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IntO These returns show an. amounit of importation' Qf opium -into British
i lumbia entirely. out of proportion to the population, as. compared with
t t of the other Provinces,-and.equally out of proportion to consumptioi
by he number of Chinese in the Province. It may in some degree he
exp ined (though not justified) by the long continuous boundary line
bet en British Columbia and the United States, extending for hus-
d ' reds, f miles along the 49th parallel, through unsettled districts, affording
extra dinary facilities for smyggling opium by the- Chinese in British
Coluinia into the'United States for. the use of the many thousanis of
their coimntrymen in Oregon, Washington Territory,- California and adonp
the Pacific çoast.

Its use also, as a legitimate scurce of municipal revenue, is recogized
hy the city of Victoria, having, during tie first half of the current year,
issued to the Chinese eleven opium liceices" at $500 a piece, netting a.;
revenue of '$5,500 to the city. It is difficult to make the Chinese under
stand, why its- use is so objectioniable, when the Dominion Governmiet
permits it to come into the country as a common article of trade, and the
city government makes money- by granting licenses for its sale. - NQr cau
they understand why they themselves are so objectionable, when in addWi-
tion tO the. opium licenses-the city government grants them liquot
licencés for selling spirits at $50 a piece, thus adeling still more to the citY
revenue.

From this opium comes chlowral, morphine and other. extracts*and coS
pounds far more dangerous in their. effects, and niuch more used buy thE
higher and cultivated meonbers' of English, European- and America
society than is the opium for smoking by the Chinese.- Of chlorai thougu-
not well -understood before 1869, in 1878 (less than ten years) its cOU
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