by humming while notes and expression
marks are in process of assimilation.
Hummmg not only saves the voice, but
improves its quality by cultivating
relaxation which is so necessary to good
Intonation and correct voice production.
If the words are eliminated, the entire
attention can be focused on the music.
\Yxthout being conscious of it, most
singers obtain their pitch more from
chordal suggestion than from = staff
relationship; the soft singing permits
the singers to hear the harmonies of the
accompaniment  distinctly, and this
helps them amazingly in getting their
parts. Then they are also free to listen
to the guiding and warning remarks of
the conductor.

“Lastly, singers rarely hum -out of
tune. Of all the time-saving and nerve-
shielding devices in chorus rehearsing,
humming easily takes first place.”

Who quarrels with the Well should first
. Make sure he will not die of Thirst.

\

Took No Chance

Phelim Casey was engaged on the
ridge-pole of Squire Pond’s house when
he lost his footing, and slid down, but
he clutched the eaves-trough and hung
on for dear life.

“That’s right, Phelim!” ecalled the
squire, who had seen him slip. “You
hang on a minute till I can get a lad-
der up there!”

But even as he spoke Phelim relaxed
his hold and dropped to the ground.

As soomr as the squire,made sure that
no bones were broken, and that phelim
was simply bruised :here and there and
shaken up, he began to berate the man
in vigorous language. '

“Why in the world didn’t you hang
on, as I told you to, you great stupid?”
he demanded. “T’d have been there in
a minute.”

“Maybe you wud,” said Phelim, sul-
lenly, “but how did I know but the
eaves would givesway before you got
there?’
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# Make it a Victor Record Gift

&ifts From One
d FJop to Al

IT is not only a pleasure to receive, but it is

:

also a’ pleasure to give a musical instrument
©of worth—one that will bring joy to the hearts
of the whole family, and will he a happy reminder
of the giver every day in the year for years to come.

In choosing a musical instrument make no mis-
take. The reputation of e @lve Firme Heintzman
& Co. Limited is behind every purchase you make

from us.
The Supreme Gift

The Heintzman
Art Piano ‘

You buy a Heintzman Piano |
once. The whole familyenjoy it
forever. Truly it is the piano .
of generations.

Great artists prefer it because
it readily responds to _their. .
every mood, while beginners
use it because it embodies an
essential part of their musical educatian — Faultless Tonal Quality.

Remember, a Heintzman Piano is not a luxury. It is a solid ‘invest-
ment, that pays daily dividends of enjoyment forever. Let it be a
genuine Heintzman IXinnn, and make your selection now. Write for
full particulars to-day. )

Let the;
. &

Phonograph

Bring the great artists to your

o home for Christmas

This exceptional phonograph plays all
disc records in a way that only the
scientific Brunswick construction makes
possible. The all-wood horn reproduces
the natural tones, the ‘Ultona,” a
wonderful device which correctly plays
all records. A more moderately priced
gift, giving equal value, would indeed
be hard to find. There’s a * Brunse
wick*’ model to suit every purse. Let
us give you prices now for Christmas
delivery.

Your friend has a phonograph ?

A dozen or two Victor Records makes
a most appropriate gift for the friend
who owns a phonograph.
Here are a few particularly seasonable records:
216121 “Whisperin H()Pe"

“Abide witﬁ me’
216122 “Joy of the World"

“Come all ye faithful”
216125 *“The coming of the year” (with chimes)

“Lord dismiss us with Thy blessing”’
235004 “Maid of the Mountains’

(Instrumental record in two parts)

Write to-day for complete list of De- -
cember records, including such artists
as Caruso, Heifetz, Gluck, Werren-
rath, Zimbalist and Renato Zanelli.
Also the leading popular and dance numbers,

We cannot urge too strongly that you make
your selection NOW to insure Christmas de-
livery. Write us to-day for full particulars

Pe Qlde Firme
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Heintzman & Co. Limited #
1859 Scarth Street | 'REGINA gg
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