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‘Be 'a [Fine Thing for Montreal.
airl ‘Grey  would accept an. amendment to
‘whole ‘of Qiiebec city preserved as a sort
historical park, and kept free of grain
sky scrapers and other modern disfigure-
§ Id up both hands—

st scheme is an agita-

“me down to sleep,” on

n line is calculated to in-

 ‘of death in the child’s mind. There is

.. excuse for ; “reform,” no matter
g erald. :

n peopl haracterized by a queer

providence and optimism.  Gifford

twenty years from now we

ne, and everybody goes on

i nd : “Oh, well, by that time

g%ong ) ‘invent ‘something to take the place
of lumber.”—Boston Globe.

A Needed Parliamentary Reform.

One of the things that the Commons should
have done, but did not do, when the chance offered,
was to make provision for the shortening of the
session. This could be done by cutting’ omtiithe
night-hawking. The length of speeches may be

't gbolished only by some form of closure for which "

' twe in Canada are not quite ready. But the House
S%tself, quite apart from the conventions, has means
" of discountenancing the bore, and the member who
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Qﬁ Montreal—a city in which they
e.only-.a small fraction of the population.
+Then, - againy the heads of the four le

same n.—~Montreal Gasette.

Labor -in Japan.
The correspondent of The Manchester Guardian

apan throws some light upon the industrial
%‘dﬁ*ﬁtéﬂ apan’s ‘sidden ‘leap ‘from ‘the simple

arts and handicrafts to the employment of the most -
“1 “elaborate machinery in“her workshops. “The sudden

change has proved extremely disastrous to the old
artisan clagsg and the people have not yet adjusted
eI wei:tg the new.efa of méchinery .and. whole-
The. conseguent sacial! discontent

§ ik ciugon. . The. sonba
s iwidesp g But,added' to this ist thei heartless-

“ness of Japan’s labor system; ini fact, here is where

the emigration movement gains its chief impetus:
The worker is ground down to a degree that would

“not ‘be tolerated in a western nation. 'The wage

system . is oppressive: and bears particularly hard

. upon: ‘the women. - Starvation wages are the rule

even in Tokio, whose artisans are the best paid in
the whole empire. The smallness of the wage has
been recently intensified by the advance in 'the cost
of living. Another thing is that the law does not
control the hours of labor, and the condition of the
toilers is said to be pitiable in the extreme. Fac-
tory operatives work eleven hours a day, and rail-
way men often are on daty twenty-four hours
consecutively. Employers in Japan attachi:little
value to the lives of their employees, and foreigners
are shocked:atithe unnecessary risk and exposure
to which Joperatives are constantly exposed.—
Toronto News.

The “Harmless” Continental Drinking.

When a man dies from alcoholism, or when
his death is hastened by'the use of alcohol at some
periodiiof hisilife, it is always, except in too ob-
vious e¢ases, announced’ and recorded as due to
something else. ' Only statistics gathered indepen-
dently and in ‘the scientific spirit can be counted
on to give.any approach to the truth. ‘This has
been attempted by the medical faculty in France
with , remarkable results. Those who travel in
Europe continually tell us how harmless is the
drinking in continental countries, and people who
have been brought up strict abstainers regard resi-
dence in France or Italy as so greatly changing the
conditions as to make the precautions necessary in
America not only needless but unwise. Yet what
is the result of the statistics gathered by the French
physicians who are presumably not temperance
fanatics ? Out of fifteen hundred deaths in hos-
pitals and asylums, alcohol played a known part
in one-third of the cases. The asylums taken alone
showed a worse result, the alcoholic deaths being,
in the case of men, one-half. In the general com-
munity the figure would be much lower than in
these institutions, but if it could be ascertained it
would probably produce a very serious impression
on all well-wishers of mankind.—Montreal Witness.
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wall, “England, " The  distance i is -1
scientific -experts marvelled : at . Sij
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" service now took precedence over the-exg

1 %ﬁhhgun'-in;,eamest; :that. the. commerciali,yal
‘| »'ofthe

ments,of the past. Three thousand miles of s
to crass, and not an arm’s length of outstretch
wire fo speed along® the words that will work
vtelmaphlc‘ revolution! ' And more than this,"
‘epoch-making message sent eastward by Sir ‘Wilf;
-Laurier;--from- the -Nova Scotia station, ~and
reached Clifden,-on the Irish coast, *produced
undue excitement in the public mind. The triu

of Guglielmo Marconi would be incomplete to-d
were the world to overlook the energy and patig ce:
that made possible what he accomplished. Like

- Edison and Bell, in their respective spheres and

‘generations, this young Italian wizard worked!in-
defatigably until he reached his goal. Those iun-
initiated in the laboratory researches of the inveator
can never fathom the periods of despair, the elusive

~ness of that of which he is in

cause of this further means to stretch forth friendly
hands across the sea. ' Port Morien, bleak as it is
has written its name large on the page of history.
The new era of telegraphic: interchange will date
from October 17, 1907 —_London Telegraph.

Cows as Defenders Against Consumption.

~ The London Tribune has elicited some dis¢us-
sion of the relation of cows to consumption—an old
notion, by the way. One writer asserts, on ithe
:_iuthor_lty of all the doctors he has known, that there
1s mo instance of a cowman, a milker of cows, hav-

ing died of this disease:—“Cowmen live in cow- |

sheds during a great many hours of the night and
day, and those cowsheds are said to be, of :ali
places, the most. crowded with tubercular germs.
One would not wish to calculate the billions of
these germs a cowman breathes on to his lungg in
a year, if we accept the figures of those who deal
n sensations. On the other hand, one can find in
every district almost instances where grooms have
died from consumption. The strange fact is that,

whereas the cow can contract tuberculosis, the &

horse does not. Yet the man who is intimately as-
scciated with the immune animal yields to the dis-
ease, whilst the man who is with the most common
host of tuberculosis escapes it”’ This theory, it
should be noted, was very commonly held about
eighty years ago. Balzac in one of his minor
novels makes his hero a consumptive who is cured
by sleeping in sheds, and readers not ‘familiar with
the old belief might easily take it for an anticipa-
tion of the open-air c¢ure. Tt is a matter which it
ought to be auite possible to test by statistics.—
New VYork Tribune.




