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J. Jonnsox,
Commissioner of Customs

Custowns Departmenb, Ottawa, '281;11 October," 1884.

These returny show an amount ot importation” of opium into Br itish
Cylumbia entirely out of proportion to-the popula.’mon, a8 compared with ’

‘ t t of the other Provinces, and. equally out of proportlon to consumption

by Yhe number of Chinese in the Province. - It may in some degree e
explained * (though not justified) by the long continuous boundary tine

.-~ betwpen British Columbia and the United States, extending for hun
.. dredsiof miles along the 49th parallel, through unsettled districts, affording

extrao dinary facilities for smuggling opium hy the' Chinese in British
Columth ia into the United States for the use of the many thousands of
thejr countrymen in Oregon, Wishingten Territory, California and along.
the Pacific ¢oast.

Tts use also, as a legxtlmate scurce of wunicipal t*evenue, is recovmzed
by the city of ‘Victoria, having, during the first half of the current year
issued to the Chinese eleven opium Ticences™ at $500 a piece, netting
revenue of $5,500 to the city. It is difficult to make the Chinese under’
stand, why its -use is so objectiohable, when the Dominion Governmeit

- permats it to come into the country as a dommon article of trade, and th

‘city government makes money by granting licenses’ for its sale.. Nor m

they understand why they themselves are so objectionable, when in add
tion to-the.opium licenses-—the city government grants them liqut’
licencés for selling spirits at $50 a piece, thus adding qhﬂ] mnma to the cxtv
revenue.

From this opium comes chloral, morphme and other extracts and con.
pounds far more ‘dangerous in thelr effects, and miuch more used by the
higher and cultivated. members of English, European' and Amerior
society than is the opium for smokmg by the Chinese.. Of chloral thoug

- not well -understood before 1869, in 1878 (less than, ten years) its con



