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READJNGS FROM CURRENT LITERA TURE.

A BRAVE RESCUE ON MOUNT ST. BERNARD.

LT je only within the Iaet few days that particulars have been publisheci
in the Swiee papers of a brave rescue effected on Mount St. Bernard on the
niglit of the last Sunday in November. While a violent snowstorm was
in progrees, Grand, the manager of the hospice, noticed that bis own Special
dog that wae alone with bim in bis roorn became very restless, and made
signe te him to go out. H1e took the lantern anid fog-horn, and went out
on the mountain, the dog Ieading him. In a very short time hie beard a
cali and groaning, and, helped by the dog, dug out of the snow an Italian,'whom he carried on his back into the hospice. The rescued mnan. stated
that his father, two brothers, and another Italiait, ail journeying home
with him over the pase, lay huried in the snow. 11e had pusbed on to
obtaini belp, but had been overpowcred by the Storm. Grand made ready,
and went out again. This second search was more tedious, and led bim
furtber away, but at last the barking of the dog, aninounced a discovery. It
wae the Italian etranger wbo was now saved and carrîed up to the hospice.
A third time Grand and bis dog sallied out into the tempest, and after a
quarter of an hour's search found the others near where the second mnan
had been discovered. They were quite buried under the snow, and almost
insensible. He took the most feeble on bis own shoulders, and with diffi-
culty conducted the othere to the hospice. It was 110w past midnight, and
hie toileome task liad occupied Grand over four heurs in a blinding snow-
storm.

PHVYSICAL IIIe'RolY 0F SCOTLAND.

To sit on one of the Highiland His that overlook the Firth of Cilyde,
and watch the sbips as they corne and go froin aIl corners of the earth ; to
trace village after village, and town after town, dotting the coast-line as
far ae the eye can reach ; to sec the white steamn of the distant railway
rieing like a summer cloud fromn among orchards and cornfields and fairy-
like woodlands ; to mark, far away, the darker sumoke of the coal-pit and
the iron-work hanging over the haunts of a busy humant population; in
short, te note ail over the landecape, on land and sea, the traces of that
human power which je everywhere cbanging the face of Nature ;-and then
te picture an earlier time, wben these waters had nieyer feit the etroke of
oar or paddle, wben these hilîsides had neyer echoed the sound of bunian
voice, but when over hill and valley, over river and sea, there had fallen a
silence as of the grave, when one wide pall of snow and ice stretched across
the landscape ; to restore, in imagination, the vast ice-sheet filling up the
whole wide firth, and creeping slowly and silently southwards, and the
valley-glaciere into wbich this ice-sheet shrank, tbreading yondter deep
Highland glens, which to-day are purple with beather and blithe with the
whirring of grouse and woodcock ; to seal up the firth once more in ice, as
the winter frosts useci to set over it, and cover it with bergs and ice-rafts
that marked the short-lived Arctic suminer; to bring hack again the Arctic
plants and animais of that early time, the reindeer, the marnînoths, and
their contenîporaries; and thus, from the green and sunny valley of the
Clyde, with al its îuînan associations, to pass at once, anI by a natural
transition, to the steriiity and solitude of aniother Greenland, is an ortploy.
ment as delightful as man can well enjoy.-Dr. Ceikie's Scenery oj'Scotlund.

A DAY IN WINTER.

How could one live through a day like thie,
Sweet 1 were one not with bis books or in love?1
1 am both ; 1 am happy ; witb that dear blise
0f loyers who have no faith to prove,
0f readers who bave no taisk for hecding,
But read for the sheer, sweet love of reading.

The eun je dead, and the clouds bang low,
And the winds are weeping a dirgo. What though î
My life je fullI in my beart I know
'T je only distance keepetb the kiss
On thy lips from mine,
On my lips froin thine ;
No task to lcarn, no faith to prove-

* Oh, how could one live through a day like this,
Sweet ! were one not witb bis books or in love?1

-Century.

0NE Of the chief producte of Sicily, according to a report by the Britisb
Council at Palermo, je sumacb, which appears in the Englisb and American
markete in the forai of a powdcr packed in bage, and proJuccd by drying
and grinding the twige and leaves of the plant. Tbe powder serves botb
as a dye and as a mordant ta fix other dyes, and is used also for tanning.
The surnacb powder produced in Sicily je of two sorts. The best je of a
ricli green colour and carefully sifted, is sof t to the toucb, emelîs rather
pleasantly, and bas a strong astringent taste. The second bas these q uali-
ties in an inferior degree, while its colour degenerates and takes a rcddisb
hue. The sumacb grown in Continental Italy je much inferior to the
Sicilian, and has a yellowisb colour tending both to green and red. None
of the inferior morte are prepared witb eucb care as the best Sicilian, and
are known by the prevalence of unground fibres and minute chips, indi-
cative of less pains taken in sifting. Various adulterations are practised
in preparing sumacli for the market,-tbe most obvious, that of mixing it
witb mineraI dust, can be discerned by steeping the suspccted powdcr in
water.

THE sensation which France produces on the impressionable foreigner
ie first of ail that of mental exhilaration. Paris, especially, ie electric.
Toucb it at any point and you receive an awakening shock. Live in it
and you lose ail letbargy. Nothing stagnates. Every one visibly and
acutely feels himself alive. The universal vivacity je contagious. You
tind yourself speaking, thinking, nloving faster, but without fatigue and
witbout futility. The moral air je tonic, respiration is effortîcess, and
energy je unconscious of exertion. Nowhere je there so mucb activity ;
nowhcre so littie chaos. Nowhere does action follow thougbt so swiftly,
and nowhiere je there so mucli thinking donc. Some puissant force, uni-
versaI in its operation, bas manifcstly Bo cxalted the spirit of an entire
nation, bere centered and focussed, as to produce on every hand that pheno-
menon wbich Schiller admirably characterizes in dcclaring that Ilthe laet
p)erfection of our qualities je when their activity, without ceasing to be
sure and carneet, becomes sport."

LITERARY GOSSIP.

ESTuES AND LAURIAT are prcparing, a complote book on etiquette under
the title of Tite Correct I hing.

Dit. FR-,Ncis HUEFFER is prcparing an English edition of the Corre-
spondene bel ween JVYagner and Liszt, which appearod recently at Leipzig.

FRANI< AsA MITrCHELL WiIl doscribe iii Outiny for March an oxciting
incident in a day's trout-fishing. l'le story je well told, and will be appre-
ciated by ahl anglers.

WHE lcarn that tbe second volume of Profeseor Henry Morley's IlEnglish
Writors," embracing Froîn Coedion to thec Conquest, will be published by
Messrs Caseîl anud Company earîv next month.

MAX, 0'RELr, bas a remarkably clevor article in Lippincoit's for March,
entjtled Froîn JM, Letter-Box, preenting the zontents of anlonymous and
other letters received by hue, with humorous commente.

TIIE ]Jookworm remarks that "lthero arc probably more English and
Amnerican collectors of Dickens than of any other autbor," and warns tbem
to Il beware of ' fac-simile reprints' of the genuino firet oditions."

MESSRS. MACMILLAN AND COMPANY will publish early in tbe year a
new edition of Mr. Green's Short Ilisory ofithe Englishi People. The work
lias been a remark-able success, the sale now bcing over 125,000.

PROFESSOR J. STUART BLACKIE's Life of Burns will be the March
volume of the "Great Writer " series. In the "lCamelot Series," also pub-
lished by Mr. Walter Scott, Carlyle's Sartor Resartus will be issued at tho
saine date.

ON the occasion of the hundredtb anniversary of Lord Byron'$ birtb
most Germian daily and weekly papere produced bighly appreciative articles
on the poet's genius-ratlier a contrast to the tone of the English daily
press, as the At/renteumjustly remarks.

Mit. STEVENS, the bicycliet, who recently put a girdle round the earth,
bas arranged with Miessrs. Scribner, in New York, and Sampson Low, in
London, for the publication of the second and concluding volume of
A round the tForld on a Býicycle about the end of April.

TiiE general intereet in the answere fromn twenty-three distinguiseot
clergymen to the question, Il What are the strongeet proofs and arguments
in support of the belief in a hereafter V" that appeared recently in the
Sunday lerald, bas led to their publication in book forai by the D. Loth-
rop Company, under the title, T'he Ilerea/ter.

Wiîo are the Anarchiste? Wliat je their doctrine? Why would they
overthrow society and government, and wbat do tbey wish to subetitute?
These are questions frequcntly asked by thoughtful citizens. An article
by Z. L,. White, in the March number of the Arnerican Magazine, wiîl
answer sî'ch. inquiries, and show tho depth and virulence of the discase of
wbich the flaymarket murders were only a symptom.

FAIRs-old-fashioned gipsy faire-are fast disappearing both in this
country and in England, and presently they will bo traditions only. To
get a good idea of thein, however, one need only turn to F. Anstey's article
in Ilarper's Magazine for March, entitled A Gip8y Pair in iSurrey. AIl
the cheats and arnusing vagabonde usually found at sucb places are cloeelY
sketchied by Anstey's peu and Frederick Barnard'e pencil. The seven
illustrations by Barnard are in bis well-known style. Hie familiaritY
wîtb such subjecte, gained by frequeu 't contact witb themn on sketching
tours, appears in every stroke of his pencil, and evory stroke telle.

MR. HuGH DE T. GLAZEBRooK'S many friende in Toronto will bo very
gladi of the opportunity of Iooking at soine of the resulte of hie ten yeare'
study of portrait painting in London, Paris, and Rome, wbich are to be
seen for one week onîy at Messrs. Roberts ani Son's gallery, 79 King Street
West.

ATTENTION je directed to the tifty-fifth annual report of the British
America Assurance Company, publisheti in other columne. Owing te
exceptional circumetances, the showing for the past twelve menthe bas not
been as profitable as could be deeired ; but the directors of the company
look for botter resulte during the year upon which tbey have entered.
Cortainly the company occupies a sounti financial position; anti under the
direction of a specially etrong board the shareholdere may reasonably
expect over-increasing prosperity in the future.
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