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The Coniing Holocaust-Can We Stop It?
A Stern Warning to Canadians that a Great Forest Fire Disaster Can Only

be Prevented by Immediate Public Action

By Dr. Clifton D. Howe,
Dean, Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto

Nu w OT long ago a man who hadbeen through the Porcupine
fire, of 1911, came into my

office. H1e had lived and worked in
the north country; hie had helped,
about twenty years ago, to lumber
the site where the town of Cobalt
flow stands; hie had tried his hand at
f arming; lie had -fought forest fires
and settiers' fires in the neiglibor-
bood of Haileybury. We discussed
the difficulties in the way of ade-
quate fire. protection,, botli in the
forest and in the farming coin-
munities of
Northern 0 n -
tarjo. The point
was mnade that,
in the areas iu
w hi ch settie-
ment is taking
place it isa soil
clearing rather
than a forest s
clearing p r o -
bleui. It is not
very difficult to
control the
buruing of
brush and up-
rooted stumps
'bhat result from
3onvertiug
:orest into farm.
Pires from sacli
lebris quickly
)Uirn out and-
"et out of hand
ts a rule only
hrough gross
Sa r e 1 e ssness.
$Iaring the
oil of the deep over-lying layer
1f peaty inaterial and vegetable
iatter, however, îs mueli more
ifficuit. This accumulation of
7Qft is too deep to plow under.
craping it off and carting it away
r even scraping it into piles and
liring it, would make the cost of
Ilage prohibitive. The only prac-
Cea, and( effective way, said My in-
»riiiant, was to burn the thic1k carpet 1
SVegetable matter as it lay natural- 1
Sspread out over the soul. This cUrn1us deposit la usuially too molet

ý burn e.xcept lu the very driest eýI'tions of the year. At best the s

lower portion of the stratum burns
but slowly; littie progress in, pre-
paring the soul for the plow can be
made if the fire is quenched evcry
night. Therefore, it is allowed to
burn for days at a time. llundreds
of these soul cleariug fires are buriuing
in the coloniziug districts -of the
uorth every summer. Nearly every
summer some of them get out Of
bounds, but are preveuted from doin1g
serious damage by the fire rangers.
Periodically, liowever, an excessively
dry period occurs aud these liundreds

of settlers' lires are swept together
by an uuusually high wind and
disaster follows.

"What is yoiir solution?"
S I understand your outîlie

of the conditions in the
Aregions in which settie-

nent la takipg place," 1 said, "the
;ituation is ýthis: The soil eaii be
»'epared frthe plow without pro-
îlbitive cost only by burniig-off the
Ieep layer of decayinig vegetable
natter. The drier the season, the
asier thiis duff is burned and at the
ame time the greater is the danger

of a disastrous conflagration. Youproliibit thie settler's soil clearing lire
and ,ouj prevelii or serioiisly restrict,
the ftirther agricultural development
of the rýegiouî." '''That is the exact
situation,"' îy informant replied.
''WeHl,' I asked, ''What is the ans-
wer, what is yotir solution of the"Il DON'T kniow. I amn not sure

thiere is onie,' h le said. ''What-
ever it is only* tinie and

patience eaui work it out. Those who
live in the older settlcd portions of

Ontario, before
~ . they judge ton

iastily, should
iitdcrstand the
oonditious o f

tý,tlement in the
Sorth country,

i .ot forgetting to
fýIke into con.
ý:jderation t h e
sychology o f

lie pioneer.'" He
t'e-lighted hi s
pJipe and after
gazing meditOÀ-
tively for a mo-
ni e n t thrQugh
the enveloping
haze, hie c on-
t i nu ed: "I t
might be that
s o mn e progress
could be made
toward the solu-
tion of the pro-
blema through a
comiîssion î n-
vestigating tihor-oughly the nature of the SOiUS onwhieh settlement is taking place to

Eetcmine what proportion of the soul
is actuially covered with a layer of
hlumus too deep to be plowed under.
It mnay be that we nortli-country
pwoll have over-emphasized that
)(îÎint. Sucli a comirmission might in-
'estigate the possibility of grouping
hie areas to lbe developed into farins.
T'he farm bI)>ldings,. could bic located
ni the en'i re of the clearedi areas far
niouigh fromi the edge of the forest
1o bcecomparatively safe. Greater
ecurity froin lires would flot lie the
nly advautage of segregatinu the
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